
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

ko:  COMMUNITY SERVICES Subject: PETITION - COLTSWOOD 
(OPERATIONS REVIEW) SUB CEMETERY 
COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Date: 6 FEBRUARY 2006 Ref: KW/KF/MB 

REPORT 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report considers the petition submitted by Mr and Mrs McGowan. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.2 

2.3 

The petition calls “on North Lanarkshire Council to help protect our loved ones final 
resting place by ensuring the gates of Coltswood Cemetery are locked every evening.” 

There are 798 signatures. 

Effective from Monday 3 April 2000 the opening and closing of cemetery vehicular 
access gates ceased. This action was taken as a result of the agreement to a 
proposed efficiency saving. 

Coltswood Cemetery opened in September 2001 and has never had the vehicular or 
pedestrian gates closed. 

An analysis of vandalism in cemeteries has compared years 2000101, (21 individual 
acts) 2001102, (6 individual acts) 2002103 (9 individual acts) and 2003104 (8 individual 
acts) to date. Unfortunately, there is no reliable information prior to 2000 and therefore 
it is not possible to quantitatively assess the effect of ceasing to close the vehicular 
gates. 

The table below indicates specific acts of vandalism where headstone memorials were 
pushed over. 
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2.4 

2.5 

3.0 

3.1 

3.2 

4.0 

4.1 

4.2 

4.2 

4.3 

In response to specific acts of vandalism a private security company had been 
contracted to patrol cemeteries and this resulted in the following costs. 

2000101 €48 
2001 102 €1 0,032 
2002103 €2,947 
2003104 €2,210 

The most recent spate of headstone memorial vandalism took place within St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery in June 2004. 

PRESENT POSITION 

Of the 16 cemeteries only Bedlay, Shottskirk and Stane Cemeteries have the vehicular 
access gates closed at the end of the working day. 

Concern had been raised with regard to the use of roads through Cambusnethan 
Cemetery when all 3 vehicular access gates were left open and the decision was taken 
to close 2 of those access gates to prevent joy riding or the use of the through route. 

CONCLUSION 

There is no clear evidence that the closure of cemetery gates (both pedestrian and 
vehicular access) would prevent acts of vandalism, however, the perception of the 
public is that the Council does not care enough about cemeteries to arrange for gates 
to be closed. Acts of vandalism, notably the pushing over of headstone memorials, 
are sporadic and action is taken as and when the need arises. There have been no 
acts of vandalism recorded in Coltswood Cemetery although Mr and Mrs McGowan 
have raised concern about dogs entering the cemetery grounds. 

Dogs are not permitted in cemeteries as a result of the management rules brought into 
force on 1 May 2004. As far as can reasonably be ascertained there is not a dog 
problem in the cemetery. 

There have been occasions, in the past, where vehicles have been locked in 
cemeteries and the individuals so affected required to raise the alarm by leaving 
through the cemetery pedestrian access. In addition to this point, it seems highly 
unlikely that a prospective vandal would be deterred by the closure of a pedestrian 
access when most cemeteries are easily accessed by jumping the fence. 

The following 3 options were previously considered: 

a) Take no action regarding the closure of access gates 
b) Close only the vehicular access gates 
c) Close both vehicular and pedestrian access gates 

Option 3 is the option requested by the petition. 
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5.0 COSTINGS 

5.1 To have vehicular access gates closed in the evening during the summer and opened 
and closed on a Saturday and Sunday all year round would cost an estimated €54,000 
per annum if a private contractor was secured to carry out this task. 

5.2 The cost is estimated at €20,000 to arrange this service by recruiting staff directly, 
however, to be cost effective this would require 2 routes to be established which would 
result in different opening and closing times for each cemetery. 

5.3 The automation of vehicular gate opening and closing would cost approximately 
f175,000 and whereas this is a significant capital cost, it would be significantly 
cheaper in revenue terms. 

6.0 RECOMMENDATION 

6.1 Committee are asked to recommend that, due to the low levels of vandalism and high 
costs associated with closure of the cemetery gates, no action be taken in relation to 
the current position. 
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