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Date: 20 MAY 1997 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Ref: SCLCREP. 154 

AGENDA ITEM NO. ---LI--CIL~Y.I 4.  
REPORT 

Subject: 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE ECONOMIC 
MONITOR PUBLICATION 

B A C K G R O W  

A report was submitted to the Economic Development Committee on 12 September 1996 with regard to the proposed 
publication of a North Lanarkshire Economic Monitor. It was agreed in principle to support the production of this document 
subject to a more detailed report outlining its content being produced. 

Representatives from the Economic Development Unit have recently met with representatives from the Chief Executives 
Department to discuss production of this document. The Monitor will be produced by the Planning & Development 
Department but will include information provided by the Chief Executive’s Department and its production will be considered 
jointly by the two Departments. 

PURPOSE OF THE DOCUME NT 

The document will be used as a promotion and information tool as part of an information pack which will include the Business 
Directory and other relevant documents. The pack will demonstrate the economic diversity and strengths within North 
Lanarkshire. The document would be targeted at local companies considering investing in North Lanarkshire and the business 
press. It is also required for responding to the large numbers of requests for general information on the economic regeneration 
process , especially from students, job applicants and the local and national press. It will also highlight problems and 
difficulties within the local economy but include details of programmes and initiatives that have been developed to tackle these 
problems. Key issues to be included: 

0 Youth unemployment 
0 Intermediate labour market 
0 Long-term unemployment 
0 Women returners 
0 Inward investment 

CONTENTS 

At .the preliminary meeting held between representatives from Economic Development and the Chief Executives Department 
the documents’ contents were discussed. The proposed contents are outlined below; 

Executive Summary 
General periodic overview for past year or six months 
General economic statistics and sectoral change 
Labour Market change 
Information on local company expansions/contractions by sector 
Property market trends (in liaison with North Lanarkshire Council Property Division) 
Summary of recent relevant research results 
A specialist local economic sector report 
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PRODLTCTION 

One issue of the publication will be produced in the first year, with two issues per year thereafter. The frs t  issue is to be 
produced for the Autumn of 1997 with the second in Spring 1998. The specialist local economic sector report for the fust 
issue is proposed to be on the electronics sector. It was agreed that this sector was the most appropriate given the recent 
developments in this sector within North Lanarkshire in terms of new companies attracted and training initiatives being 
developed. 

MANAGEMENT 

While the document will be produced by the Planning & Development Department, it will be managed by a small group of 
officers including representation fiom the Chief Executive’s Department. 

The specialist electronics report is to be commissioned from a recognised expert. It may also be necessary to seek additional 
information on the private sector’s property portfolio to complement data and information on North Lanarkshire Council’s 
industrial and commercial property portfolio. 

RECOMMENDA TIONS 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

a) 
b) 
c> 

Note the content of this report and the actions being taken 
Agree the proposed contents of the publication and the proposed publication schedule 
Seek a m e r  report upon the publication of the frst issue 

c * -ftJ&k 
Stanley C Coo 
Director of Planninv and Development 

For further information please contact Stephen Cox, Economic Policy Officer. 
Telephone : 01236 616281. 




