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Date: 27 NOVEMBER 1997 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM NO. r.sr*r.*&*- I L t  

Ref: CMcA/LC/REP.323 

REPORT 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW KILSYTH 

TOWN CENTRE FORUM 
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Introduction 

This report seeks to update members of the Committee on progress being made with the Kilsyth Town Centre 
Forum. 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd 

Town Centre Initiatives Ltd, the town centre management project funded by North Lanarkshire Council and 
British Steel (Industry) Ltd and supported by Imex Enterprise Ltd., is involved with the formation of the Forum 
via the Town Centre Manager. 

Kilsyth Chamber of Commerce and Trade 

The local Chamber of Commerce and Trade has, up to a point, met the needs as a platform for the discussion of 
town centre issues over the years. However, as a chamber its remit did not focus solely on town centre issues and 
as a result the Town Centre Manager has been attempting to form a Town Centre Forum in Kilsyth. This will 
bring the town into line with other key towns in North Lanarkshire in having a recognised channel of 
communication with North Lanarkshire Council for the discussion of town centre issues. 

At a recent meeting of the Chamber, a decision was taken that the Chamber should disband and be re-formed as 
the Kilsyth Town Centre Forum. Office bearers have yet to be decided, but the Forum’s inaugural meeting will 
take place on 8 December. 

At a meeting of the Economic Development Committee in November 1996, Councillor Tom Barrie was 
nominated to be the Council’s representative on the Chamber of Commerce and it is suggested that an elected 
representative continues in the same role with the Town Centre Forum. It is also requested that the Director of 
Planning and Development nominate an officer from the Northern Division Planning Team to attend all future 
meetings of the Forum. 

Kilsyth Town Centre Issues 

The main issues concerning the Forum are :- 

Refurbishment in the main street 

Planning restrictions as a result of conservation status of town centre 

General poor environment of town centre 

Perceived lack of interest in the town centre by North Lanarkshire Council 

The formation of the Town Centre Forum will go a long way to demonstrate the Council’s commitment to 
public/private partnership. 
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4.6 Lack of town centre CCTV 

There is a widespread perception that the town centre is unsafe after normal trading hours and a desire to have 
CCTV installed in the town, especially in the Main Street. This will be addressed by North Lanarkshire CCTV 
Ltd., the company set up as a joint venture between the Council and its town centre management company, Town 
Centre Initiatives Ltd. John Halpin, Development Manager with North Lanarkshire CCTV Ltd will attend the 
inaugural meeting to discuss the proposed bid for funding, which if successful, would allow town centre CCTV to 
be installed. 

4.7 Vandalism and general policing of the town centre 

Concerns exist among traders at what they perceive as a high level of vandalism and low profile policing of the 
town centre. 

5 RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 It is recommended that the Committee:- 

i) 
ii) 
iii) 

note the content of the report 
nominate an elected representative to the Forum 
approve the nomination by the Director of Planning & Development of an official from the area Planning 
Office to attend all future meetings of the Forum. 

& Stanley C Cook 
Director of Plannine and Development 

For further information, please contact Caitnona McAuley, Senior Marketing & Policy Officer. 
Telephone 01236 616279 




