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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: 

REPORT 

Date: 4 April 1997 Ref: DD/REP.I 89 

TRAINING ASSISTANCE GRANT 
From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT 

This report seeks to provide the Economic Development Committee with a year-end report 
for the Training Assistance Grant (TAG) programme for the 1996/97 financial year. 

INTRODUCTION 

The TAG programme provides financial assistance in the form of grant to unemployed 
residents of North Lanarkshire to provide access to employment related training where such 
training is otherwise unavailable. The TAG programme is directed toward residents who 
have been unemployed in excess of three months with the maximum grant award being 
f 500, which is paid directly to the training provider. The scheme is designed to be largely 
reactive to allow funding of relevant training to meet the employment needs of the individual 
applicant and the job market. 

The scheme is administered and delivered by the Economic Development Unit in accordance 
with current administrative procedures. All applicants complete an application form and are 
interviewed personally by staff of the Economic Development Unit to assess eligibility, the 
requirement for training and linkages between the proposed training and employment 
opportunities. 

1996197 PROGRAMME 

In total the budgetary provision for grant assistance to unemployed residents of North 
Lanarkshire for this financial year was f25,200, with North Lanarkshire Council providing 
E 15,200 and f 10,000 being supplied by Employment Services. 

Noted in the table below are details of all applications received by the Economic 
Development Unit in terms of geographic location:- 
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3.3 Figure 1 below details the percentage of grants awarded to unemployed residents in respect 
of male and female applicants. 

Fiqure 1 

Approved male I female applicants 

Female 
8% 

Male 
92% 

3.4 There are 3 geographic areas in which the programme is delivered in North Lanarkshire and 
Figure 2 below identifies the total number of approved applicants from each area. The TAG 
programme was operated by Monklands District Council prior to local government 
re-organisation and therefore the awareness of the programme has possibly led to an 
imbalance in the uptake of the scheme in that area. The Sothern area has a similar scheme 
known as the “Generator Fund” delivered through Community Enterprise Motherwell which is 
the reason for low demand in that area. 
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4.0 1997/98 Programme 

4.1 The Training Assistance Grant will continue to assist unemployed persons in North 
Lanarkshire with training that will result in permanent employment for the trainees. It is 
anticipated that the Council will be able to assist some 90 applicants during the 1997/98 
financial year. The Council has submitted an application through the European Social Fund 
for an additional f25,957 together with the f10,000 Employment Services contribution to the 
programme. North Lanarkshire Council has agreed f21,720 giving a total scheme budget of 
f 57,683. 

- 

5.0 Recommend at i o ns 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

(i) Note the contents of this report, and; 

(ii) Note that progress reports will be submitted to Committee on a quarterly basis. 

IG & 
Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning & Development 

For further information contact John Turley, Senior Economic Development Officer vel :  01 236 61 6271) 


