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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of the request fiom Cumbernauld Community 
Forum to be represented on the Cumbernauld Area Committee. 

Background 

At its meeting of 19 June 1998 the Area Committee considered a report detailing the development in 
respect of the Cumbernauld Community Forum, and in particular agreed that the request that the 
Community Forum be formally represented on the Area Committee be referred to the Policy and 
Resources Committee for due consideration. 

Current Position 

The responsibility for the development of the Community Forum in Cumbernauld is vested in a 
Working Group which comprises representatives of the Forum and the newly appointed office bearers 
namely Stewart McCrae, Chairperson; Marion Patterson, Secretary; Barbara Withers, Vice 
Chairperson. The Working Group has further considered how best to liaise with the Area Committee 
and has agreed that the Community Forum would wish to be represented on the Area Committee 
through its Chairperson and Secretary. The Community Forum considers the term ‘represented’ to 
mean having a right to attend Area Committee meetings and at the discretion of the Convenor, 
contribute to discussion. 

Conclusion 

Having received clarification on Community F o m  representation, the Area Committee is empowered 
to firther consider the matter. 

Recommendations 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

a) agree that the Cumbernauld Community Forum be represented by the Chairperson and Secretary on 
the Area Committee as observers. 

b) otherwise note the report 

Chief Executive 
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CUMBERNAULD COMMUNITY FORUM 

Minute of meeting held on Tuesday 24 November 1998 in District Court, Cumbernauld 

Present: C. Duncan; W. Homer; E. Smith; E. Fisher; M. Patterson; A. Sneddon; A. 
. .. Sneddon; E. Sneddon; R. Reilly; C. McNeil; S .  McCrae; P. Weir; I. 

Cockburn; M. O’Neill; E. MacKenzie. 

Also Attending B. Phiiliben and S .  Martin (North Lanarkshre Council) 

Apologies: H. Baird; M. McIntosh; B. Withers; J. Boulton 

1. Introduction and Welcome 

Mr McCrae in his opening remarks welcomed everyone to the meeting. He went onto report that Mrs 
Rosemary Haigh had died that morning and the Fonun expressed its sympathy to Mrs Haigh’s family. 

- .  
2. Minute of Previous Meeting 

The minute of the previous meeting of 6 October 1998 was approved. 

3. Identification of AOCB 

It was agreed that if time permitted the Forum would discuss Town Centre Development. A report on 
the Area Committee would be tabled under Agenda Item No: 6 

4. Election of Office Bearers 

The following nominations were recorded: 

Chairperson S .  McCrae; and B. Withers 
Vice Chairperson J. Boulton; W. Gilmartin; and B. Withers 
Secretary M. McIntosh; M. Patterson 
Treasurer R Haugh 

Following a ballot the following appointments were made: 

Chairperson: S. McCrae 
Vice Chairperson: B. Withers 
Secretary: M. Patterson 

It was agreed that the position of Treasurer could be filled through the Working Group, who would 
report back to the next meeting of the Community Fonun. 

It was hrther agreed that an invitation to join the Working Group would be made to all nominees who 
had been unsuccessful. 

Mr McCrae thanked the meeting for their support. 
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5. Constitution 

The meeting agreed that the draft Vision Statement would now become a formal statement and be used 
to formulate the Constitution by September 1999. It was further agreed that S t a n b g  Orders would 
need to be considered and that this would be viewed as a developmental process reflecting the needs of 
the Community Forum and the community groups involved. 

6, Area Community Feedback 

A draft minute of the Area Committee meeting of 30 October 1998 was circulated to Fonun members. 
Mrs Patterson gave a brief resume of the business considered, namely: 

Draft Leisure Plan 
This matter was considered by the Committee and noted. 

Lack of community facilities in the area north of the A80 was outlined as a issue of major concern. 
The Communi@ Forum agreed that this matter be brought to the attention of the Director of Leisure 
Services. 

* .  

Interim Community Grants Scheme 
Mrs Patterson and Mr McCrae expressed concern about the Grants Scheme and that the Scheme 
was still an Interim Scheme. Given that the Scheme is a crucial form of support to community 
groups it was agreed that the Community Forum should seek a report on the status of the Scheme 
and how it will operate in the future 

Support to Senior Citizens 
This matter had been raised and suggested by Area Committee Members, that the Community 
Forum could explore the issues. It was agreed by the Community Forum and that the Area 
Committee intentions were unclear, but agreed that the Community F o m  was a useful forum in 
which to gain local perspectives on this issue. 

Working Group on Development of Access Panel 
The Community Forum agreed that the matter of wheelchair availability to the town centre required 
to be considered and that the feasibility of establishing a Shopmobility Scheme be investigated. Mr 
and Mrs Sneddon agreed to raise the issue at the Access Panel’s inaugural meeting. 

Networking - Millennium Funding Awards 

It was noted that funding of €500 - €5,000 for community groups was still available. It was noted that 
a meeting to discuss proposals will be held on Tuesday 1 December 1998 in the New Town Hall. 
8. AOCB 

a) Town Centre Development 
Following a discussion on the development of the town centre, it was agreed that there was a need 
for updated information to be circulated to the Forum and that a presentation on the development 
plans would be requested for the next meeting. Contact to be established with the Director of 
Planning and Development. 

9. Date of Next Meeting 

I 

I 

? 

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 19 January 1999 at 7.15pm for 7.30pm. 
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Vision and Remit for Establishment of Forum 
This paper was prepared by the Forum working group as an aid to discussion and a g r d  after some 
amendmexs. now incorporated, at the inaugural Forum mee:ing on 6 Ocrobcr 1998. 

Purpose: 
Tine Fomn is established to act as a sounding board on local opinion in respect of genexl issues nnich  
affect the community of Cumbenauld. It wiII remain non-political and as such it will s e n e  ro enhance 
existing o p i z ' m  available throush other m e x ~ s .  The Forum will sen'e to increase awareness of 
conmunir). and voiuntary sector activity, aiIow for sharing information, nenvorkins and the 
encouragement of open debate. :' I t  will not displace existing liaison arrangements and n.il! avoid 
duplication of efforts alrezdy in place. ' 

,CIembersliip: 
hiembership is available 10 ail volun:3ry and community groups operating within the geogaphical area 
ivhose objectir.es are broadly to inprove the quality of life. It excludes individuals and party politic31 - groups. :Veri.: the Forum ~vi!l not displace existing relationships with the Council, e.g. Corr!.??.ilnir)r 
Council x d  specific interest Sroups. 

OfJce Bearers: 
A Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretay and 'Treasurer should be appointed on an inrerim-basis. 
executive group will be elected to support the office bearers in the deve!opment of the ForJm. 

-An 

Cotrstitrrtiott : 
The F O ~ E  nil1 oper3te under guiding principics as noted in this paper arid dex.e!ope:! m'er t i r e .  I t  :S 
intended h a t  these princi?les v,ill be developed into a conslimrional basis over the next year to zlion. 
for formal adoption if so desired in September 1999. 

Agenda seniitg: 
Flexibility was rezarded as central and whilst the 3ge3d3 of the Area Comminee \voc!d be 
recogised. the need to develop the issues raised from the membership and wider communir]; \vas 
essential. 
The agenda for each Forum meeting would be published in advance with any addir ioml i t exs  
we!comed provided notice \vas given 5 days prior to the meeting. 
Items received for the agenda would be collated and action deveioped over 3n 3ppic~ria:e 
timescde. Decisions regarding :he appropriateness of items r m e d  for artention mal' only be  ken 
a t  a full Forum nertirig 
!vhne:s of simply individual ~ o n c e r n  nou ld  be inappropriate for the Forum to address. 

Conini irtticarion: 
A11 members are eligibie to attend Forum meetings and this will represenr the na in  m e x s  of 
comxnica t ion  ben\:een menbe:s. 
Meetings would be arranged to coincide with the mid point of Are3 Committee m:e:ings. Tnis 
would 3 1 1 0 ~  for a revielv of maKers referred for consultation in either direction. 
Copies ofrelevant papers should be axfailable to the Forum. 
Counciliors a n d o r  officials may be present at Forum meetings on an advisory basis or as invited. 
The Chair and  Secretary should be given a seat on the Area Committee to enable a direct 
conrribution to discussions but they shall not exercise voting rights. 
The Chair and Secretary would be responsible for taking fonvard issues to the Area Committee and 
would be required to report back to each Forum meeting. 
Meetings of the Forum should be published in advance and reporting encouraged through the local 
press. 

Sripporr: 
The Forum will be supported during this initial phase by the lOc3l Liaison Director and the 
Cumbernauid Area Team. Separ3te funding to enable the Forum's full establishment and funher 
deve!opmenr was currently under consideration by North Lanarkshire Council but there had been no 
provision in the current financial ye3r. The Forum intends to operate independently bui welcomes 
ongoing support from Council officers. 




