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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of the outcome of the Consultation Meeting held 
on Tuesday 16 June for the purpose of considering the development of the Cumbernauld Community 
Forum. 

Background 

At its meeting of 5 May 1998, the Committee considered the outcome of consultation on establishmg a 
Community Forum and in doing so decided that the first meeting of the Community Fonun be 
arranged by the Liaison Director during the next Committee cycle. 

In considering the arrangements for this meeting the Liaison Director and Cumbernauld Area Team 
Members considered the progress made through the consultation meeting held in January and in doing 
so identified a number of issues which require to be decided before the formal launch of the 
Community Forum. A meeting of representatives of Community Groups and Voluntary Organisations 
was arranged for Tuesday 16 June which would enable dwussion to progress the development of the 
Community Forum. 

Details of the Meeting 

The meeting was attended by 21 community representatives, elected members and members of the 
Area Team, details of which are contained in Appendix 1 of t h l s  report. Following introductory 
comments by the Convener of the Area Committee, the Liaison Director reported on the developments 
to date, details of which are contained in Appendix 2 of this report. 

The meeting then considered a range of issues whch had been identified as requiring attention prior to 
the launch of the Forum. The issues, namely ; Identification of forum members, agenda setting, 
communication arrangements, future arrangements were discussed and the details of which are 
contained in Appendix 3 of this report. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of t h ~ s  report. ,‘I 

&‘ Chief Executive 
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Appendn 1 

Mrs Curren 
Alan Sneddon 
Ann Sneddon 

Mrs Margaret Smillie 
Winnie Morrell 

David Carter 

CUMBERNAULD CONSULTATION MEETING 

Sederent 16 June 1998 

Community Education 
Bums Road Residents Group 

Condorrat Community Council 
Condorrat community Council 
Dullator Community Council 

SOAPA (Bind) 
Cumbernauld Unemployed Workers 

I 
Abronhill Community Council 

Robert Liddell 
Marian Patterson 

D Boyle 

William Homer 

James Mckechnie 

Elizabeth Smith 
Annie Millar 

Abronhill Community Council 
I . ... . I ., .. 

Centre 
C.A.N (Chairman) 

Cardowan and Dysart Residents 
Association 

Village and Castlecany Community 
Council 

Carbrain and Hillcrest Community 
Council 

Seafar and Ravenswood Community 
Council 

Carbrain Residents Association 
Cumbernauld Action for Care of the 

Stewart McCrae 
C Cochrane 

Elderly 

Glenhead PTA 
YMCA-YMCA 

M McCord Cumbernauld Historical Society 
B Brodie Greenfaulds Residents Association 

M McConvielle Greenfaulds Residents Association 
Debbie Murdoch Cumbernauld Theatre 

Councillor Chadha North Lanarkshire Council 
Councillor Murray North Lanarkshire Council 

Stanley Cook North Lanarkshire Council 
Barbara Philliben North Lanarkshire Council 

Jim Maginnis North Lanarkshire Council 
- Safa B a b a r - b e e n  North Lanarkshire Council 
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APPENDIX 2 

CONSULTATION ON ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY FORUMS 

Outcome 

1. In the event., the response has been disappointing in terms of numbers of letters 
received - 41 in total. A number of letters were also returned as addressee unknown. 
This plus the Edct that a further 6 or 7 letters gave new addresses or contact persons 
suggests that there is an urgent need to review the validity of current address files and 
may help to explain the poor response rate. 

2. In terms of numerical analysis of responses, there was, however, an ovenvhehg  
endorsement of the workshop views and t h s  at least is encouraging. The figures were 
as follows:- 

Q 1 .  Single forum? 
- YES - NO 

39 2 

42. Single representative? 32 8 

4 3 .  4 meetings per year? 32 8 

44. Annual conference? 38 3 

Q5. Weekday evenings for meetings? 35 6 

46.  Nature of meeting to vary as required? 37 3 
(Note that the answers do not all total 4 1) 

3.  In terms of representation, groups relating to Senior Citizens preferred 2-3 
representatives on grounds of safety and this also influenced the response to Q5 where 
daytime meetings were preferred. An appropriate response may be to schedule 
meetings specifically aimed at the interests of Senior Citizens during daytime. 

4. In terms of meetings, a substantial minority expressed an interest in more frequent 
events to match the Area Committee schedule. However, others felt that 4 meetings per 
annum was a reasonable compromise in terms of issues to be debated and demands on 
time. 

Kev Issues/Priorities 

5 .  Many responses left 4 7  blank. Those who did complete this section highlighted the 
following (in order of priority):- 

Consultation on local matters of general interest 
CleansingLitter 
S a f e t y  in the Community/Policing 
Facilities for youths and senior citizens 
Availability of accommodation for groups and charges for hall lets 
Transportation matters (road & lighting maintenance/public transport) 
Training in financial matters 
Training for school board members 
Equal opportunitiedprovision for blind and disabled 
Co-ordination of efforts by individual groups 



APPENDIX 3 

Cumbernauld Area Community Consultation Meeting - 16 June 1998 
Development of Community Forum 

Note of Discussion 

1. Identification of Forum Members 

The meeting agreed that the Community Forum should be open to all 
Community Groups and Voluntary Organisations within the area whose 
objectives are broadly to improve the quality of life. It was further agreed that 
the Forum should be non political and that local political parties would not be 
invited to participate. 

Community Groups and Voluntary Organisations will be asked to confirm 
their participation in the Community Forum. The local press should be used to 
give wide coverage of the launch of the Forum. 

Community groups and Voluntary Organisations will also be asked to identify 
a named representatives but if they are unable to do so, any member will be 
able to attend Community Forum meetings. 

2. Agenda Setting 

The meeting discussed a range of methods which could be adopted to identify 
agenda items. Examples included requesting agenda items from Forum 
members in advance; concentrating on the issues already identified from the 
questionnaire and previous meeting: focus on Town centre Development and 
M80 upgrade. 

Views were expressed that agenda setting should be flexible to allow issues to 
be considered as they arise, but at the same time recognising that meetings 
could potentially be used to pursue individuals concerns to the detriment of the 
concerns of the community as a whole. 

3. Communication Arrangements 

The meeting considered the Communication arrangements required to be in 
place and in doing so revisited the frequency of meetings. Views included 
maintaining the status quo i.e. quarterly meetings, or meeting 6 weekly mid 
point between area committee meetings. 

The general view of the meeting was that the development of the Community 
Forum would be an evolving process, and at this stage agreed that further 
consideration should be given to the matter of communication between the 
Area Committee and the Community Forum and the method of representation 
which would be most productive. 
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4. Future arrangements 

The meeting agreed that the Community Forum should be launched in mid to 
late September. A working group would be formed to give further 
consideration to the development and operation of the Community Forum. 
The working group would report to the first meeting of the Community 
Forum. 

Working Group Members were identified as 

Stewart MacCrae 
Alec Sneddon 
Martin Paterson 
Anne Sneddon 
William Hunter 
Elizabeth Hughes 

The working group will meet on Tuesday 4 August and the Convener of the 
Area Committee and Officers will be in attendance. 
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