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Date: 6th January 1997 

\ 

Ref: MMcCEH REP 131 

2 AGENDA ITEM NO. .M.y.yII 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

SCOTTISH SCIENCE CENTRE 
Subject : 

Sir Donald MacKay, Chairman of Scottish Enterprise has written to the Chief Executive requesting support for The Scottish 
Science Centre and suggesting how the Council might best express its support for this project. The correspondence and 
summary paper providing more detail on the nature of the project is attached at Appendix I. 

The Scottish Science Trust is promoting this project which comprises six science centres (in Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Inverness and Orkney) linked in real time to provide a national web demonstrating the basic principles of science 
and technology. Collectively these will form The Scottish Science Centre. The Centre will also network with existing science 
outlets at the local level to explore particular themes or specialities reflecting the locality. The network will be engaged in 
developing the public’s understanding of science and will involve a full range of activities from school curriculum to fun for 
the family. 

While there is no science centre within Lanarkshire there is an identifiable need to raise the profile of science and the 
opportunities arising from the commercial spin out from scientific applications currently being developed within the academic 
establishments of Scotland. Linking academia with industry will provide increased economic activity at a local level in the 
longer term. Given that there is an emerging scientific sector within the North Lanarkshire economy through the Medipark 
and related industries it would be appropriate for the Economic Development Committee to express positive support for this 
project. 

Recommendation 

The Committee is asked to note the contents of this report and instruct the Director of Planning and Development to write on 
behalf of the Economic Development Committee to the Chief Executive of the Millennium Commission expressing positive 
support for the Scottish Science Centre. 

\ Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planninp and Development 

For further information contact Gordon Smith, Head of Economic Development & Property 
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Scottish Enterprise 

Sir Donald I MacKaj 
Chai rman 

Mr Andrew Cowe 
Chief Executive 
North Lanarkshire Council 
PO Box'14 
Civic Centre 
MOTHERWELL ML1 1TW 

13 December 1996 

THE SCO TTISH SCIENCE CENTRE 

I am writing to ask you for your support for a national project presently being considered by 
the Millennium Commission. I set out the details below, together with a suggestion as to how 
any support might be best expressed. 

The Scottish Science Trust is promoting a project comprising six science centres (in 
Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness and Orkney) linked in real time to 
provide a national web demonstrating the basic principles of science and technology. 
Collectively, these will form the Scottish Science Centre. The Centre will also network with 
existing science outlets at the local level to explore particular themes or specialities reflecting 
the locality. The network will be engaged in developing the public's understanding of science 
and will involve a full range of activities from school curriculum, to fun for the family. 

The Trust will be the overall policy making body for the national project. A number of 
eminent scientists, technologists and business people have already agreed to serve on the 
Trust. The Trust is presently engaged on a major fund raising exercise with the business 
community. 

Science, engineering and technology have for over two centuries lain at the heart of 
Scotland's wealth creating process and are increasingly vital to the long term prosperity of the 
country. Today, more than ever, there is need of a greater understanding and application of 
science and technology, particularly by young people. 

I 2 0  Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G 2  7JP 

Tel: 0 1 4  1 - 2 4 8 - 2 7 0 0  

Fax: 0 1 4 1 . 2 2 1 - 2 2 5 0  
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The possibility of Millennium Commission hnding has stimulated an initiative of a scale and 
quality which would otherwise be unachievable. The project, as proposed, has a value of 
&84m, of which we are seeking &41m from the Commission. The project has received 
enormous support from the Scottish Enterprise Network, the relevant local authorities, the 
private sector and the academic world. We currently await a decision from the Millennium 
Commission itself. 

One of the stipulations laid down by the Commission for all projects is the need to 
demonstrate ‘widespread and positive support’. As I understand it, this is best expressed in 
writing directly to the Commission itself. The person to contact is: 

Ms Jennifer Page 
Chief Executive 
Millennium Commission 
2 Little Smith Street 
LONDON SWlP 3DM 

As Chairman of the Scottish Science Trust I hope you will find it possible to support this 
initiative and attach a s u m m a r y  paper providing more detail of its nature. Needless to say, I 
would be more than happy to provide further information on request should you wish it. 

SIR DONALD I MACKAY 
CHAIRMAN 
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THE SCOTTISH SClENCE CENTRE 
DEVELOPlNG A N E W  CULTURE FOR SCOTLAND 

Science and technology lie at the heart o f  Scotland's wealth creating process and are vital to the long term 
prospenty of the country. A pre-requisite is greater understanding and engagement in science, particularly by young 
people. 
I n  1985, a Royal Society report on the public understanding of science concluded that the public believed in science 
and technology. recognised its crucial role in their everyday lives, but paradoxically did not  see it as part of their 
cultural milieu. 
In 1994 the Science and Technology Unit of the Scottish Office Education Department produced Turning the Light 
on Science which was inspired by the state of public understanding of science in Scotland. This document identified 
the establishment of a National Science Centre as a key objective. 
Operating within the constraints of the prevailing culture, however, many existing institutions face difficulties in 
bringing about the change in basic attitudes necessary to address the issue in a meaningful way. 
In  Scotland, there is now an opportunity to complement the work of established science-based organisations and 
to develop an infrastructure of sufficient status to kick-start changes in attitude to science and technology. ' k e  
possibility of Millennium funding has stimulated an initiative of a scale, quality and pace which would otherwise 
be unachievable. 
The recently-formed Scottish Science Centre Consortium has made a co-ordinated submission to the Millennium 
Commission to fund the creation and development of six science discovery centres across Scotland. The total ccjst of 
the development programme is €84 million of which the Millennium Commission is being asked to  provide €41 million. 
The Scottish Office has approved capital expenditure of some €15 million by Scottish Enterprise, through local 
enterprise companies. Other public sources, including local authorities will contribute E3 million and discussions are 
taking place with the European Regional Development Fund for a further E20 million. Private sector funding of €5 
million will be required. 

THE SCOTTISH SCIENCE TRUST 
he Scottish Science Trust has  been established to  help to  effect a cultural change within 
Scotland by developing and supporting a national network o f  science centres and other related T institutions. 

The Trust, which has Charitable status, will seek waqr of co-ordinating and sharing activities and resources, including 
the development of exhibits and joint marketing as well as raising and allocating funds. It will comprise 
representatives from science and technology, education, business and commerce. 
The initiative is attracting enthusiastic support from a broad range of interests throughout Scotland, including The 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scottish Enterprise, The Royal Fine Arts Commission, Scottish Tourist Board, BBC, The 
Scottish Council Development and Industry, Scottish Chambers of Commerce and the CBI in Scotland. 

A NATlONAL lNll7ATlVE 
national plan has been developed to create a network of science discovery centres as  the platform for the 
promotion of science and technology within the Scottish community, particularly in education and business, 
and to impress and influence visitors t o  this country. 

Through complementary operating policies and state-of-the-art communication technologies, the Consortium will 
stimulate an integrated national approach to promoting science and technology. 
in  the first instance, discovery centres are proposed at Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen, lnvemess and Orkney, 
although others may be added as  the Consortium develops. Each will include permanent and temporary exhibition 
and demonstration spaces education, retail and catering facilities. They will vary in size depending on local market 
conditions and range hom purpose-built facilities to converted buildings. 
Each of the science centres will be owned and managed by independent operating companies headed by 
management boards representing a variety of local interests. 
Common to all centres will be the exposure of basic principles of science and technology, while each will explore 
particular themes reflecting its location. Working together, the centres will bring operating economies of scale and 
influence beyond the scope of  individual centres through, for example: 

Sharing exhibits, maximising exposure and minimising cost. 
Co-operating in joint initiatives ranging from themed exhibitions and national awards to  competitions and 
promotion. 
Real-time telecommunications links to  access data banks or to enable centres t o  participate in lectures, 
demonstrations and seminars being conducted elsewhere in the science network. 

A 
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Each centre will dwise and deliver local programmes. In Edinburgh, for instance, the science centre will work closeb Mith 
Dynamic Earth, the Royal Society of Edinburgh's proposed 'Windows on  Research' facility, the Edinburgh International 
Science Festival and others. 
In  Glasgow, the Universities, Hunterian Museum and City Galleries and Museums will participate in a regional 
network and links will be established with other West of Scotland facilities such as the National Maritime Museum 
at lrvine and the proposed 'Big Idea' development at Ardeer. . 

National Outreach 
The science centres will be resources rather than buildings and their ultimate success will depend on the degree to 
which they create and sustain community interaction through engaging schools, clubs, universities, business 
organisations and individual companies. 

Roadshows could tour science Festivals, community and trade events, schools and shopping malls. 
Themed exhibits and equipment designed to complement the national curriculum could be available for hire to 
schools and other bodies. 
The network could encompass a high-tech National Resource Library offering materials not widely available to 
schools, colleges and other libraries. These could include science books, CD Roms, interactive videos, teacher 
packs, data and reports. 
The network could promote national and regional awards and competitions. 
In-house lectures, debates and demonstrations could be broadcast to other venues linked via multi-media and 
broad band technology. 
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