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To: Policy and Resources Committee 

From: Chief Executive 

Date: 27 November 1998 I Ref CEO12/002/001 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: North Lanarkshire Community Safety 
Strategy 
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Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Committee of the development of the Community Safety 
Strategy for North Lanarkshire. 

Background 

At its meeting of 10 February 1998 the Environmental Services (Community Safety) Sub Committee 
approved the establishment of a Community Safety Task group. The remit of the task group was to 
develop an integrated Community safety strategy for North Lanarkshire. In establishing the Task 
Group it was fully recognised that the Council alone could not develop an integrated strategy and 
clearly recognised the need to work in partnership with public and voluntary bodies. The 
Community Safety Task Group involves representatives from Lanarkshire Health Board, Strathclyde 
Police, Strathclyde Fire Brigade, British Transport Police, ROSPA, Procurator Fiscal and North 
Lanarkshire CCTV Ltd. 

Since its establishment the work of the Community Safety Task Group has been the identification of 
priority issues and the development of appropriate structures which address these issues. 

On 2 November 1998 the North Lanarkshire Community Safety Strategy was launched with the 
signing of the partnership agreement pledging full support to promote Community Safety within 
North Lanarkshire and a commitment to tackle the priority issues of Home Safety, Transport Safety, 
Domestic Violence, Opportunities for Young People, Alcohol and Drug Abuse. These issues are 
detailed in the leaflet attached as Appendix 1. 

Future Development 
0 

Across North Lanarkshire the statutory and voluntary agencies regularly consider and address 
community safety issues and it is recognised that work is already ongoing by Council departments 
and partner agencies to improve community safety in the local areas. By continuing with a 
partnership approach each agency will bring the benefits of its own experience and knowledge of the 
issues and all of the benefits of a combined approach. 

The Task Group will now focus its activities on continuing to heighten the profile of Community 
Safety issues and a further examination of needs and resources in the context of the five priority 
issues as well as the development of a multi agency strategy to tackle violence against women. 

In launching the Strategy, the commitment to corporate working on community safety is clearly 
stated. Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire Brigade are keen to develop regular dialogue with 
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the Council on Community Safety and have expressed an interest in participating in Area 
Committees and Community Forum structures. 

3.4 A key strand of the strategy is without doubt the input from local communities and Area Committees 
have an important role to play in involving local communities on Community Safety issues and 
priorities. 

4.0 Recommendations 

4.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

(I) note the development of North Lanarkshire Community Safety Strategy; 

(ii) request that Area Committees consider the Community Safety Strategy issues and seek the 
views of the Community Forums; 

(iii) agree that Strathclyde Police and Strathclyde Fire Brigade are invited to attend Area Committees 
as appropriate; and 

(iv) otherwise note the contents of the report. 

Chief Executive 
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