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1 INTRODUCTION 

The report outlines a proposal for the Libraries and Information Service to provide a package of 
support mechanisms to reading groups organised by members of the local community. 

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Libraries and Information Service has in the last 1% years, created 7 reading groups 
for adults. An 8‘h group is scheduled to commence in December 2005. 

2.2 The groups range from; a specialist crime reading group in Newmains, to the general 
contemporary fiction group in Cumbernauld Library. A 97.6% “very satisfied” rate has 
been returned in a recent survey conducted amongst members. 

2.3 The aim behind the groups is to expand the reading range of the members by introducing 
them to authors they have not previously read and thereby contributing to the Council’s 
lifelong learning corporate priority. 

2.4 To complement this work, the Libraries and information Service is now seeking to provide 
support to individuals and groups within the local community who wish to host reading 
groups. 

3 PROPOSALS 

3.1 Membership 

3.1 .I It is proposed that a new category of membership be created for use by external 
reading groups. The groups would require to register under a nominated group 
leader who would be responsible for the membership. 

3.1.2 The membership would be valid for 1 year instead of the standard 3 years. This 
would allow the Library and Information Service to more regularly check that the 
details are still valid. 

3.2 Titles 

A fixed list of titles available under the scheme would be published annually. 
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This will allow the service to ensure that enough copies are available whilst maintaining 
interest amongst the reading groups. Titles will be selected for inclusion based upon 
suitability to provoke discussion. 

3.3 support 

3.3.1 Training in the skills required to run a reading group will be provided by 
Librarians. A reading group support pack will be developed to aid group leaders. 

3.3.2 Librarians will also be available to attend the inaugural meeting of a group if so 
requested. 

3.4 Overdue & Lost items 

3.4.1 Group leaders will be trained in the use of the Libraries and Information Service 
online catalogue. This will allow them to renew the books to ensure they do not 
become overdue. 

3.4.2 In order not to deter uptake of the scheme, it is proposed that fines will not be 
charged for books returned late by an external reading group. Books which are 
lost by a group will be charged for under normal terms. 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposal to exempt fines for a specific category of borrower is in line with existing policy. 
Exempted membership categories are already in place e.g. children borrowing books and 
housebound members. 

5 RECOMMENDATIONS 

That committee approve:- 

* the proposed package of support to external reading groups; and 

the exemption of registered external reading groups from payment of fines on overdue books. 
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