
AGENDA ITEM Na. J .  

To : Economic Development 
Committee 

From: Director of Planning & 

Date: December Ref: GSIEMI 

Development 

1996 REPORT 120 

15  

Subject: International Trade Update 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

MEDICA 1996 

EVENT DATES : November 1996 

EVENT LOCATION :Dusseldorf, Germany 

Several healthcare companies from Scotland exhibited their products on the West of Scotland Trade 
Partnership supported stand at Medica, the 28th World Forum for Doctors' Surgeries and Hospitals, 
and the most important international trade fair for out-patient and in-patient care. A fbrther ten 
companies took part in a brief trade mission to the event, in order to evaluate the German healthcare 
market, and to renew existing contacts and establish new ones. 

Around 2000 exhibitors from all over the world presented their products at Medica. Everything new 
and important in the field of medicine was to be found there. More than 40% of the exhibitors and 
22 % of the 105,000 trade visitors were from outside Germany. Alongside the exhibition itself, a 
comprehensive programme of seminars and conferences took place, covering a variety of pertinent 
topics. 

Several of the represented companies were from the North Lanarkshire area. These included Mobility 
UK and New Medical Technology Ltd of Bellshill; Biomedia International of Cumbernauld, and 
Nucleon Biosciences, IMEC Ltd and Sportel Ltd of Coatbridge. For several of these companies, this 
was their first visit to Medica ,and they were amazed at the scale of the event, and the range of products 
on show. The more seasoned visitors were equally satisfied with the high quality of Medlca, which they 
have come to expect of this focal point of the healthcare calendar. Company objectives varied, from 
market research and competition evaluation, to sourcing of agents and distributors, to finding 
alternative sources of supplies. Nucleon Biosciences, for example, expect future business to result 
from their visit to Medlca, from a collaboration with a German company in DNA based diagnostic 
testing, about which discussions commenced during Medlca . New Medical Technology's main 
reasons for attending the event were to survey the competition, to seek new ideas for products to add to 
their current range, and to look for new suppliers. IMEC reported great satisfaction with the potential 
business discussions which they commenced at Medica 1996. These included discussion of the 
possible UK distributorship of clinical waste disposal technology on behalf of an Austrian company, 
and a possible distributorship or dealership for laboratory robotics for a Canadian company. Sportel 
commenced what they expect to be extremely fruitful discussions with a German manufacturer of 
exercise and rehabilitation equipment, and a supplier of cardiovascular and blood pressure meters, with 
a view to utilising these in their product manufacture. 
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Feedback is still awaited from the other participating North Lanarkshire companies. 

Evaluation 

The exhibition, as expected, was extremely well attended, with a hgh standard of visitor. All of the 
participating companies reported that the show came up to their expectations in terms of quality of 
product on show, and in the calibre of visitors . 
Medica is the leading international exhibition in the healthcare sector, and the continued increase in the 
number of West of Scotland companies attending the event with the WSTP is evidence of the fact that 
it continues to be a highly important forum for Scottish companies involved in this area of business. 

More detailed, qualitative evaluations of the benefits to Participating companies will be reported when 
the standard monitoring procedure has been carried out, following receipt of six month follow-up 
questionnaires, at which time it will be possible to identify more definite outcomes resulting from the 
event. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note the contents of this report 

Stanley C%, Director of Planning & Development 

For further information contact G Smith, Head of Economic Development and Property 
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