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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

a REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM NO. r a a i i - w u l r m c u  

To: Cumbernauld Area Committee Subject: 

CONSULTATION ON ESTABLISHING 
COMMUNITY FORUMS 
CUMBERNAULD AREA - 27 JANUARY 1998 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT r-- 
I Ref: IGLMPJ 

Date: 29 January 1998 

1 This report details the outcome of the public consultation meeting held in Cumbemauld Town 
Hall on the evening of 27 January 1998 and makes recommendations regarding the next steps. 

Back pro un d 

2 At the meeting of the Area Committee on 9 December 1997, consideration was given to a report 
outlining possible arrangements for consultation into the establishment of a community forum (or 
forums) for the Cumbernauld Area. Members drew attention to the strong pressure from the 
community for such a forum and i t  was agreed to carry out a public consultation exercise towards 
the end of January 1998. 

3 Letters of invitation (Appendix 1) were sent out to some 250 organisations, clubs, Community 
Council and other groups on the basis of information held by the Community Development 
section of the Chief Executive’s Department. The letter gave details of the purpose, nature and 
anticipated duration of the meeting. Respondents were given the option of pre-registering interest 
by phoning or posting/faxing a registration form to the office of the Liaison Director. A notice 
was also placed in the local newspaper on 20 January 1998. 

To maximise the opportunities to attend, the offer was made of creche facilities and help with 
wheelchair access, hearing loop system and special transport. In the event, the creche facilities 
were not required, but 3 wheelchair users registered and were sent details of access arrangements. 
Two people asked for hearing loop assistance and a temporary system was successfully deployed 
on the night. 

4 

Proceedinm 

5 Some 50 organisations expressed an interest in attending and over 60 people (Appendix 2 lists the 
organisations) attended the meeting which was chaired by Cllr Chadha, assisted by Cllr Suzanne 
McLeod. Councillors Beekman, Coombe, Gilchrist, Grant, McCulloch, Vincent Murray and 
Gordon Murray also attended. 
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2. 
6 

6 After a welcome and introduction by Cllr Chadha, the Liaison Director gave a brief presentation 
on the purpose of the meeting and the sort of issues which initially needed to be considered in 
establishing a forum. It was emphasised that this was the beginning of the process and that there 
would be further opportunity for the community to make representations on the matter. The 
meeting then broke into 5 separate workshop groups, each with a facilitator (Appendix 3). 
Workshops were asked to consider 4 basic questions as follows: 

Q1 A single forum? 
Q2 Representation on the forum? 
Q3 
44 Style of meetings? 

Frequency of meetings (including preferred day and time)? 

7 While various options were given to the facilitators to aid discussion, stress was laid on the 
opportunity to suggest other options which might be more suited to the needs of the local 
community. The inter-relationship between the 4 questions was also pointed out and it  was 
suggested that workshops might wish to review the responses to earlier questions as they worked 
through the subject. 

Analvsis of ResDonses 

8 The workshops were followed by reporting to the full meeting. A very clear preference emerged 
for a single forum for the Cumbemauld area, with consideration to be given to the need for 
supplementary special interest groups if required. The most interesting side comment, however, 
related to the suggestion for a Youth Forum. 

9 In terms of representation on the forum, the preference was for representatives from each 
organisation. Although it was recognised that potentially this could lead to over 200 members, in 
practice it was considered that (as on the evening in question) i t  was unlikely that all ivould attend 
meetings. There was, however, also strong support for open meetings by invitation - possibly in 
the form of an annual conference. 

10 A majority preferred quarterly meetings, although a substantial minority were in favour of 6- 
weekly meetings to tie in with the Area Committee cycle. There was also support for an annual 
conference. Weekdays were preferred to weekends, while the support for evenings was 
unanimous. 

11 Regarding the fourth and final question, the clear view was for a combination of formal business 
meetings supplemented by workshop and information sessions plus an annual conference. 

ADDraisaI 

12 The evening achieved its aims and seems to find acceptance by those who attended. The special 
arrangements were also appreciated. The concept of a forum is also seen as providing an 
appropriate means of tackling issues of general community interest, leaving matters of local 
interest to Community Councils. It is also worth noting that this was the first such consultation by 
any of the 9 Area Committees. 

13 Concerns were expressed about the funding, resourcing and staffing of forums. There was also a 
desire to have access to members and officers to discuss matters before decisions were taken and a 
request was made for the Council to provide better and more specific information on how Council 
money was being spent. 
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3. 

Recommendations 

9 

- 14 Committee is asked to note: 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

the satisfactory outcome of this initial consultation on Community Forums 
the preferences for a single Forum, the representation on that Forum and the nature and 
timing of meetings. 
the comments made regarding a Youth Forum and for better information 

15 Committee is therefore asked to authorise the Liaison Director: 

(a) 

(b) 

to circulate all known organisations with details of the initial consultation to seek 
confirmation of the apparent preferences 
to pursue the opportunities for a Youth Forum and an Area Committee newsletter or 
bulletin. 

I G LAWSON 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION 

& LIAISON DIRECTOR 

For further information please contact Grahame Lawson on 01236 616202 
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APPENDIX 1 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
Fleming House 
2 Tryst Road 
CUMBERNAULD 
G67 1JW 

Our Ref: IGL/LMcW/03/18 
Your Ref 
Date: 15 January 1998 

Contact: Graharne Lawson 
Telephone: 01236 616202 
Fax: 01236 616206 

Director of Planning and Development 
Stanley C. Cook 

Dear Sirhiadam, 

CONSULTATION ON ESTABLISHING A CUMBERNAULD AREA COMMUNITY FORUM 
CUMBERNAULD TOWN HALL - TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 1998 

North Lanarkshire Council is committed to the decentralisation of services and to encouraging local 0 
community involvement in the decision-making process. With this in mind, 9 Area Committees have 
already been set up. One of these Committees covers the Cumbemauld area and includes all 13 of the 
Cumbemauld Councillors. However, because the Area Committees are established as formal Council 
Committees, this limits the potential involvement of representatives of local communities at Committee 
meetings. 

The consultation on the Council's Scheme for Decentralisation confirmed widespread enthusiasm for 
community involvement in informing the Council about local concerns and opportunities and in helping to 
make Council services more relevant and responsive to local needs. Community Forums are seen as being 
an appropriate way of achieving these aims and providing the link into the Area Committee and the 
Council. 

You are therefore invited to attend or be represented at a meeting with your local Councillors to discuss the 
best way forward. 

DATE:- TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 1998 
TIME:- 
VENUE:- 

19.00 HRS UNTIL 21.30 H R S  
TOWN HALL, BRON WAY, CUMBERNAULD 

The format of the meeting will be as indicated in the attached programme overleaf and I have attached some 
notes to start you thinking about the sort of issues which need to be discussed. 

To help me arrange accommodation and catering, I would ask you to post or fax the registration form to the 
address shown by Monday 26 January. Alternatively, you can phone my office on 01236 616201. Note that 
creche facilities will be available if required. I will also do my best to meet any particular requirements 
such as wheelchair access, hearing loop system, special transport, etc., if you give me enough prior notice. 

I look forward to meeting you on Tuesday 27th January. 

Yours faithfully, 

I G LAWSON 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION 
FOR CUMBERNAULD AREA LIAISON DIRECTOR 
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APPENDIX 2 

CUMBERNAULD AREA COMMITTEE 

CONSULTATION ON COMMUNITY FORUM - 27 FEBRUARY 1998 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~  

Abronhill (South) Pensioners 
Ace Group & 
Abronhill Development Forum 

Alpha Project, Muirfield Centre 

Arthritis Care 

Baird Memorial School Board 

BlackwoodCraidinn Communitv Council 

CACE 

CACE 

Carbrain Residents 

Carbrain & Hillcrest Community Council 
~~ 

Castlecarv Residents Association 

Central Council for Senior Citizens 

Central Council 

Citizens Advice Bureau 

Condorrat Community Council 

Condorrat Primarv School Board 

Cumbernauld Amenity Trust 

Cumbernauld Art Club 

Cumbernauld Audio News 

Cumbernauld Civic Trust 

Cumbernauld College Nursery 

Cumbernauld Flower Club I 
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Cumbernauld South Credit Union 

Cumbernauld Tae Kwon Do Club 

Cumbernauld YMCA-YWCA 

Glencryan Club 

Greenfaulds Residents Association 
~ 

Hilltop Playgroup 

Kildrum Community Council 
Lanarkshire Association for 
Mental Health 

NLC North Reservation 

Our  Lady & St Helen’s SVDP 

Princess Royal Trust  

PRO-BUS 

Quarriers 

Ravenswood Primary PTA 

Scrabble Club 

Seafar Residents 
Seafar & Ravenswood Residents 
Association 

S.O.A.P.A. 

1 : 100 Theatre CO 

Unemployment Centre 

Westfield Comrnunitv Council 
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APPENDIX 3 

CUMBERNAULD AREA COMMITTEE 

CONSULTATION ON COMMUNITY FORUM - 27 JANUARY 1998 

List of Facilitators 

David Dymock 
Ian Martin 
Stewart Miller 
Leslie Moore 
Peter Rintoul 

Department of Housing 
Department of Social Work 
Department of Environmental Services 
Department of Finance 
Department of Construction Services 




