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13, AGENDA NO* NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DLRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 9 APRIL 1997 I Ref: MMCREP.205 
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REPORT 

Subject : SCOTTISH TEXTILE 
ASSOCIATION 

The purpose of this report is to consider the request from the Scottish Textile Association to the Council to become an 
associate member of that body. 

The Council have received a request to apply for associate membership of the Scottish Textile Association at an 
annual subscription for 1997 of f352.50 including VAT. The Association was launched in 1995 with the overall 
objective to improve the economic viability and potential of the textile industry in Scotland. It is a partnership 
between the manufacturers, the enterprise network and the organisations who provide the support services to the 
industry. A letter from Dr Alastair Alexander, Chief Executive of the Association, is attached at Appendix 1. 

Textile Sector 

The Economic Development Unit database has identified 16 companies within North Lanarkshire involved with the 
manufacturing of clothing who currently employ approximately 1,150 people. The main employment within the 
sector is concentrated within 4 large companies who employ almost 1,000 people. Through the creation of the 
database textile companies in North Lanarkshire now receive regular information from the Economic Development 
Unit through Business Focus and other forms of direct mail informing them of the range of business assistance 
availabIe to all businesses including any initiatives, trade missions, exhibitions specifically targeted at the textile 
industry. 

Conclusion 

Having given consideration to the request for membership it is proposed that the Council currently decline the 
invitation to become an associate member given existing links between the Council and the textile sector and the 
revenue implications of the request. 

Recommendation 

Members are asked to approve that the Director of Planning & Development would write to the Scottish Textile 
Association declining the invitation to become an associate member of that body. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of PlanninP and DeveloDment 

For further information contact Maureen McConachie, Economic Development Manager on 01236 616266. 
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17 February 1997 

SCOTTISH TEXTILE ASSOCIATION 
91 Militchell Street, Glasgo~v GI  3LN. Scotland. 

Tel: 01.41-226 3267 Fax: 0141-226 3761 

Dear SiriMadam 

I would like your organisation to consider becoming an Associate Member of the Scottish Textile 
Association. I have enclosed a membership pack for your information. 

The STA is the trade and skills development body for all sectors of the Scottish textiles industry, It is a 
unique partnership between the manufacturers, the Enterprise Nebvork and the organisations that 
provide support services to the industry. 

Textiles are vital to Scotland's manufacturing capability. Gross output is over f 1.8 billion per annum 
with direct employment of over 41,000 and nearly 80,000 when indirect employment is included. 
Exports currently stand at approximately f 530 million a year. 

The industry's performance has been under pressure since the early 1980's and employment has 
reduced significantly, margins have tightened and international competition has increased. It was 
against this background that the STA was established, in 1995, to try to halt the decline, to provide a 
lead and to encourage the regeneration of the industry. We have built up a strong company 
manufacturing base in our membership. 

The purpose of this letter and the enclosures is to enlist your active support by becoming an Associate 
Member. Associate Membership is offered to organisations which provide support services to the 
industry such as Colleges, Universities, Enterprise Bodies and Unitary Authorities. 

Our recently completed Skills Strategy identified the need for closer links between the education and 
training establishments and industry to help meet our current and future skill requirements. Their 
research and development services are crucial to our industry's future success. 

The Enterprise Network is already sponsoring the STA but there are opportunities for other enterprise 
and business development organisations to join the STA to mutual benefit. A fuFdamental part of our 
challenge is to work with others to create a bigger and more efiective total programme. 

We already work with a number of the Unitary Authorities on exhibitions, buyer's guides and general 
business support and would like to explore other opportunities. 

Associate Membership offers a route to closer involvement with the textile industry and ultimately a 
stronger network to drive the regeneration of Scottish textiles. 

I hope that your organisation will consider Associate Membership. If you wish further information or an 
informal discussion about the STA 1 would be very pleased to hear from you. 

Yours faithfully 

Dr. Alastalr Alexander 
Chief Executive 


