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         Motherwell, 24 April 1997 at 2 pm.

  A Meeting of the ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE

PRESENT

Councillor Connelly, Vice-Convener; Councillors A. Burns, Cefferty,
Gray,
Lunny, Provost Mathieson, G. Murray, Robertson and Wallace.

CHAIR

Councillor Connelly (Vice-Convener) presided.

IN  ATTENDANCE

The Chief Committee Services Officer, Economic Development Unit
Manager, Service Manager (Planning and Building Control) and Policy
Planning Manager.

APOLOGIES

Councillors Barrie, Beekman, Curran, Coyle, H. McGuigan, R. McKenna,
Pentland, Shaw and Sullivan.

UNEMPLOYMENT  MONITORING  -  UNEMPLOYMENT  FIGURES  TO
FEBRUARY  1997

1.     Under reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 23 January 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 by the Chief Executive
       summarising the present unemployment position in North
       Lanarkshire together with a note of unemployment trends within
       the Council's area to February 1997.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Chief Executive be authorised to circulate Ward
            unemployment information to all Members on a monthly
            basis;

       (2)  that the Chief Executive be authorised to circulate the
            quarterly report once approved by the Committee within
            and outwith the Authority as appropriate, and

       (3)  that the report be otherwise noted.

GARTCOSH  REGENERATION  -  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CENTRAL  CAPITAL
CHALLENGE  FUND  BID

2.     There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 March 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development advising that the
       Scottish Office had recently announced a successful first round
       Central Capital Challenge Fund Bid for the regeneration of the



       former British Steelworks site at Gartcosh in the sum of $3.8 m
       drawn down over three years commencing in the financial year
       1997/98.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

RAVENSCRAIG  REGENERATION

3.     The Service Manager (Planning and Building Control) was heard
       with regard to ongoing developments for the regeneration of the
       former British Steelworks site at Ravenscraig and intimated that
       Consultants had recently been appointed to work on a Masterplan
       for the area.

       It was noted that a Working Group had been established to
       progress the regeneration proposals and it would report to
       Committee as developments occur.

       Decided:that the contents of the oral report be noted
               meantime.

SCOTTISH  ENTERPRISE  -  BOARD  MEETING

4.     Under reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of meeting of this
       Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a report
       dated 9 April 1997 by the Director of Planning and Development
       enclosing a Note of a meeting of the Scottish Enterprise Board
       which had taken place on 6 February 1997.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

MOTHERWELL  YOUTH  ENTERPRISE  CENTRE  -  BOARD
REPRESENTATION

5.     There was submitted a report dated 3 March 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development seeking the Council's approval for
       the continuation of Officer representation on the Board of
       Motherwell Youth Enterprise Centre.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee approve of continued North
            Lanarkshire Council representation on the Board of
            Motherwell Youth Enterprise Centre, and

       (2)  that the Director of Planning and Development be
            nominated as the Council's representative.

COMMUNITY  ENTERPRISE  MOTHERWELL  -  CLOSURE

6.     Under reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a



       report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development advising of the action taken to close down
       Community Enterprise, Motherwell following the termination of
       Urban Programme Funding and intimating that economic
       development activity would continue at CEM's former offices in
       Craigneuk until December 1997 under the auspices of an
       Economic Development Manager.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

VISIT  BY  AFZ  SCHWEINFURT,  GERMANY  DELEGATION

7.     Under reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 advising of the outcome of
       the recent visit to the Motherwell area by a delegation from AFZ
       Schweinfurt, Germany and seeking the Council's support, in
       principle, for a bid by the delegation for European Funding under
       INTEGRA.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee support, in principle, the AFZ
            Schweinfurt delegation's bid for European Funding under
            INTEGRA, and

       (2)  that the report be otherwise noted.

INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  UPDATE

(1)  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  TRADE  PARTNERSHIP  PROGRAMME

8.     Under reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report dated April 1997 by the Director of Planning and
       Development with regard to the participation by North Lanarkshire
       Companies in the West of Scotland Trade Partnership Programme
       which by the end of March 1997 had assisted a total of
       27 Companies.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

(2)  CHICAGO,  USA  -  10-14  MARCH  1997

9.     Under reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report dated April 1997 by the Director of Planning and
       Development with regard to National Manufacturing Week held in
       Chicago, USA from 10-14 March 1997, an international trade
       event attended by six Companies from North Lanarkshire whose
       participation had been supported by the Council.

       Decided:that the report be noted.



(3)  PARIS,  FRANCE  -  18-21  MARCH  1997

10.    Under reference to paragraph 9 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report dated April 1997 by the Director of Planning and
       Development with regard to SITL 1997 held in Paris, France from
       18-21 March 1997, an international trade event attended by one
       Company from North Lanarkshire whose participation had been
       supported by the Council.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

ARMS  CONVERSION  PROJECT  (ACP)  -  SPONSORSHIP  REQUEST

11.    There was submitted a report dated 2 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development intimating that the Council had
       recently received a sponsorship request from the Arms Conversion
       Project (ACP), an Organisation which prior to reorganisation of
       local government had been supported by the former Monklands
       and Motherwell District Councils as well as Strathclyde Regional
       Council.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee approve a $500 retrospective
            subscription to the Arms Conversion Project (ACP) for the
            financial year 1996/97;

       (2)  that the Director of Planning and Development submit a
            further report to the Committee on the question of
            sponsorship for the financial year 1997/98, and

       (3)  that the contents of the report be otherwise noted.

SCOTTISH  TEXTILE  ASSOCIATION  (STA)  -  ASSOCIATE  MEMBERSHIP

12.    There was submitted a report dated 9 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development intimating that the Council had
       recently received an invitation from the Scottish Textile
Association
       (STA) to become an Associate Member of that Body.

       Decided:that the Committee decline the invitation to become
               an Associate Member of the Scottish Textile
               Association (STA).

STEEL  ACTION  -  BRITISH  STEEL  RESTRUCTURING:  STEEL  ACTION
CONTINGENCY  FUND

13.    There was submitted a report dated 22 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development advising of the outcome of the Steel
       Action Ordinary General Meeting held in Middlesbrough on



       21 March 1997 and requesting that Member Authorities contribute
       a minimum of $500 to a Contingency Fund to be created in order
       to employ a new member of staff to deal specifically with issues
       arising from British Steel's restructuring plans.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee agree to make a contribution of $500
            to the Steel Action Contingency Fund, and
       (2)  that the report be otherwise noted.

MARKETING  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMME  1996/97

14.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 1 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development providing an evaluation
       of the Marketing Assistance Programme for 1996/97 during which
       a total of 33 Companies had successfully completed the training
       programme.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMME  FOR  RETAILERS  IN
BELLSHILL  AND  WISHAW

15.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 6 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development with regard to the
       proposed establishment of a Business Development Programme for
       Retailers in Bellshill and Wishaw and recommending a maximum
       contribution of $12,950 from existing budgets towards the total
       Project cost.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee agree to proceed with the Business
            Development Programme for Retailers in Bellshill and
            Wishaw;

       (2)  that the Committee agree a maximum contribution of
            $12,950 from existing budgets towards the total Project
            cost, and

       (3)  that the report be otherwise noted.

MOTHERWELL  TOWN  CENTRE  MANAGEMENT  GROUP  -  UPDATE
REPORT

16.    There was submitted a report dated 7 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development providing an update for Members
       on the progress being made by the Motherwell Town Centre
       Management Group in their bid to organise promotional events in
       the Town Centre area and to encourage people to shop locally.

       Decided:that the report be noted.



LOCAL  BUSINESS  PROMOTION  PACK  PROJECT  -  ERDF  GRANT
APPLICATION

17.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development intimating that a bid
for
       ERDF funding had been launched by his Department in
       March 1997 to assist with the establishment of a Local Business
       Promotion Pack Project, and to seek homologation of the action
       taken to date.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee homologate the action taken by the
            Director of Planning and Development in bidding for ERDF
            grant assistance for the Local Business Promotion Pack
            Project, and

       (2)  that the report be otherwise noted.

LADY  ANNE  TRAINING  CENTRE  AND  MANAGED  WORKSPACE
PROJECT,  AIRDRIE  -  SCOTTISH  OFFICE  CENTRAL  CAPITAL
CHALLENGE  FUND  BID

18.    Under reference to paragraph 17 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development seeking Council approval for the preparation of
       the Lady Anne Training Centre and Managed Workspace Project,
       Airdrie for consideration for a Scottish Office Central Capital
       Challenge Fund Bid.

       Decided:that the Committee approve the preparation of the
               Lady Anne Training Centre and Managed Workspace
               Project, Airdrie for consideration for a Scottish Office
               Central Capital Challenge Fund Bid.

LAUNCHPAD  PROJECT

19.    There was submitted a report dated 24 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development seeking Council approval for the
       support by the provision of funding to the level of $25,000
towards
       the running costs of the Launchpad Project and advising of future
       development options for the Project.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee approve the allocation of $25,000
            towards the running costs of the Launchpad Project in the
            financial year 1997/98 together with the future action
            proposed as outlined in the report;

       (2)  that the Directors of Education and Social Work be



            appraised of the Project, and

       (3)  that the report be otherwise noted.

PROPOSED  TOWN  CENTRE  FORUM  FOR  SHOTTS

20.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development seeking approval for
       the formation and establishment of the Shotts Town Centre Forum
       and for a Member to be nominated to serve on the Forum.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee agree to the formation and
            establishment of the Shotts Town Centre Forum, and

       (2)  that consideration of the appointment of a Council
            Member to serve on the Forum be remitted to the next
            meeting of North Lanarkshire Council.

PETERSBURN/CRAIGNEUK  INITIATIVE,  AIRDRIE  -  NOMINATIONS  TO
BOARD

21.    Under reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 5 December 1996, there was submitted
       a report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 by the Director of
       Planning and Development seeking Council approval for the
       re-appointment of Councillors Lucas and Connelly to the Board of
       the Petersburn/Craigneuk Initiative, Airdrie and the nomination
of
       Councillor Lucas to the position of Chairman.

       Decided:that the Committee approve the re-appointment of
               Councillors Lucas and Connelly to the Board of the
               Petersburn/Craigneuk Initiative, Airdrie and the
               nomination of Councillor Lucas to the position of
               Chairman.

URBAN  PROGRAMME  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  FUNDED
PROJECTS  -  MONITORING  PROCEDURES

22.    With reference to paragraph 1 of the Minute of the meeting of
this
       Committee held on 12 September 1996, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 3 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development with regard to the status of Urban Programme
       Funded Economic Development Projects currently supervised by his
       Department, and advising of new monitoring procedures now in
       place.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee approve the new monitoring
            procedures for Urban Programme Funded Economic



            Development Projects as set out in the Director's report,
            and

       (2)  that the report be otherwise noted.

PRE-VOCATIONAL  CARE  COURSE  -  ESF  RESIDER  APPROVAL

23.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 3 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development advising of the
       successful bid for funding through the European Social Fund's
       Resider Programme for a Pre-Vocational Care Course and
       intimating that he had identified resources within the Department
       to match fund the Project, at 45% of the total cost of the
Project,
       namely $13,500.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

LANARKSHIRE  INWARD  INVESTORS  PILOT  TARGETED  TRAINING
PROGRAMME  -  INWARD  INVESTMENT  EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES:  PRE-VOCATIONAL  TRAINING

24.    Under reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 24 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development advising of progress in relation to the
       development of a Pre-Vocational Training Course for long-term
       unemployed people in terms of the Lanarkshire Inward Investors
       Pilot Targeted Training Programme.

       In that connection, the Economic Development Unit Manager
       advised the Committee that the Council's bid for European funding
       for unemployed people over 25 had been successful and that it
       was proposed to re-submit a bid for similar funding for
       unemployed people under 25 in the near future.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  FOOD  SECTOR  INITIATIVE

25.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development outlining a partnership
       proposal in relation to the establishment of a business support
       initiative aimed at encouraging North Lanarkshire Food Sector
       Companies to identify steps critical to Food Safety (Hazard
       Analysis and Control).

       Decided:

       (1)  that the Committee agree, in principle, to the formation of
            a North Lanarkshire Food Sector Initiative;

       (2)  that the Director of Planning and Development be
            authorised to liaise with the Director of Environmental



            Services and Lanarkshire Development Agency in order to
            progress the Initiative, and

       (3)  that the report be otherwise noted.

TRAINING  FOR  UNEMPLOYED  PEOPLE  -  THE  GATEHOUSE
PROJECT

26.    There was submitted a report dated 24 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development advising of the above pilot training
       Project which offered certificated training in construction
skills to
       long-term unemployed residents of the Central area, part of which
       involved the refurbishment of a derelict cottage in the grounds
of
       Summerlee Heritage Park, Coatbridge and which it is anticipated
       will serve as a model for future local training programmes in
North
       Lanarkshire.

       In that connection, the Economic Development Unit Manager
       expanded upon the success of the Project which had resulted in
       50% of the Trainees securing full-time employment.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

TRAINING  RESOURCE  BANK  -  EVALUATION  REPORT

27.    There was submitted a report dated 24 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development advising of the evaluation of the
       Urban Programme Funded Training Resource Bank Project after
       two years' implementation.

       Decided:

       (1)  that the report be remitted to the Policy and Resources
            (Community Development) Sub-Committee for information
            in respect of the Urban Programme, and

       (2)  that the report be otherwise noted.

NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  LOANS  1996/97  -  WEST  OF
SCOTLAND  LOANS  FUND

28.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development advising of the year end
       results of the North Lanarkshire Business Loans Fund in
       conjunction with the West of Scotland Loans Fund.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

LOCAL  ENTERPRISE  ACTION  FUND  (LEAF)



29.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development advising of the year end
       results of the Local Enterprise Action Fund (LEAF) from which it
       was noted that a total of 17 awards of $1,000 had been
       advanced to individuals setting up in a variety of business
ventures
       during the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

BOOST  FOR  BUSINESS  GROWTH  1996/97

30.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development advising of the year end
       results of the Boost for Business Growth Programme arising from
       which it was noted that a total of 8 Companies had been assisted
       with grants totalling $32,450 during the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

EMPLOYMENT  GRANTS  SCHEME  -  WAIVER  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT
PERIOD

31.    There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by
       the Director of Planning and Development seeking homologation
       of the action taken in waiving the minimum period of
       unemployment in the case of a new employer offering employment
       to previous employees of a company affected by closure.

       In that connection, the Economic Development Unit Manager
       advised the Committee that the assets of Ky-Lin Limited, based in
       Airdrie had recently been purchased by Harrison-Field Limited
       which proposed to re-employ 28 employees of the former
       Company.

       Decided:that the Committee homologate the action taken by
               the Director of Planning and Development in waiving
               the minimum period of unemployment in this case
               where it was evidenced that a new employer was
               offering employment to previous employees of a
               Company affected by closure.

BUSINESS/TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMMES  -  ANNUAL
REPORTS  1996/97

(1)  BOOST  FOR  BUSINESS  START-UP

32.    Under reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 23 January 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development providing details of applications received and
       approved under the Council's Boost for Business Start-Up Scheme
       during the financial year 1996/97.



       Decided:that the report be noted.

(2)  EMPLOYMENT  GRANTS  SCHEME

33.    Under reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 8 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development providing details of applications received and
       approved under the Council's Employment Grants Scheme during
       the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

(3)  MANAGEMENT  AND  TECHNOLOGY  TRAINING  GRANTS  SCHEME

34.    Under reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 4 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development providing details of applications received and
       approved under the Council's Management and Technology
       Training Grants Scheme during the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

(4)  TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  GRANTS  SCHEME

35.    Under reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 4 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development providing details of applications received and
       approved under the Council's Training Assistance Grants Scheme
       during the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

(5)  YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  AND  TRAINING  INITIATIVE

36.    Under reference to paragraph 27 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report (docketed) dated 7 April 1997 by the Director of Planning
       and Development providing details of applications received and
       approved under the Council's Youth Employment and Training
       Initiative during the financial year 1996/97.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

D. B.  MARSHALLS,  COATBRIDGE  -  COMPANY  CLOSURE

37.    Under reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 13 March 1997, there was submitted a
       report dated 10 April 1997 by the Director of Planning and



       Development providing an update on the closure of the D.B.
       Marshalls Food Group in Coatbridge.

       In that connection, the Economic Development Unit Manager
       advised the Committee that 300 employees of the workforce at the
       Coatbridge Plant had now transferred to the Company's
       Newbridge Plant near Edinburgh, and that this figure had
       exceeded earlier expectations.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

MAJOR  DEVELOPMENTS  CONSIDERED  AT  THE  PLANNING  AND
DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE

38.    There was submitted a report dated 24 April 1997 by the Director
       of Planning and Development advising the Committee of proposed
       developments of major significance which had recently been
       considered by the Planning and Development Committee.

       Decided:that the report be noted.

CONFERENCES ETC

(1)  "NEW  HORIZONS  IN  EUROPEAN  REGIONAL  DEVELOPMENT"

39.    There was submitted an invitation from the Centre for Urban and
       Regional Studies, the University of Birmingham to be represented
       at its one day seminar entitled "New Horizons in European
       Regional Development" to be held in Birmingham on 20 May
       1997.

       Decided:that no attendance at this seminar be authorised.

(2)  "SCOTTISH  BUSINESS:  FIRST  PLACE  OR  BROKEN  LACE?"

40.    There was submitted an invitation from the Scottish Chambers of
       Commerce to be represented at its one day conference entitled
       "Scottish Business:  First Place or Broken Lace" to be held in
       Edinburgh on 9 June 1997.

       Decided:that the Council be represented at the conference by
               one Member and one Officer.

(3)  "THE  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  LEDIS  CONFERENCE:  THE
     KNOWLEDGE  ECONOMY"

41.    There was submitted an invitation from The Planning Exchange to
       be represented at its conference entitled "The Seventh Annual
       LEDIS Conference:  The Knowledge Economy" to be held in
       Nottingham on 26 and 27 June 1997.

       Decided:that the Council be represented at the conference by



               one Member and one Officer.

The Vice-Convener being of the opinion that the following item of
business
was urgent by virtue of the need to give timeous consideration to making
application for grant support to Strathclyde Police for the funding of
CCTV
systems in the financial year 1997/98 authorised its consideration.

STRATHCLYDE  POLICE  -  GRANT  SUPPORT  FOR  CCTV  SYSTEMS
1997/98

42.    Under reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 5 December 1996, there was submitted
       a letter (docketed) dated 18 April 1997 by the Chief Constable,
       Strathclyde Police intimating that Strathclyde Joint Police Board
       had recently approved the allocation of $500,000 from the Police
       Revenue Budget to assist local authorities by means of financial
       aid for CCTV systems, subject to it having been recognised that
       crime prevention and community safety benefits were to be derived
       from such support, and that applications were to be lodged with
       his Office no later than Friday 9 May 1997.

       Decided:that the Chief Executive be authorised to co-ordinate
               and submit the Council's bid for grant support for
               CCTV systems in North Lanarkshire.

It was agreed in terms of Section 50A(4) of the Local Government
(Scotland)
Act 1973, that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following
item on the grounds that the business involved the likely disclosure of
exempt
information as defined in Paragraph 6 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A of the
Act.

NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  COUNCIL  BUSINESS  LOANS  FUND  (NLBLF)  -
APPLICATION  3/97

43.    Under reference to paragraph 32 of the Minute of the meeting of
       this Committee held on 23 January 1997, there was submitted a
       report dated 8 April 1997 by the Director of Planning and
       Development seeking approval of a loan application by a
       Company based in Cumbernauld for $30,000 under the North
       Lanarkshire Council Business Loans Fund (NLBLF) Scheme in
       conjunction with the West of Scotland Loans Fund (WSLF) as part
       of a request for an expansion Project.

       Decided:that the loan application be approved, subject to the
               Company meeting the necessary conditions required by
               the Head of Economic Development and Property and
               the Head of Legal Services.


