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Public Meeting Held in Kildrum Primary School 
7pm Wednesday 25th March 1998 

MINUTES 

Ofice Bearers Present: Community Councillors Present: 

Chairperson Mrs B. Withers Mrs C. Flett Mr P. Weir 

Vice Chair Mr T. Mitchell Mr I. Withers MrsL. Cullen 

Secretary Mrs M. Black 

North Lanarkshire Councillor Present: Mr D. Gilchrist 

1, Meeting Opened 

The meeting was opened by the Chairwoman, Mrs B. Withers, who welcomed 
everyone present to the meeting. 

Councillor Gilchrist asked the Chair if his part in the Agenda could be brought forward as 
he had a meeting to attend to in Motherwell. 

Mrs Withers said if no-one had aq~y objections, Councillor Gilchnst could speak after the 
showing of the video by Scottish Homeson the transfer of housing stock and a brief 
introduction to the video by Vice Chairman, Mr Tom Mitchell. There were no 
objections, therefore Councillor Gilchrist will speak after the video showing. 

_ .  7 Apologies for Absence 

Treasurer, Mrs M. Simpson and Mrs F. Urqhuart. 

3 .  Housing Partnership, Introduction and Video 

Mr T. Mitchell, Vice Chair and Representative of the Community Council on the Housing 
Partnership Working Group, said that everyone was aware that Scottish Homes would be 
transfemng the ownership of houses to either, an Association or Trust, hopefblly the 

Housing Partnership between Tenants and North Lanarkshire Council, would be able to 
filfill this role. The video about to be shown, explains how Scottish Homes have 
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3 .  Housing Partnership, Introduction and Video (cont.) 
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transferred houses in other areas, we assume the same format will be used in 
Cumbernauld. 

Video Shown 

Ouestions 

A resident asked about the rights of home owners. 

Mr Mitchell said they were not forgotten, there were home owners representing them on 
the Working Group. 

Where is the money coming from to upgrade and repair sub-standard housing. 

Community Councillor, Mrs LYM Cullen, represents the high flats Resident Association 
1 on the Working Group, said the Partnership can borrow money from Banks and Private 
Investors, Scottish Homes and North Lanarkshire Council cannot borrow from these 
sources. 

Mr Mitcheli and Mrs Cullen both said that Scottish Homes guarantee rent increases will be 
at the rate of inflation plus 1% and this will be held for five years. 

Mr Mitchell said hopehlly the Government will also put money into the Partnership 

Councillor Mr D. Gilchrist said he understood the problems and they would take large 
sums of money to put right. At this stage, on balance, the solution being offered, is the 
best in the present circumstances, repair agreements would have to be made with owners 
in flats, but in his opinion, this is the way forward and the two representatives from the 
Community Council, were working hard on behalf of all residents both tenants and home 
owners. 

No hrther questions. 

7. Councillor Gilchrist 

Councillor Gilchrist said he would speak briefly before leaving. Regarding people 
applying for houses and exchanges, the Council do not have many in this area, people 
should apply to Scottish Homes. 

Wheeled Bins - A problem was raised primarily in M o n  Road, where the bin lorry could 
not get access to empty bins, due to parked cars. Councillor Gilchrist, on receipt of 
complaints fiom residents in Afton Road and a letter from the Community Council, put in 
a recommendation that parking be stopped in sensitive areas. 
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7 .  Councillor Gilchrist (cont.) 

Mrs Black, Secretary, said she could update the meeting regarding this particular area in 
Afton Road. Mr David McDuff, from the Roads Department had telephoned to say that 
he had looked at the problem area concerned with Community Constable, John McLean 
and it had been decided to put yellow lines on the mono blocking with “Keep Clear” also 
painted on. 

Councillor Gilchrist said this was good news and said that regarding the leaflets that had 
gone out about the wheeled bins, he had not had as many phone calls as some Councillors, 
the problems identified from these calls were as follows:- 

a) Access 
b) Space for Bin 
c) Age or Illness 
d) 
e) Security 

Steps, which constitute a difficulty 

Councillor Gilchrist said he was concerned about the situation, there will be a meeting in 
the Town Hall on the 7th April fiom 2pm - 4pm, if residents have concerns about the 
wheeled bins they should telephone 6165 10 where their enquiries will be sorted out in a 
friendly and agreed fashion to suit everybody, if necessary individual house calls will be 
made to sort out the problems. 

A resident asked when do the wheeled bin deliveries start. 

Councillor Gilchrist didn’t know as yet, he also went on to say that due to health 
problems, he had given up the Vice Convenership of the Education Committee but when 
his health improves he will start back again, he will continue to represent the people of 
Kildrum and anyone with any problems should contact him on his home phone number 
which is 724070. 

, 

h4r Peter Weir asked why there was no r l  venue in Kildrum for a meeting regarding wheeled 
bins. 

Mr T. Mitchell asked on the subject of lets for the Community Council, the position at 
present is that the Community Council hold their public meeting once a month in 
conjunction with Councillor Gilchrist as a surgery night, because it is a Councillors 
surgery, the Community Council don’t have to pay for the let, but this applies only as long 
as Councillor Giichrist attends the meeting, if for whatever reason, Councillor Gilchrist is 
unable to attend, then the Community Council have to pay for the let of the room. Mr 
Mitchell asked why should the Community Council have to pay for lets of a room to 
hold a Committee Meeting and a Public Meeting once a month, the Community Council 
are doing a public duty voluntarily, on behalf of the citizens in the area and also in this, are 
assisting North Lanarkshire Council, the lets therefore, should be free of charge, or some 
sort of cover arranged, do you agree. 
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7 Councillor Gilchrist (cont.) 

Councillor Gilchrist said other Cornunity Councils are in the same position although not 
all Community councils are as good as Kildrum. 

Mrs Gamble of 13 Lamerton Road, said she and other residents in the area., had no space 
for large wheeled bins and no gardens either. 

Mrs Simmons of Clouden Road, raised a number of problems with Councillor Gilchnst 
regarding wheeled bins. 

Councillor Gilchrist said a number of areas in Kildmm had problems, including the areas 
mentioned i.e. M o n  Road, Lamerton Road, Clouden Road etc., but he assured the 
meeting, these problems would be dealt with and at the end of the day, the Council had an 
obligation to lift rubbish. The wheeled bins are cleaner and more efficient, there are 
different sizes and would be allocated to suit the householder. 

Mr B. Flett asked why there was discrimination between tenants and home owners 
regarding replacement bins, house owners have to pay if the bin is stolen, tenants do not 

Councillor Gilchrist said that it was the law that the owner of the property had to pay for a 
replacement bin, whether this was an individual or a landlord. 

Mr Liam Gray of 9 Mossgiel Road complained about children playing football in the 
grassed area outside his window, this was not the first time he had complained and he had 
also spoken to the police and the Environmental Health. The police had said it was not 
against the law to play football in the street. 

Councillor Gilchrist said that this problem had been raised in other areas and that although 
it was not against the law to play football in the street, they could be charged with 
“Persistent Nuisance”. 

Mrs Lynn Cullen said she also had phoned the police regarding persistent playing of 
football in the car port at the high flats in Bums Road and was told by the police that they 
have more serious crimes to attend to. 

Councillor Glchrist said perhaps a byelaw would be a solution, Leisure Services were 
responsible for open spaces, there were no complaints about lack of play areas but 
complaints regarding football, he will contact the police if they do not act on a complaint, 
but there were fewer police at certain times due to lack of finance. 

Mrs Greer of 1 Afton Road said two residents in her block of flats, dump their bin bags at 
the door and they can lie for 5-6 days before they are taken to the bin room 

Mrs Black suggested she contact Environmental Health Department in Bron Way 

There were no hrther questions and Councillor Gilchrist left the meeting. 
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3/4 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising from the Minutes 

Page 1, 2 & 3 - No Questions 

Page 4 - Mrs Withers said the police still haven’t caught the “flasher” they have an idea 
who it is and is under investigation. 

Page 5 - Mr J. Kettle asked if the Secretary had an update on the problem of tree roots in 
front of his house, this was raised at the last meeting. 

Mrs Black said she had tried to contact Mr Andrew Wilson on Tuesday as he was 
arranging for a tree specialist to look at the tree, but had been unable to contact him as 
yet. 

Page 6 - No Questions 

This was approved as a true and accurate record of the Minutes of the previous meeting. 
Proposed by Mr T. Mitchell, Seconded by Mrs B. Withers. 

5 .  Community Police 

Mrs Black said the Community Police were unable to attend the meeting but the crime 
figures for this month were as follows:- 

29 Crimes Reported, 6 Detected 

3 Thefts of cars 6 Break in to cars 
4 Vandalisms 1 Assault 2 Thefts . 

2 R.T.Act. 1 Theft of Cycle 4 Breach of Peace 

6 Theft by Housebreaking and with intent 

6 Any Other Business 

Mr A. England said the metal fence at the end of the footpath beside the Red C o m y n  
only covers half the path, he is concerned that a child could run straight out onto the road 
as the path is directly opposite the adventure playground. 

Mrs Gamble asked about the broken down escalator leading from Tesco to the upper car 
park, this has been out of order for some considerable time and was causing problems for 
people with heavy shopping bags reaching the upper car park. 

There being no fbrther competent business, the meeting was declared closed. 

Mrs M. Black 
S ecretaq 




