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Date: 4 June 1998 

\ NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

AGENDA E M  No. . 6 6 ? ! A :  

Ref: EMcGREP.412 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: INTERNATIONAL TRADE UPDATE 
Alimentaria 1998 

EVENT DATES 2 - 5 March 1998 EVENT LOCATION Barcelona 
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Purpose 

To inform the Committee of the initial outcomes of the above event. 

Background 

Several companies from food-related industries took part in the West of Scotland Trade Partnership’s trade mission 
to the biennual Alimentaria exhibition in Barcelona in March this year. This show is the foremost exhibitition in 
Spain, and the third most significant food and drink exhibition in the world, and is growing in stature each year. 
Taking place every two years in the showgrounds in Barcelona, the event attracts over 1000 exhibiting companies and 
around 500,000 visitors during the five days of the show. 

Bellshill based Frigecosse, specialists in the distribution and storage of fish and other foodstuffs, were very pleased 
with the quality of the show, finding it to be a very valuable exhibition. They were able to establish around 8 new 
sales contacts in Spain, and are keen to return to the event again in future years. Also in attendance were WSP 
Flexible Packaging of Tannochside, who attended the event to undertake market research. More detailed, qualitative 
evaluations of the benefits to participating companies will be reported following completion of the monitoring 
procedure, which will be carried out six months, and then again 12 months after the event, at which time it will be 
possible to identify more concrete outcomes resulting from the event. 

Recommendation 
0 

It is recommended that the Committee note the contents of th is report. 

Stanley C Cook 

For further information please contact EveIyn McGow, Economic Development Officer. 
Telephone : 01236 616268 




