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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

x 2  ~ AGENDA * - NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

REPORT 

Date: 13 FEBRUARY 1997 Ref FALLCREP.176 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN TOWN CENTRES 

INTRODUCTION 

This report seeks to update members of the Committee on events which took place in North Lanarkshire Town Centres over 
the Christmas period. 

TOWN CENTRE INITIATIVES LTD 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd, the town centre management project funded by North Lanarkshire Council and British Steel 
(Industry) Ltd were responsible for the development, and fund-raising for the various Christmas events. The Councils Leisure 
Services Department co-ordinated the entertainment. Both the Leisure Services and Planning & Development Departments 
were responsible for the Christmas lights, trees and other street decorations in the town centres. 

EVENTS 

Wishaw had its now traditional Gala Night, with Jazz Band and compere, the lights being switched on by Alex McLeish, 
Manager of Motherwell Football Club. Despite very wet and cold weather it is estimated that several hundred people turned 
out to participate in the event. 

In Bellshill there was a procession led by two mounted policemen to the platform where a Jazz Band played. The lights were 
switched on by Provost Vincent Mathieson, who also performed the ceremony in Motherwell Town Centre where two local 
Primary Schools provided carol singing. 

A customer service competition was held among town centre businesses in Wishaw, Motherwell and Bellshill. The event was 
organised by including coupons in the local press, offering customers the opportunity to nominate a local business. The 
response to the competition was good in Wishaw, but poor in Bellshill and Motherwell, believed to be due to the higher profile 
given by the press in Wishaw, but also it was felt that shoppers were too busy at Christmas time and were reluctant to take time 
to complete a coupon. It is thought that it may be better to organise such competitions at different times of the year in the 
future. 

The winners of the competition in each of the three towns were as follows: 
0 Halifax Building Society Bellshill 
0 JohnMenzies Motherwell 
0 Supercard Wishaw 

In Bellshill there was a window dressing competition, the trophy for the best large shop going to MacKay's and for the best 
small shop to Papertree. The local press were supportive by providing free editorial space and photographs. 

In Airdrie and Coatbridge the lights were switched on by Deputy Provost Bany McCulloch, a Jazz Band played and carols 
were played by the band of the Salvation Army. There was also a small scale ceremony in Kilsyth. 

Santa was present at the lights switch-on ceremonies and visited Airdrie, Bellshill, Coatbridge and Kilsyth at different times 
during December. The Aquatec at Motherwell had its own Santa and the Wishaw Traders hired their own. Children's 
roundabouts visited all six towns at weekends during December. 



FUNDING AND SPONSORSHIP 

The cost of the events was met by a donation of 54,000 from Lanarkshire Supercounty and E4,000 from North Lanarkshire 
Council. The two Town Centre Managers raised a further 52,500 in cash and goods in kind for Santa’s sack. This included 
BT sponsorship for the cost of the town centre Christmas trees in Bellshill, Motherwell and Wishaw and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland sponsored the trophy for the customer service competition. 

A seIection of the local press coverage of the events is attached. 

REVIEW AND ACTION POINTS 

The town centre manager has held a meeting with the Leisure Services Department and has or will consult with the views of 
the various town centre Forums about the Christmas events to make recommendations for the changes or improvements for 
future Christmas campaigns. The main feedback to date has been as follows: 
0 need to start planning and preparing the street lights/decorations as a much earlier date 

need for improved communication all round 
0 need to provide banddentertainment with protection from weather 

All of these points have been taken on board and appropriate action will be taken, 

RECOMME NDATION 

That the members note the content of the report and the actions being taken. 

StanleyCCook 
Director of Planning and Development 

For further information please contact Fred Landery, Town Centre Manager. Telephone 01698 266566 
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