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I .o 

2.0 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to inform members of the outcome of the pilot for modified grass 
maintenance regimes undertaken during April to October 2005, to encourage biologically 
diverse grassland within the Parks and Open Spaces within North Lanarkshire 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 In November 2004, Committee approved a grassland management pilot scheme to 
operate on 15 selected areas in 2005. The potential biodiversity benefit of reduced grass 
cuts on parts of these sites was outlined in the November 2004 report. 

2.2 In May 2005, 6000 explanatory colour leaflets entitled “Working with Nature” were 
produced and distributed around residents’ doors adjacent to sites (excluding two 
Country Parks) explaining the purpose of the scheme and a contact telephone number. 

2.3 Local news press releases were also prepared and sent out. 

2.4 Monitoring of each site took place in May, June-July and in September to assess the type 
and extent of flowering plants in uncut areas, other associated wildlife such as insects or 
birds, and to assess any problems arising on site. 

3.0 RESULTS OF THE PILOT 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

The extent of wildflower presence within the grassland varied considerably from site to 
site, both in abundance and types of flowers present. Some showed an extensive display 
of spring-flowering Cuckoo Flower, others an attractive spread of summer-flowering 
spotted Orchids while others had a broad diversity of plant types. 

One of the potential problems which was anticipated of grass being left uncut for several 
months was the threat of an increase in littering or even fly tipping. In the event however 
this proved not to be a serious problem. 

On some sites it proved difficult to achieve the desired July cut due to the availability of 
appropriate machinery, however it is anticipated that these problems can be overcome 
with the use of Agricultural machinery specifically designed for these works. 

The results for each of the sites can be summarised as follows, each with a 
recommend at ion : 
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3.4.1 Stewarton Park, Wishaw 
The two large uncut meadow areas in the middle of the site showed an interesting 
diversity of wildflowers including daisies, buttercups, cuckoo flowers, and wild orchids 
(two species). An adjustment was made to one of the areas to allow for informal football 
space, otherwise public response to the pilot was good. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with modifications. 

3.4.2 Burnhead Park, Viewpark 
The selected meadow areas showed a reasonable good diversity of wildflowers in spring, 
reaching maximum grass growth in July, then fewer summer wildflowers. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006. 

3.4.3 Rowan Road, Abronhill 
The moist meadow areas showed a good diversity of wildflowers, from abundant Cuckoo 
flower in spring to Orchids (two species) and a colony of Hedge Bedstraw. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with modifications. 

3.4.4 Braeface Road, Seafar 
The narrow uncut strip of moist fertile grassland was species poor. 
Recommendation - discontinue in 2006. 

3.4.5 Ben Lawers, Balloch 
In terms of biodiversity of the uncut meadow area, it was con iderabl with Ack 0 
flower, self heal, orchids (two species) and hardheads present on site. However local 
resident did raise their concerns via a petition regarding the suitability of this site as a 
biodiversity area. 
Detailed discussions with residents have still to be concluded regarding the future of this 
site. 
Recommendation - Conclude discussions with residents and continue in 2006 with 
modifications only if a solution that satisfies all parties can be found. 

3.4.6 Northburn Place, Rawyards 
This area was mistakenly cut prior to July and therefore details of flora present on site 
are currently not available. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006. 

3.4.7 Colzium Estate, Kilsyth 
The selected meadow areas showed a variable degree of diversity of wildflowers in the 
grassland. The area is now the proposed site of large children’s play area. 
Recommendation - discontinue in 2006. 

3.4.8 Ettrick Street, Coltness 
The meadow areas have been diverse with daisy, eyebright, cuckoo flower, Common- 
Spotted Orchid, and the cut grass paths through the meadow area regularly used. Public 
response good except one concern about “unauthorised golfing” edging closer to the 
houses. Alterations to grass cutting on site are planned for 2006 to alleviate this problem. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with modifications. 

3.4.9 Omoa Road Bing, Cleland 
Impressive displays of Cuckoo Flower in spring, less diverse in summer, except for uncut 
embankment full of flowers. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with alteration. 

3.4.10 Cumbernauld House Park 
Proved to be one of the more interesting sites with good display of Orchids (two species) 
tormentil, self-heal and buttercups. Many useful responses from Friends Group for 
Cumbernauld House leading to changes in site management. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with alteration. 
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3.4.1 1 Drumpellier Country Park 
Areas chosen for reduced cuts showed reasonable good diversity of wildflowers including 
yarrow, hawkbit and self-heal, Kestrel seen hunting over uncut grass area and finches 
feeding on flower seeds in late summer. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006 with alteration. 

3.4.12 Newmains Bing 
Dry meadow areas showed moderate diversity of wildflower including white clover, red 
clover, daisy, birds foot trefoil, and hardheads. No known public responses. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006. 

3.4.13 Hillfoot Road, Gartlea 
The previous regime of mainly uncut grassland year-round was monitored. Moderate 
wildflower diversity, kestrel and buzzard observed. 
Recommendation - continue monitoring in 2006. Changes to maintenance may be 
recommended as and when the proposed Brownsburn Community Park is set up. 

3.4.14 Strathclyde Park 
The areas chosen as meadows areas were generally successful. However detailed flora 
surveys were not done. 
Recommendation - continue in 2006. 

3.4.1 5 Heathfield, Gowkthrapple 
Site withdrawn from Pilot Scheme following possible sale disposal. 

4.0 Conclusions 

4.1 Although some difficulties were experienced in cutting several of the meadow areas in 
July as originally planned, overall the Pilot Scheme has proved its worth in revealing the 
range of wildflowers present on these sites. 

4.2 Public response overall was low, but those comments received were generally 
favourable. The exception to this was the Balloch site in Cumbernauld. 

4.3 Now that the type and extent wildflowers are known on sites it will be possible to 
supplement this in spring 2006 by the planting of wildflower plugs purchased from 
specialist nurseries. Native species to be purchased can include red campion, meadow 
cranesbill, St John’s Wort, cowslip, birdsfoot trefoil, and others both for colour and their 
wildlife value (e.g. to Butterflies). 

5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 That the Grassland Pilot Scheme is continued in 2006, with some additional sites chosen 
to replace those being discontinued from 2005. 

5.2 That a planting plan for appropriate wildflower plugs is prepared for spring 2006. 

5.3 That in 2006 the public sites chosen in the Grassland Pilot Scheme for biodiversity gain 
are also given management priority for improvements to their paths, fences, hedges and 
maintenance of existing car parks as required. 

5.4 That during 2006 monitoring will be carried out to establish the precise environmental and 
financial cost benefits associated with the pilot scheme. 

W 
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