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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 1 To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 4 JUNE 1998 RefJTUYREP.434 

Subject: 

BUSINESS INFORMATION DATABASE 
(BID) LAUNCH 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the launch of the Business Information Database. 

Introduction 

North Lanarkshire Council, in partnership with nine local authorities in the West of Scotland, has agreed to 
operate the Business Information Database (BID) during the 1998 calendar year. The BID offers current 
information on all grants, loans and support services available to businesses in the West of Scotland. There are 
more than 400 schemes on the database, with new updates every week. 

BID is available to anyone in business including; 

0 small, medium and large organisations 
0 local enterprise companies 
0 enterprise trusts 
e areainitiatives 

The BID can assist in improving business competitiveness and help to achieve economic growth. The database 
assists businesses to meet the objectives of the Scottish Enterprise Network Business Birth Rate Strategy by 
allowing businesses to access appropriate funding. In addition it also supports the business network. 

e Launch 

The BID was launched at the offices of Cumbernauld Area Enterprise on Tuesday 12 May 1998 by Councillor 
Harry Curran, Convener Economic Development Committee. All three Enterprise Trusts within North 
Lanarkshire will provide the service to local businesses and representatives of all three trusts participated in the 
launch event. In addition, some local Cumbernauld companies, who have utilised the system were also present. 

The launch event was complimented by an article which appeared in the Business Focus publication and, in 
addition, all companies within North Lanarkshire Council will receive a leaflet on how the BID can assist them. 

The Convener of the Economic Development Committee gave a presentation on the system which is supported by 
the Strathclyde European Partnership, and commented on the fact that businesses previously had to pay for 
information on financial assistance and business support whlch they could easily have received from the Council. 
The database which offers a one door approach to every source of support for businesses, can assist them to 

improve their competitiveness and adapt to meet new challenges. 

Funding 

The BID is funded with contributions from nine local authorities within the West of Scotland and North 
Lanarkshire Council has committed a budget of E4,470 for the operation of the system during the 1998199 
financial year. 
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Evaluation 

While the aim of the BID is to address their needs by developing, operating and maintaining a database 
providing current information on grants, loans and support schemes available throughout the region, the project 
also allows business development professionals and other advisors to improve the quality of advice offered to 
small and new enterprises. 

Although the BID is now in its fourth year of operation and ERDF funding has been received for the last two 
years, West Dunbartonshire Council who manage the system on behalf of the ten participating local authorities, 
now wishes to evaluate the project in order to assess its effectiveness and provide information on its future 
development within the local authority consortium. 

Economic Development consultants will, therefore, be asked to tender for the evaluation study and provide a 
proposal prior to the re-submission of the ERDF application in September 1998. All participating local 
authorities have agreed to the evaluation and North Lanarkshire Council will be involved in the evaluation 
process and offer comment as to the future strategic role that the system could play. The cost of the evaluation to 
North Lanarkshire Council will be met from within existing budgetary provision. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee: 

a) 
b) 

note the contents of this report; 
note that the outcome of the evaluation study into the operation of the BID will be reported to a futuse 
meeting of the Committee. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning and DeveloDment 

For further information please contact John Turley, Senior Economic Development officer. 
Tel : 01236 616271 




