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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 27 NOVEMBER 1997 Ref: CMcALCREP.339 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

AGENDA ITEM NO. i U r b r . j u . J i u  1L 

Subject: 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN TOWN CENTRES 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to inform members of the arrangements and plans for activities in and around the town 
centres this Christmas. 

Background 

The Committee will recall a report of the October Committee, in which 56,000 was awarded for events and marketing 
in town centres to Town Centres Initiatives Ltd. Town Centre Initiatives Ltd is the town centre management project 
which is funded jointly by North Lanarkshire Council and British Steel (Industry) Ltd. 

Funding 

In addition to the 56,000 awarded by North Lanarkshire Council, it is expected that New Lanarkshire Ltd will award a 
grant of €4,000 which is being considered at their next board meeting. In addition, Town Centre Initiatives Ltd has 
negotiated with British Telecom that a donation of 52,000 towards the cost of the Christmas trees in North 
Lanarkshire town centres. 

A report has been considered by the Civic Functions Committee, to award 5800 towards the cost of Christmas lights 
switch on ceremonies in which Provost Mathieson is involved. This has been agreed for the towns of Wishaw, 
Bellshill, Motherwell and Coatbridge. 

Civic Ceremonies 

Christmas lights switch on ceremonies have been arranged as follows: 

Airdrie 
Bellshill 
Coatbridge Wednesday 3rd December 
Mothetwell 
Wishaw Friday 5th December 

Tuesday 2nd December (in partnership with Airdrie Town Centre Action Group) 
Saturday 29th November (in partnership with Bellshill Community Council) 

Thursday 27th November (in partnership with DTZ Debenham Thorpe) 

At these events, the Provost or in the case of Airdrie, Alec McDonald, Manager of Airdrie Football Club, will 
perform the switch on ceremony. There will be a range of additional entertainment provided including, carol singing 
by local schools and Santa will be present to distribute some free gifts. Appropriate press coverage will be arranged 
in some towns. 

A request for funding has been made by Kilsyth Chamber of Commerce towards a purchase of additional Christmas 
lights for the town centre. The existing stock is insufficient to warrant an official switch on ceremony and it is 
generally felt by the local business group that if this application is unsuccessful it is unlikely that there will be a switch 
on ceremony in the town. 
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Wishaw Gala Evening 

In previous years a variety of street entertainment has been organised across the town centres of North Lanarkshire on 
the four Saturdays leading up to Christmas. In addition, a gala evening has been held in Wishaw Town Centre to 
mark the switching on ceremony. This event has traditionally been organised by North Lanarkshire Council in 
association with Wishaw Business Group. This area of responsibility has now passed to Town Centre Initiatives Ltd 
to co-ordinate and because of resource restriction it has not been possible to allocate the Town Centre Manager to co- 
ordinate the Wishaw gala this year. Discussions have been held with the Wishaw Business Group who were 
encouraged to organise the event themselves, with an indication that financial support will be forthcoming fiom the 
Council if an appropriate request was made. Advisory support would also be available fiom the Town Centre 
Manager. With appropriate funding, it is likely that Leisure Services would also have been in a position to assist. 

This proposal was considered by the Wishaw Business Group but after some consideration, the group has declined to 
co-ordinate the gala event this year and as a result there will be a Christmas light switch on ceremony in Wishaw 
similar to those being organised in other towns. 

Marketing 

As part of the request for funding support, Town Centre Initiatives Ltd had indicated the possibility of producing a 
magazine m e  publication which would be funded through advertising and distributed to homes throughout North 
Lanarkshire. After some discussion with publishers it was apparent that the time required to sell advertising had been 
under estimated and other possibilities are now being discussed. 

It is proposed that Town Centre Initiatives Ltd will take a half page ad in all the local press in North Lanarkshire, 
detailing the dates and times of Christmas lights switch on and the various entertainment that has been arranged. 

Details have also been included in North Lanarkshire News including a competition with Christmas hampers being 
supplied by local traders as the prizes. 

Events & Entertainment 

On each of the Saturdays in December, entertainment is being arranged in six town centres in North Lanarkshire. 
This included Airdrie, Bellshill, Wishaw, Coatbridge, Kilsyth and Wishaw. The entertainment will take the form of 
bands, choirs, street entertainers, balloon modellers, clowns, stilt walkers, face painters and jugglers. In addition, 
arrangements have been made for a Radio Law roadshow in Wishaw Town Centre and for childrens roundabouts and 
amusements in Motherwell, Wishaw, Coatbridge and Airdrie. A schedule is currently being prepared by Town 
Centre Initiatives Ltd working in partnership with the Department of Leisure Services. Details of all the 
entertainment will be included in all of the local papers in the last week of November. For further information on the 
entertainment being organised please contact the Town Centre Manager shown below. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the members note the contents of the report. 

tanley C Cook 
irector of Planning and De veloDment 

For further information please contact the Town Centre Manager as follows: 

Bellshill, Motherwell and Wishaw - Fred Landery Tel: 01698 266566 
Airdire, Coatbridge and Kilsyth - David McLennan Tel: 01236 428282 




