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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

I AGENDA ITEM NO. s*.**mamm.em.ea NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
COUNCIL 

Subject: 

REPORT 

Date: 23 December 1996 Ref Rep.146 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Submission to Local Government Chronicle 
Awards, Community Initiative of the Year 
Competition 1997: Plains Countryside Park. 

BACKGROUND 

The Local Government Chronicle holds an Awards competition each year. The idea behind the awards is to promote 
excellence in local government throughout the UK. Several categories were open for applications to be submitted. The 
Economic Development Unit considered the categories and opted to submit Plains Countryside Park under the Community 
Initiative of the Year Award 1997 (copies of the submission are available from the Economic Development Unit and the 
members library on the fourth floor at the Civic Centre). 

PLAINS COUNTRYSIDE PARK 

In 1992 a steering group of local people from Plains village was established to explore the possibilities of establishing a small 
park on the site of a disused sewage works at the edge of the village. In July 1993 an Urban Programme grant was awarded to 
them from Monklands District Council. An operational structure was set up involving local people in all aspects of managing 
and developing the park. 

The park has been effective at attracting support from external bodies (E120,OOO has been levered in over the past 4 years). It 
has also been successful at receiving recognition for the work it has done, including: 

- New Lanarkshire Ltd, Supercounty Champions 1996 
- Scottish Environmental Awards 1995, Commendation 
- Colonel Sanders Environmental Awards 1994, Commendation 

This is the fmt  time the Plains Countryside Park has been considered in a UK-wide competition. The submitted document for 
the award concentrates upon the extensive community involvement the park has generated and the focus it gives the village. 
Development of the park has also generated training and employment opportunities for local unemployed people, a feature 
which is to be expanded in future. 

A shortlist of applicants to the Awards Scheme will be announced at the end of January 1997. The outcome of Plains 
Countryside Park’s application will be relayed to Committee in due course. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Tha the Committee note the contents of this report and the actions taken. 

nninv and Development 

For further information contact Gordon Smith, Head of Economic Development & Property. 




