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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA rtEM #b. A NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject : MOTHERWELL COLLEGE 
INTERNATIONAL LINK PROJECT 

REPORT 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide members with detailed information on the visit to Humber College, Toronto from the 
8th - 20th November 1996 which was sponsored by North Lanarkshire Council. 

Motherwell College had been invited to undertake a visit to Humber College, Toronto as the result of an earlier visit to 
Motherwell by Humber College to discuss the possibility of an international link project. The connection between the 2 
colleges occurred as a result of a former student of Motherwell College who is now the Executive Chef at the King Edward 
Hotel in Toronto meeting with a representative of the College to discuss the possibility of a student exchange programme. The 
objective of the November visit was to:- 

(i) promote Scottish food produce and, in particular, the produce of those companies within Lanarkshire; 

(ii) to discuss the development of a joint international culinary arts diploma to be offered by both Motherwell College 
and Humber College. 

The Scottish Tourist Board had granted permission to market the project under the brand name “A Taste of Scotland”. This 
enabled the group to use merchandise from the Scottish Tourist Board in addition to the promotional materials from food 
companies. The main sponsors of the event were North Lanarkshire Council and Eurocrest Scotland Limited. A full report on 
the visit has been submitted by Motherwell College to the Economic Development Unit and is available to members on 
request. The main benefits outlined in the report are:- 

(i) the project confirmed the high calibre of students that Motherwell College attracts on its hospitality courses; 

(ii) the programme enabled students to experience the range of cooking styles by visiting contemporary, ethnic and 
international restaurants 

(iii) The project provided the opportunity for Motherwell College students to participate in classroom work at Humber 
College while the staff met to discuss the development of future cumculum. 

The current position is that they have identified the similarities between the first year of both courses. However these will 
require to be further developed in the second year before the Scottish Vocational Educational Council (SCOTVEC) will 
provide endorsement of the qualification. Further development work is at present underway and discussions with SCOTVEC 
are also taking place. 
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A follow up visit by members of staff from Humber College is being made to Motherwell College in March to complete the 
rewriting of the joint course cumculum. The college has asked the Council to consider providing a small civic function for the 
visiting delegation which consists of 3 members of staff and 4 students. Agreement has been reached with MacDonald Hotels 
Limited to be contracted as training partners for the project. This will enable Canadian students studying their second year at 
Motherwell College to conclude their training by working in a MacDonald Hotel within Scotland. Motherwell College 
students will study their second year in Canada. Industrial partners will be signed during a reciprocal visit by staff to Toronto 

1997. 
4 at a date yet to be finalised. It is proposed that the first intake of students for this new course will commence study in August 

. 
In conclusion the College's report acknowledges the contribution made to the project by the Economic Development Unit in 
terms of identifying Lanarkshire companies wishing to participate in the project; and the financial support of North 
Lanarkshire Council. The other sponsor, Eurocrest Scotland continue to demonstrate their support to the project and the work 
of the College by assisting the placing of Humber College students at their unit within the Motorola plant at Bathgate in March. 
Further, Eurocrest are to award a scholarship to a student from Motherwell College enabling himher to complete their studies 
in Canada. 

Recommendation 

That the members note the contents of this report and approve :- 

The report be remitted to the Council's Civic Function group for consideration of the request for a civic reception for the 
delegation from Humber College visiting North Lanarkshire from 20th March 1997 to 27th March 1997. 

C;I Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning. and Development 

For further information contact Gordon Smith, Head of Economic Development & Property 




