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Subject : MOTHERWELL TOWN 

REPORT 
MANAGEMENT GROUP - UPDATE 
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Introduction 

This report seeks to update members of the Committee on the progress being made with the Motherwell Town Centre 
Management Group. 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd, the town centre management project funded by North Lanarkshire Council and British 
Steel (Industry) Ltd is involved with the Group via the Town Centre Manager, who is the Secretary. 

Motherwell Town Centre Manapement Group 

The Group was formed by Motherwell District Council to stimulate trade in Motherwell, organise promotional events 
in the town centre and encourage people to shop locally. The Group is chaired by the Manager of the local Boots the 
Chemist store and Councillor Alex Craig is the Elected Member representative. Other members include 
representatives from North Lanarkshire Council’s Department of Planning and Development and Leisure Services, 
Lanarkshire Development Agency, town centre based businesses, the managing agents for the owners of the 
shopping mall, the local disability group and Strathclyde Police. 

The Group meets at six weekly intervals in the Town Centre Manager’s office in Dalziel Workspace and Training 
Centre in Mason Street, Motherwell. The Group is very active with meetings well attended and lots of contributions 
and discussion fiom all of the town centre users. 

The Group’s most recent event was an Easter promotion in the town centre, involving local primary schools in a 
competition to locate Disney characters hidden in various shops. Prizes were donated by Boots, Menzies and 
Woolworths and produced a noticeable increase in footfall (i.e. number of visitors to town) in the town on Easter 
Saturday. The event was co-ordinated by the Town Centre Manager. 

Motherwell Town Centre Issues 

The main issues concerning the Management Group members are :- 

Car parking. A survey has been partially carried out to find reasons why the main car park at Brandon Parade East is 
sometimes 33% full by 9.00 a.m. On completion the Group will make recommendations to the Council about 
possible action required. 

Graffiti and fly posting. This problem afflicts all our town centres to a greater or lesser degree, but one which often 
blights the underpasses leading to Motherwell town centre. The Economic Development Unit have developed an 
environmental improvements project which is the subject of a European Funding application. If successful, this 
problem can be addressed 
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0 Proposed extension to the current shopping precinct. Some members are concerned about the possible negative 
effects an extension may have on the existing town centre. Traffic and retail impact studies have been carried out and 
the Planning & Development Department will be making a presentation on the proposed development to Motherwell 
Town Centre Management Group. 

5 .  Conclusion 

The Motherwell Town Centre Management Group has generally progressed well with lots of potential ideas still to be 
developed. Quarterly reports on the progress of the group will be submitted to the Economic Development 
Committee. 

6 .  Recommendation 

It is recommended that the members note the content of the report. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning and Development 

For further information contact Fred Landerry, Town Centre Manager. Tel : 01698 266566 


