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Date: 20 DECEMBER 1996 

‘ L .  
NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM No. .baHa-...W 

Ref FL/LC/REPORT/REP.140 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

REPORT 

Subject: 

WISHAW TOWN CENTRE FORUM 

INTRODUCTION 

This report seeks to update members of the Committee on progress made with Wishaw Town Centre Forum. 

TOWN CENTRE INITIATIVES LTD 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd, the town centre management project funded by North Lanarkshire Council and British Steel 
(Industry) Ltd are involved via the Town Centre Managers, in the organisation of the Town Centre Forums. 

WISHAW TOWN CENTRE FORUM 

The Town Centre Forum in Wishaw has had two meetings, in September and November. It is scheduled to meet again in 
January. The Forum is chaired by the Town Centre Manager and the Elected Member who sits on the Forum is Councillor 
John Pentland. Other members of the Forum include representatives from North Lanarkshire Council Department of Planning 
and Development, the Lanarkshire Development Agency, Scotmid, the town’s traders, the Wishaw Business Group, the local 
Chamber of Commerce, the Jobcentre, Wishaw Central Community Council, the local Disability Group and the Police. 

MATTERS DISCUSSED 

The regular topics for discussion on the agenda are a report from the Town Centre Manager and a town centTe crime report 
from the Police. Any member can raise any relevant subject under any other business. 

In addition to regular business, there is a Policy and Practice discussion at each meeting, where a visiting speaker is invited to 
discuss matters of interest to the group. Speakers so far have been North Lanarkshire Council Department of Planning and 
Development on the subject of vacancy and dereliction at the bottom end of the town and Scotmid on their commitment to 
Wishaw. The Lanarkshire Development Agency will be the visiting speaker at the January meeting and the Motherwell 
Enterprise Development Company have been asked to speak in February. 

WISHAW TOWN CENTRE ISSUES 

The main issues concerning the Forum members are: 

the large number of empty retail units in Wishaw Main Street and what to do about them. This is a long running concern, 
made difficult by the properties concerned being in private hands, a number of which of are owned by Scotmid. 

0 the forthcoming report on the roads survey commissioned by the former Strathclyde Regional Council. 

hture partial pedestrianisation 

0 a strategy for the future of the town centre 
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pilot Business Development Project, incorporating retail training and a retail loan scheme. 

town centre environmental improvements. 

PROGRESS BEING MADE WITH FUTURE PLANS 

An informal meeting has taken place between Scotmid, Councillor Pentland and the Town Centre Manager on the subject of 
empty Scotmid owned property and the possibility of changing their use from retail to office. Scotmid has commissioned a 
survey on empty office premises in the town. 

The results of the roads survey will be published early in 1997. 

The development of a pilot Business Development Project for businesses in Wishaw is still continuing. This involves 
Lanarkshire Development Agency, North Lanarkshire Council and MEDCO. It is intended that the project will be launched 
early in the New Year and will offer businesses in Wishaw town centre a range of training and consultancy programmes. 

Discussions are continuing on funding for pend close improvements in Main Street. It is intended that this will involve mono- 
blocking, improved lighting and painting of the pend closes. It is intended that this project would be done in association with 
Wisestart, and Wishaw Business Group who will provide part of the fimding. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the members note the content of the report. 

h 

Director of PlanninP and Development 

For hrther information please contact Fred Landery, Town Centre Manager, Wishaw, Tel. 01698 266566. 




