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I. 

2. 

3. 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Members of developments in the better 
management and maintenance of woodlands in and around towns in North Lanarkshire, 
with the extensive support of Forestry Commission Scotland. 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 In November 2004, match funding was secured from the council’s External Funding 
Group for improvement works within Glencryan Woods, Cumbernauld, as a forerunner for 
a strategic plan for similar mature woodlands owned by the Council 

2.2 In 2004-2005, Forestry Commission Scotland created a f3.5 million Challenge Fund for 
the better management of existing “Woodlands in and around Towns” (WIAT) to be 
administered under the Scottish Forestry Grants Scheme (SFGS) over four years. 

2.3 Staff of Community Services and Planning and Environment began a dialogue in January 
2004 with the Central Scotland Conservancy of the Forestry Commission on how to 
initiate a strategy to improve and release practical community benefits from North 
Lanarkshire’s significant urban woodlands. 

PROPOSALS 

3.1 Along with the Forestry Commission, it was agreed to carry out an audit of 13 principal 
woodlands in North Lanarkshire, totalling around 500 hectares of mature or semi-mature 
woodlands, all in or around towns in North Lanarkshire. 
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12. Moodiesburn Glen 
13. Cambusnethan & Carbarns 

3.2 The Audit was to comprise a full review and survey of the woodland structure and 
condition, path networks and access points, site designations, ground vegetation, safety 
issues, biodiversity value, threats and opportunities. At the same time a community 
consultation would be held in each area to seek views of local residents and users of the 
woodland sites. 

Moodiesburn 4 
Wishaw 4 4 

3.3 On the basis of observed need and site priorities, 6 of the sites would be selected for 
preparation of a full management plan to allow immediate submissions for external 
funding support, notably from Forestry Commission’s SFGSNVIAT Challenge Funding. 
This work would also be the main driver for drafting an urban woodland strategy for North 
Lanarkshire Council woodlands. 

3.4 The audit and strategy proposal itself attracted SFGSIWIAT funding of f40,000 from 
Forestry Commission Scotland to allow the appointment of external professional 
consultants to undertake this work on behalf of the Council. Following the briefing and 
tender process, consultants Mark Hamilton and Donald McPhillimy were appointed in 
August 2005 to prepare the audit, ecological survey, community consultations, and 
management plans for completion by May 2006. 

4. PROGRESS TO DATE 

4.1 Before the audit work was underway, some successful SFGSIWIAT bids and SFGS only 
schemes had already been submitted to Forestry Commission by the Council. 

These were :- 

I. Glencryan Woods, by Cumbernauld 
2. 
3. Petersburn Woods, by Airdrie 
4. 
5. Viewpark (SFGS), Righead 

South Calder Woods - Greenlink, by Motherwell (CSFT led) 

Low Wood (SFGS), by Cumbernauld 

4.2 Work has been progressing well in all 13 sites of the Audit, and some Management Plans 
are already drafted. Between May and July 2006, five of the six Management Plans will 
be used in support of further SFGSIWIAT grant applications. 

4.3 If successful, the range of improvement works this grant will allow on each site over a 
two-year period will include new or improved path surfaces, access controls, signage, 
dumping and litter removal, safety fencing where required, tree works such as felling, 
pruning, planting, and biodiversity enhancements. 

4.4 The proposed works on all five sites will be done in conjunction with continued local 
community awareness raising and involvement. All five woodland sites already have a 
Countryside Ranger nominated as “site steward”, whose periodic visits to the sites will 
assist in this process. 

4.5 With the WlAT Challenge Fund now into its last two years of operation, it is hoped and 
intended that the other 7 sites which have been fully audited will be the subject of 
applications in 2007 and 2008 to the FC grant scheme that succeeds the WlAT 
programme. There are up to 20 younger woodland sites owned by the council, many of 
them planted by CSFT within the last 15 years, which it is hoped will follow on in the grant 
process in the years ahead. 
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5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 That Members note the progress made to date in establishing an urban woodlands 
management strategy to help access the opportunity of substantial funding assistance 
from Forestry Commission towards the management and accessibility of North 
Lanarkshire’s significant urban woodlands resource. 
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