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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: 
Cumbernauld Area Committee 

From: 
Director of Administration 

SUbJeCt: 

Establishment of Working Group to initiate 
Cumbernauld Access Forum on Disability Issues 

Date:8 September 1998 
I I I 

Ref: TG 

1. Introduction 

1.1 At a meeting of Cumbernauld Area Committee on 19 June 1998 consideration was given to a 
proposal to form an Access Forum for Disabled Groups in Cumbernauld so as to provide a platform 
to consider issues and matters of concern. 

1.2 At that time it was agreed to establish a short term Working Group charged with a specific remit 
to assist in the establishment of the Access Forum and this was subsequently considered and ratified 
at the Policy and Resources (Community Development) Sub-Committee meeting on 26 August. 

1.3 It was also agreed that membership of the Group would comprise Councillors Chadha, McLeod, 
Beekman, McCulloch and McKenna together with one Member representing the minority political 
Groups on the Council (this appointment will be considered at the Council meeting on 17 September 
1998). 

1.4 For the interests of the Committee, the Council following consideration of proposals by the 
Chief Executive, agreed to the formation of a Disability Advisory Group in May this year which 
provides a means for formal liaison with disabled groups, primarily the North Lanarkshire Coalition 
of Disabled Groups. 

2. Current Position. 

2.1 On 4 September an exploratory meeting was held in the Muirfield Community Centre involving 
Officers of the Council, including the Councils Building Control Manager as the Officer responsible 
for advising on disability matters insofar as they relate to buildings, and representatives of Disabled 
Groups in Cumbernauld, at which Depute Provost McCulloch was in attendance, to consider issues 
which might assist the Working Group to discharge it’s remit. 

2.2 At that time a range of issues in which an Access Forum might have an interest were identified 
including:- 

- consultation with Disabled Groups on specific issues, 

- possible implications for the disabled arising from the construction of a new town centre, and 

- the recent revision of the Building Control Regulations and implications for the disabled. 
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2.3 The purpose of this report is to appraise the Committee of the steps taken to date and to initiate 
arrangements for the inaugural meeting of the Working Group so that it might consider issues 
pertinent to its operation e.g. 

- regularity of meetings 

- composition of the Access Forum 

- terms of reference of the Access Forum 

- liaison arrangements with the Council 

- liaison arrangements with the North Lanarkshire Coalition of Disabled Groups. 

- schedule for formation of the Access Forum 

3. Recommendations 

3.1 That the Committee note the steps taken to establish the Working Group of the Cumbernauld 
Access Forum. and 

3.2 That arrangements be made to convene the inaugural meeting of the Working Group on the 
establishment of the Cumbernauld Access Forum. 

Any member requiring further information should contact T. Gaffney at extension 2342. 
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