
80 

Date: 27 MAY 1997 

8. AGENDA lTEM Na. _____I_u 

Ref: MMcClJG/REP.237 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
REPORT 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Purpose o f Report 

Subject : THE SCOTTISH COUNCIL 
DEVELOPMENT & INDUSTRY 
1997198 

This report seeks Committee consideration of a request by the Scottish Council Development & Industry to renew membership 
of this organisation for the period 1997198. 

Introduction 

The Director of Administration has received a letter from the President of the Scottish Council Development & Industry 
inviting North Lanarkshire Council to renew membership of the organisation at a cost of 23,921. This rate has been 
recommended by COSLA and is in line with the previous level ie E12 per 1,000 population. The Scottish Council 
Development & Industry is an independent, broadly based membership organisation which aims to influence and strengthen 
Scotland’s economy to the formulation and promotion of innovative, non-partisan public policies and the delivery of market 
driven services for members. In the past this organisation has played a role in local economic regeneration partnerships within 
Lanarkshire. The SCDI operate 4 main programmes which are detailed below:- 

Public Policv 

. Consultation with members and Submissions to Government Departments and others in Scotland, London and 
Brussels 

. Representation of Members’ Interests, providing support to members in many ways especially when there are broad 
Scottish issues at stake. 

. Economic Studies and Publications 

Recent National policies addressed include business rates; regional policies; private finance initiatives; late payment of 
commercial debt; transportation issues; unsustainable development 

Recent Local policies addressed include fishing policies; Northern Isles ferry freight subsidies and fuel costs in rural 
communities. 

Economic studies recently addressed include business growth; the measurement of Scotland’s export performance - national 
and 12 regional surveys; quarterly export performance index; Scotland’s invisible exports and transport infrastructure. 

Business Development 

. Extensive worldwide programme of Trade Missions (circa 12 annually) - recruiting now for Hong Kong; Benelux; 
Poland and France in early 1997 

Research and information:- International Research and Information Service (IRIS) and Scottish Production Industries 
Register (SPIR) 

Regular Business Publication:- “POINTER’ 
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. Extensive programme of Business Seminars which are free of charge to members (circa 12 annually) 

. A regular programme of meetings to foster and strengthen links between universities and colleges - the GUID Club. ( 
4 dinners annually) 

Education Business Links 

0 Network of over 90 Young Engineers Clubs throughout Scotland involving 1800 boys and girls 

Training Teachers to teach Enterprise in the Cumculum 
32 In Service courses - 846 Teachers in 1993 
11 In Service courses - 233 Teachers in 1994 
90 In Service courses - 1013 Teachers in 1995/96 (to date) 

. Ambitious plan to introduce the Enterprise Programme to every primary school in Scotland, some 2,300 schools. 

Curricular Resource Packs, devised and written by staff 
Enterprising Infants (first in the world) 
Primary Enterprise 
Managing Enterprise in the 5-14 Cumculum 
Enterprise in S1 and S2 
Over to Europe 
Enterprise Management and Initiative 

Regular business Events 

The SCTI organise a number of business events which include annual dinners, quarterly members dinners, regular 
membership lunches and presentations and an ongoing series of one-to-one representations to members and their organisations. 

Proposal 

It is proposed that the Council continue the membership of the Scottish Council Development & Industry at the cost of f3,921 
for the 1997/98 period. A review of the Council’s relationship with the organisation will be conducted in the last quarter of 
this financial year in line with a review of all external bodies who receive funding from the Economic Development Unit 
budgets in the 1997/98 period. 

Recommendation 

Committee is asked to approve continued membership of the SCDI at a cost of 23921 for the 1997/98 period. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning and Development + 

For further information contact Maureen McConachie, Economic Development Manager 




