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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 6 January 1997 Ref DWLCIReportsiRep. 143 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Subject: Business Focus 

CONTEXT 

Members will be familiar with the newsletter “Business Focus”, produced ten times a year by the Economic Development Unit 
and distributed directly to all businesses in North Lanarkshire. In addition, copies are distributed via the Council Offices, 
libraries, Enterprise Trusts and the Lanarkshire Development Agency. 

The purpose of “Business Focus” is to raise awareness of the diversity of economic development within North Lanarkshire, 
and to provide information of interest to the business community. The publication highlights the Council’s economic 
development effort and provides a platform to advertise and promote the Council’s programme of grants, loans and initiatives, 
together with the extensive property portfolio. It is also of benefit to those other Council departments that require to 
communicate regularly with the North Lanarkshire business community. 

It also highlights success stones within the lcoal business community and promoting examples of best practice. 

This report summarises the progress of “Business Focus” since its inception in April 1996 and highlights future developments. 

PROGRESS TO DATE 

Since re-organisation six issues of “Business Focus” have been produced, (June, July, August, September, November and 
December/January). 

The February 1997 edition is currently in production. 

It has been the intention that the publication should provide articles of interest to all those in business, from small start up 
companies to large conglomerates. Feedback suggest that “Business Focus” has about the right balance of Council news to 
“external stories”, but the production team is keen to continue to develop and improve the content. To this end, new 
developments are planned. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

Since the frs t  issue, “Business Focus” has had the advantage of Harry Conroy as a contributor. Harry Conroy is a journalist of 
national renown, and each month his article has profiled a local business person. These have included Neil Bairdwatson of 
Caldervale Forge (subsequently voted Lanarkshire Business Personality of the Year), Lindsay Watson of Eurocentral and 
Comenic Tedecso of Powenvall Systems. 

A new innovation in the December issue was “The Hot Seat”, an interview by the editor with a key player in the North 
Lanarkshire economy. 

From February, local accountant Ian Watson of Watson Dunne & Co. will be contributing a column specifically on fmance. 
“Money Matters” will highlight items of particular and practical business interest, such as the new self assessment taxation and 
VAT. 
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Also from February, an in-depth analysis of a topical economic subject will be contributed by Maurice Smith, Business Editor 
of BBC Scotland. Like Harry Conroy, Maurice is a respected commentator on the economic scene, and is pleased to 
contribute to and be associated with “Business Focus”. 

The production team will continue to ensure that “Business Focus” is a high quality publication which reflects the interests and 
concerns of the local business community whilst promoting the economic development effort and intentions of North 
Lanarkshire Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee note the contents of this report. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of PlanninP and Development 

For hrther information contact Gordon Smith, Head of Economic Development & Property. 




