
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: COMMUNITY SERVICES (COMMUNITY Subject: Ad-Hoc Payment - Support for 
Attendance at the Royal Ballet 
School 

DEVELOPMENT) SUB COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Date: 6 July 2006 Ref: PJ/JF/JP 

I. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 This report seeks homologation for the payment of the sum of f6,057 to the trust fund 
established by Mr Robert Clarke, 28 West Drive, Petersburn, Airdrie, to provide support 
for his three sons Russell, Ryan and Reece Clarke who are currently attending the 
Royal Ballet School in London. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

Members will recall that an ad hoc payment of f6,000 was paid in 2005106 by the 
Council to the trust fund established by Mr Robert Clarke to support the attendance of 
his eldest son Russell at the Royal Ballet School on a full time basis and Ryan and 
Reece on the Junior Associate programme. 

Both Reece and Ryan have now successfully moved from the Junior Associate 
programme to full time study, a significant achievement. 

Considerable travelling expenses will have to be incurred by the family and there is 
also the financial burden of the attendance of three sons on the full time Royal Ballet 
School programme, which includes purchase of ballet wear and equipment. Full time 
places are awarded for one year at a time. 

The Clarke family themselves are unable to meet the considerable expenses (travel, 
accommodation, dance wear, etc) associated with the attendance of Russell, Ryan and 
Reece at the Royal Ballet School. 

Members are asked to note that from 2004 there has been considerable media interest 
in the story of the Clarke family. Their story was featured in a BBC television series 
about the Royal Ballet School. Mr Clarke has kept in regular contact with the 
Department of Community Services advising of the various media opportunities both 
him and his family were involved in, ensuring that all times the Council were 
appropriately credited with providing essential financial support. 
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3. PROPOSALS 

4. 

3.1 In view of the above, it is therefore proposed that the committee homologate an ad-hoc 
payment of f6,057 made to the trust fund established by Mr Robert Clarke. This trust 
fund was established for the purpose of holding the donations made by various 
organisations to support his sons' attendance at the Royal Ballet School. 

3.2 The agreement to award the subsequent payment of f6,057 was made in June 2006 
by the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chief Executive. 

3.3 The payment is an ad-hoc payment as the Council's Cultural Grant scheme is not open 
to individuals for this type of skilVprofessional development. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1 That an ad hoc payment of f6,057 be made to Mr Robert Clarke's trust fund for his 
sons from the Community Services Cultural Grant Budget. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Members are asked to approve homologation of a payment of f6,057 made to the trust 
fund for Russell, Ryan and Reece Clarke. 
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