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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
123 AGENDA ITEM No. . b m . W w m . . . W  

Subject: 

REPORT 

- 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
I SCOTTISH SCREEN LOCATIONS: 
I I FILM PRODUCTION LIAISON 

Date: 6 JANUARY 1997 

I I 

Ref: DWILCREPORTIREP.142 

BACKGROUND 

Members will recall that North Lanarkshire Council supports the work of Scottish Screen Locations (SSL), the body 
responsible for attracting film, television and commercial productions to shoot in Scotland. As part of the subscription, SSL 
offers the opportunity for Council officers to attend a training day on film production liaison. This report outlines progress to 
date. 

THE ROLE OF FILM LIAISON OFFICER 

SSL proposes that each local authority should have in place one member of staff, part of whose remit will involve acting as 
liaison officer for incoming film production. 

It is envisaged that the officer will liaise closely with SSL, handling enquiries with an interest in their area at a local level, once 
SSL has first identified with the production company the most suitable areas for basing their production, based on location 
requirements and logistical constraints. 

The main function of the local film liaison officer is to act as fust point of contact for local information and to liaise with 
relevant public sector services and local offices of national bodies in their area. 

SSL TRAINING DAY 

Two members of the Economic Development Unit attended an SSL training day in December 1996. 

Staff at SSL detailed their procedures fiom the initial inquiry to post - production. They familiarised the Council officers with 
SSL’s photographic and locations database, and provided comprehensive details on the work which needs to be undertaken by 
the liaison officer to make North Lanarkshire a “film friendly” location. 

ACTION POINTS 

As a result of the information gleaned fiom the training seminar, the Economic Development Unit will undertake the following 
tasks: 

Photographic S w e y  
The Unit will seek to augment the location information held by SSL by collecting appropriate location photographs 
throughout North Lanarkshire. The material will be prepared and presented in the format required by SSL. This will 
involve Council and privately owned property including landscape, individual buildings and townscape. This task will be 
on-going and requires a co-ordinated approach with other relevant Council departments (Education, Leisure Services etc.). 
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Production guide 
The production guide will be provided for the benefit of location managers and directors. It will detail the businesses and 
services available in the area, with the aim of keeping as large a proportion as possible of production spend in the local 
economy. Information on services such as hotels, car hire, catering , bricklayers, joiners etc. will be taken from the North 
Lanarkshire Business database and held on computer for ease of editing. 

Mini seminars for interested parties 
It is important that key players in North Lanarkshire Council and the local business community are aware of the economic 
benefits of attracting film productions to the area. To this end the Economic Development Unit will organise a number of 
mini - seminars on the practicalities and pitfalls of location shooting for appropriate groups. The frs t  of these will be 
prepared for the next meeting of the North Lanarkshire Tourism Forum. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That members note the contents of this report and approve the actions taken. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of PlanninP and Development 

For further information contact Gordon Smith, Head of Economic Development & Property. 




