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1. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise sub-committee of the details of a cultural grant 
application from the St Patrick’s Day Festival Committee. 

2. 

3. 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 The St Patrick’s Day Festival 2007 will run from 9-1 7 March 2007. This application 
seeks funding to further develop a local festival that has grown significantly since its 
inception in 2003 across the Coatbridge area. The aim of the event is to promote and 
celebrate the strong Irish cultural heritage within the Coatbridge area to all members of 
the community. The Festival event has a strong bias towards music, performance and 
visual art. 

2.2 This year, further new developments to the existing programme have been made 
including: an academic lecture programme, storytelling and poetry evenings. Originally 
the focus of the St Patrick’s Day Festival has been the one-day open-air street 
programme and other events have been peripheral to this. However, the organisers are 
now keen to continue to develop the Festival as a week long series of events that offer 
more scope and breadth to the event. Various locations around the Coatbridge area are 
being used including local halls, lan Bannan Theatre and Coatbridge town centre. 

2.3 It is anticipated that the project will reach more than 7,000 local people over the week 
long series of events. All members of the community, young and old are encouraged to 
participate and celebrate the strong cultural heritage that is showcased. 

2.4 The event will be promoted through the local press, radio, a free programme and local 
businesses, many of which sponsor the project. 

CON SI DE RAT1 0 NS 

3.1 This project has developed significantly since its inception in 2003. The Festival has 
grown in stature and is becoming an anticipated feature of the community calendar in 
the Coatbridge area. The organising committee is developing a track record of 
producing a very popular cultural event that is growing and improving year on year. The 
festival committee are making an application to Dion [Irish Government] for an additional 
f5,000 in funding. The outcome of this will be known in December 2007 and if 
successful the programme will be expanded upon to utilise the award. 
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3.2 Summary of Budget 

Expenditure f 
Art istes/Even ts 
Staging/lighting/sound 
Programmes 
Festival shop and office 
Stewarding and expenses 
Hospitality - invited guests 
Insurance 
Advertising 
Exhibition 
Total 

Projected Income f 
Shop sales 
Sponsorship 
Advertising sales 
Ticket sales 
Own funds 
Fundraising 
Total 

S ho rtfal I 
Request to North Lanarkshire Council 

13,000 
2,000 
2,200 
1,200 
800 
600 
900 

2,000 
600 

23,300 

500 
4,000 
1,000 
1,500 
5,500 
1,500 

19,000 

4,300 
2,000 

4. CORPORATE CONSIDERATIONS 

4.1 Financial Implications 

4.1 .I Proiect Cost 

f 18.300 

4.1.2 Request to North Lanarkshire Council 

f2,000 

4.1.3 The grant will be met from the Cultural Grant Budget 2006/2007. 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 It is recommended that sub-committee approve the offer of a grant of f2,000 to St 
Patrick’s Day Festival Committee subject to evidence of adequate safety planning and 
public liability insurance together with receipt of the organisation’s financial details to the 
satisfaction of the Director of Community Services. 
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