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REPORT 

1. 

2. 

3.1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on partnership work being 
undertaken within the department to address issues of antisocial behaviour in Shotts and 
surrounding communities. 

BACKGROUND 

2.1 The local community, police and the elected officials have expressed concerns. with 
regard to youth disorder including under age drinking, vandalism and gang fighting. In 
partnership with the Healthy Living Centre, Strathclyde Police, CL&D, Hitsport and Sport & 
Recreation it was decided to look at a programme of intervention based upon activities 
which would appeal to the 12+ age group from Shotts, Harthill, Allanton and Salsburgh. 

PROJECT UPDATE 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

Following consultation with the Police and the local community it was decided to target the 
programme of activities for a Saturday night from 6pm to 1 Opm. 

Shotts Leisure Centre will open each Saturday from 18th of March until 29th of April at the 
above times. 

The project has been named Saturday Sportscene. 

The initiative has involved issuing admission cards to young people throughout the target 
areas. 

The activities being offered within the Leisure Centre include swimming, dance, football, 
basketball, badminton, and gym sessions for older age groups. 

Fully qualified coaches and tutors will run all sessions. 

The young people will be provided with a goodie bag, fresh fruit and water from the 
Healthy Living Centre. 



3.8 The first night of the project was on Saturday 18th of March with approximately 140 young 
people participating in the activities and everyone connected with the project is very 
encouraged with these early results. Average weekly attendance's have been 
approximately1 50 young people 

3.9 The police are monitoring crime statistics for these particular times and dates and will 
report on the initial impact at the end of the project. 

3.10 Transport is provided to pick up young people from Harthill, Allanton and Salsburgh to 
ensure the wider communities are not excluded from participating in the project. 

3.11 The female participants who took part in the project decided that over the coming weeks 
they will work towards a dance performance which will take place on the last night in the 
local Community Centre.(Saturday 29th of April) They are working towards invites and 
publicity material for the show and are using the IT suite at the Healthy Living Centre. As 
well as the dance show on the last night we will organise sport festivals to finish the pilot 
project in style. 

3.12 It is the intention to add to the programme in the next few weeks by providing a climbing 
wall (subject to weather and lighting). The climbing frame was added on Saturday 8'h of 
April within the Sports Centre car park area. It is hoped to bring this activity once more 
during the pilot project. 

4. SUMMARY 

4.1 The aim of the project is to reduce the level of antisocial behaviour by offering activities 
that young people will enjoy and that will lead to participation on a more regular basis. 
One of the major reasons given by young people involved in crime to community workers 
and the police is that they are bored with nothing to do. This project hopes to address this 
problem. 

4.2 All of the above has been achieved through effective partnership working which will 
hopefully benefit the community of Shotts and provide a template that could be used 
across North Lanarkshire. 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

6. RECOMMENDATION 

6.1 That Committee note the content of the report. A further report to be submitted at the 
conclusion of the project. 


