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Motherwell, 7 March 2000 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Clarke, Convener; Councillor Moran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Cassidy, Curley, Donnelly, 
Gorman, Hogg, Lyle, McCallum, J. McGuigan, McKinlay, McLaughlin, Maginnis, W. Martin, G. Murray, 
Robertson and Scott. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Clarke (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer; General Manager of Construction Services; Head of Design Services; Head 
of Legal Services; Chief Management Accountant, Department of Construction Services and Senior 
Accountant, Department of Finance. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Cefferty, McCabe and Wilson. 
 
 
REVENUE  BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORT  1999/2000  -  CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 15 February 2000 by the General Manager, Construction 

Services advising on the current spending levels for the Department of Construction Services for the 
period from 1 April 1999 to 30 January 2000, excluding the Building and Roads Direct Labour 
Organisation (DLO) Division, and providing a comparison of actual expenditure and income against 
budgeted expenditure and income. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REMIT  FROM  PERSONNEL  SERVICES  COMMITTEE  -  ABSENCE  MANAGEMENT  STATISTICS  - 
JULY  TO  SEPTEMBER  1999 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of the Personnel Services Committee 

held on 3 February 2000, there was submitted a report dated 12 January 2000 by the Head of 
Personnel Services providing absence statistics together with a commentary detailing the breakdown 
of the figures within the Construction Services Department of the Council for the period from July to 
September 1999 for manual and craft employees and non manual staff. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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DIRECT  LABOUR  ORGANISATION  (DLO)  -  PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS  -  PERIOD  11 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 2 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 25 January 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 2000 by the General Manager, 
Construction Services providing statistical information on performance for period 11, and for year to 
date and outlining performance targets. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CRAFT  APPRENTICESHIPS 
 
4. With reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 August 

1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 2000 by the General Manager, 
Construction Services (1) advising that consultation had taken place with the Trade Unions regarding 
options for the employment of fourth year apprentices due to complete their apprenticeship; 
(2) outlining conditions which may be attached to any offer of employment, and (3) proposing that 
seven apprenticeships, in various trades, be offered from August 2000. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that all fourth year apprentices, on completion of their apprenticeship, be offered a temporary 

position on a fixed term six month contract to enable them to seek alternative employment 
during that time or be offered a vacancy within the DLO should a vacancy occur dependent 
upon the employees meeting certain criteria, as detailed in the report; 

 
(2) that the undernoted apprenticeships be offered from August 2000:- 

 
  2 Joiners 
  2 Plumbers 
  2 Gas Service Engineers, and 
  1 Painter, and 
 

(3) that the report be referred to the Personnel Services Committee for consideration. 
 
 
 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE  PARTNERSHIPS 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 November 

1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 18 February 2000 by the Head of Legal 
Services (1) advising that, in accordance with the Council’s Contract Standing Orders, McGrigor 
Donald, Solicitors, Glasgow had been engaged as legal consultants in relation to privatisation of the 
DLO Window Factory, the first of the private limited companies, and (2) proposing, in view of the 
expertise obtained in carrying out this work, that McGrigor Donald be retained for the remaining 
phases of the Partnerships. 

 
 The Head of Legal Services then orally advised that following further consultation with the General 

Manager it has been ascertained that the cost of this consultancy work could be in the region of 
£60,000. 

 
Decided: that consideration be continued pending a further report by the Head of Legal 

Services. 
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PREMIUM  ROAD  NETWORK  -  NEW  GENERATION  OPERATING  COMPANY  CONTRACTS 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 June 1999, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 17 February 2000 by the General Manager, 
Construction Services (1) outlining the Scottish Executive’s proposals for the future management and 
maintenance of the Trunk Road Network; (2) advising that on 24 December 1999, the Minister for 
Transport and the Environment had announced that four new generation Operating Company 
contracts would be put in place to cover the full Scottish Motorway and Trunk Road Network for a 
period of five years from 2001-2006 with the option of a two year extension, and (3) detailing the 
tendering process for the new contracts. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the continuing participation of the Council in the tendering process be approved; 

 
(2) that authority be granted for the Council to undertake work outwith Council boundaries; 

 
(3) that further reports, as appropriate, be submitted to future meetings of the Committee, and 

 
(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
GAS  MAINTENANCE  CONTRACT  -  SUB-CONTRACT  FOR  SERVICING  OF  GAS  APPLIANCES 
 
7. There was submitted a report dated 27 January 2000 by the General Manager, Construction Services 

(1) giving details of four offers received for the servicing of approximately 12,000 gas and electrically 
heated central heating systems; (2) stating his recommendation, for the reasons detailed in the 
report, that the contract be split between the two lowest tenderers being that by Gas Call, Glasgow 
and Gas Plan, Paisley in the revised sums of £121,000 and £137,250 respectively for the 
maintenance of approximately 6,000 systems, and (3) indicating that, in terms of delegated powers, 
the Director of Administration had accepted both offers. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
The Convener, being of the opinion that the following item of business was of an urgent nature, 
authorised its consideration to enable the matter to be dealt with timeously. 
 
 
OVERTIME  PAYMENT  FOR  OFFICERS  ON  SPINAL  COLUMN  POINT  (SCP)  36  AND  ABOVE 
 
8. There was submitted a report (docketed and tabled) dated 3 March 2000 by the General Manager, 

Construction Services seeking approval for payment of overtime to three members of staff on SCP 
36 or above who would be required to work overtime to conduct year-end stocktakes and transfer of 
stock as a result of the relocation of the Gas Section of his Department, the estimated cost of which 
amounted to £4,764.37. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the General Manager, Construction Services be authorised to approve the payment of 

overtime to staff graded SCP 36 or above who would be employed on year-end stocktakes 
and the transfer of stock; 

 
(2) that the report be referred to the Personnel Services Committee, and 

 
(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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CONFERENCES  ETC. 
 
(1)  “USING  SCOTTISH  HARDWOODS” 
 
9. The Committee were advised of an invitation received from the Forestry Commission to attend a 

conference entitled “Using Scottish Hardwoods” to be held in New Lanark on 10 March 2000. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at the conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
(2)  “ACSCO  AGM  CONFERENCE  AND  EXHIBITION” 
 
10. The Committee were advised of an invitation received from ACSCO to attend its AGM Conference 

and Exhibition to be held in Plymouth from 4 to 6 April 2000. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at the conference be authorised. 
 
 
 
It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, that the public 
be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that the business involved the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the Act. 
 
 
FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORTS  -  CONSTRUCTION  SERVICES 
 
(1)  BUILDINGS  DLO 
 
11. There was submitted a report dated 18 February 2000 by the General Manager, Construction 

Services detailing the management accounts for the Buildings DLO for the period to 23 January 
2000. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  ROADS  DLO 
 
12. There was submitted a report dated 18 February 2000 by the General Manager, Construction 

Services detailing the management accounts for the Roads DLO for the period to 23 January 2000. 
 

Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
 
 
(3)  DLO  AUXILIARY  SERVICES 
 
13. There was submitted a report dated 18 February 2000 by the General Manager, Construction 

Services detailing the management accounts for the DLO Auxiliary Services for the period to 23 
January 2000. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 


