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Arab Health 

Several healthcare companies from Scotland exhibited their products on the West of Scotland Trade 
Partnership supported stand at Arab Health, the leading international healthcare exhibition outside 
Europe, covering general healthcare, dentistry,eyecare, laboratory, rehab and hospital supplies. Several 
more companies took part in a brief trade mission to the event , in order to evaluate the Arab healthcare 
market, and to renew existing contacts and establish new ones. The event was led by North and South 
Lanarkshire Councils on behalf of the West of Scotland Trade Partnership. 

Arab Health is very much an international exhibition, extremely well managed by the organisers , and 
evidently regarded by the healthcare industry as an important forum for business, particularly in the 
Middle East, the Indian subcontinent and Africa. Whilst there was naturally a considerable Middle 
Eastern presence, there were also in evidence large groups of companies from the USA, Russia, 
Scandinavia and Western Europe. There were also a large number of companies from the Indian 
sub-continent, visitors as well as exhibitors. 

Two of the represented companies were from the North Lanarkshire area. These were Eurofilters Ltd 
and Avecor Cardiovascular of Bellshill. This was the first visit of both of these companies to Arab 
Health, and they were very impressed at the quality of the event, and the range of products on show. 
Both companies reported successful business achieved during Arab Health. Eurofilters have already 
received orders in excess of &30,000 for their mercury vapour filters, and are in the throes of agreeing a 
distributorship agreement for their products throughout the Gulf countries. Avecor Cardiovascular 
were very impressed at the high quality of the contacts made by them with distributors sharing the same 
high standard and ethics as themselves. Due to the highly technical nature of their products, as 
expected , no actual orders were placed during the exhibition, however Avecor fblly expect the 
discussions which are currently ongoing to result in definite business in the near future. 

Evaluation 

The exhibition, as expected, was extremely well attended, with a high standard of visitor. All of the 
participating companies reported that the show came up to their expectations in terms of quality of 
product on show, and in the calibre of visitors . 
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Following this year's participation, it is anticipated that Arab Health will feature in the Trade 
Development Programme in future years, building on the already significant activity in the international 
healthcare market. 

More detailed, qualitative evaluations of the benefits to participating companies will be reported when 
the standard monitoring procedure has been camed out., following receipt of six month follow-up 
questionnaires, at which time it will be possible to identifj more definite outcomes resulting from the 
event. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note the contents of this report 

k Stanley C Cook, Director of Planning & Development 

For further information contact G Smith, Head of Economic Development and Property 
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