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Motherwell, 27 August 1998 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Curran, Convener; Councillor Connelly, Vice-Convener; Councillors Beekman, Brooks, A. Burns, 
Cefferty, Gray, Lunny, McLaughlin, Macleod, G. Murray, Nolan and Robertson. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Curran (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer; Head of Economic Development and Property; Economic 
Development Manager; Policy Planning Manager and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Coyle and Lucas. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  (ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT) 
 
(1)  OUTTURN  REPORT 
 
1. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 August 1998 by the Director of Finance setting out 

the position with regard to the spending levels of the Economic Development Unit of the Department 
of Planning and Development for the financial year 1 April 1997 to 31 March 1998 and providing a 
comparison of actual expenditure and income against estimated expenditure and income, and 
explanations on significant variances. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT 
 
2. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 August 1998 by the Director of Finance (1) setting 

out the position with regard to the spending levels of the Economic Development Unit of the 
Department of Planning and Development for the period from 1 April to 19 July 1998; (2) providing 
an explanation of the more significant variances, and (3) presenting a projected outturn for the 
Department with details of significant variances. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PRINCE’S  SCOTTISH  YOUTH  BUSINESS  TRUST : PRIZE  SPONSORSHIP 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising that (1) the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust and the Royal Bank of Scotland have 
joined forces to present awards in 1998 to those young people who have started up business with 
support from the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust; (2) during September and October 1998 the 
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regional award competitions will be held for each of the regions with a national final in November 
being held in Glasgow; (3) for each regional winner there is a prize of £500 with a runner-up prize of 
£250, and (4) the Prince’s Scottish Youth Business Trust had requested that the Council sponsor the 
runner-up prize of £250 and that the Provost present the award at a media event on 1 October 1998. 

 
Decided: that the sponsorship of the runner-up prize of £250 be approved. 

 
 
 
REVIEW  OF  THE  ASSISTED  AREAS  MAP : LAUNCH  OF  CONSULTATION  DOCUMENT 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising that (a) the Government had announced on 30 July 1998 that it is to review the Assisted 
Areas Map for the UK, with the  closing date for responses on 30 October 1998; (b) the purpose of 
this review is to ensure that the map continues to reflect accurately the relative needs of the area; 
(c) the review is being undertaken following the publication of the new European Commission rules 
on regional aid, which require all Members States of the EU to review their Assisted Areas maps by 
1 January 2000 and which would result in a reduction of areas eligible for regional industrial 
assistance, and (d) that the Commission Guidelines state that the choice of assisted areas should be 
based on up to five indicators, and (2) detailing the suggested Council response to the consultation 
document. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to prepare a draft response to 

the Consultation Document detailing why (a) North Lanarkshire should retain its Assisted 
Area status; (b) Unitary Authority areas should be reorganised as the appropriate 
geographical units for designation, and (c) a range of statistical indicators are utilised to 
support the Councils case in line with those detailed in the report and that Health Statistics 
are be included amongst these criteria; 

 
(2) that the European MP representing areas of North Lanarkshire be appraised of the Council’s 

position and their assistance enlisted with regard to the above;  
 

(3) that the response when finalised be forwarded to the Scottish Office by the Director of 
Administration, and 

 
(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
INTERMEDIATE  LABOUR  MARKET  (ILM)  CHILDCARE  PROPOSALS 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 March 1998, 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 
advising (a) that the RESIDER Committee had not considered the Council’s bid for an ILM Training 
Programme on Childcare and consideration had been deferred until September 1998, and (b) that 
Strathclyde European Partnership (SEP) have advised that there is a large number of bids already 
under consideration by the RESIDER Committee and that it may be advisable to consider other 
possible sources of funding for the proposal, and (2) proposing that a bid be submitted for European 
Social Fund Objective 2 funding, prior to the deadline of 9 September 1998. 

 
Decided: that the Director of Planning and Development be authorised to submit a bid for 

European Social Fund Objective 2 funding, subject to the identification of match 
funding from within existing sources. 
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LANARKSHIRE  ENTERPRISE  ZONE  EVALUATION  STUDY 
 
6. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) providing details of the recently completed Evaluation Study of the Lanarkshire Enterprise Zone, 
which was carried out by PricewaterhouseCoopers;  (2) indicating the systems used and the 
information base for the study; (3) reiterating the long term objectives of the Lanarkshire Enterprise 
Zone (4) summarising the current position to date, and (5) advising of the cost per job of developing 
the Enterprise Zone. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  LOANS  FUND 
 
7. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

seeking the agreement of the Council, as a member of the West of Scotland Loans Fund, to 
participate in a campaign to obtain an allocation of the £3m recently made available by the 
Government to provide loan finance to assist business start up and existing business growth. 

 
Decided: that the Council’s involvement in this campaign be agreed. 

 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  LOANS  -  THE  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  LOANS  FUND  -  FIRST  
ANNUAL  ACCOUNTS 
 
8. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 

Development providing details of the overall performance of the West of Scotland Loans Fund Ltd, of 
which North Lanarkshire Council is a member through North Lanarkshire Business Loans, during the 
period 1 April 1996 to 31 December 1997. 

 
Arising therefrom it was agreed that an invitation be made to a representative of the West of 
Scotland Loans Fund to attend the next meeting of the Committee to explain their contribution to the 
economy in the West of Scotland and in North Lanarkshire in particular. 
 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report and accompanying accounts be noted, and 

 
(2) that an invitation be made to a representative of the West of Scotland Loan Fund to attend 

the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
NEW  DEAL  :  ENVIRONMENT  TASK  FORCE 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 March 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development advising (1) of progress made in the implementation of the Government’s New Deal 
and the implementation of the Environment Task Force in Lanarkshire, (2) that an information day 
had been held on 23 June 1998 for training and placement providers, and (3) of the arrangements for 
the management of the New Deal Environment Task Force in Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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TRUNK  ROAD   AND  MOTORWAY  TOURIST  SIGNPOSTING  POLICY 
 
10. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising that in May this year a new Scottish Office policy on the signposting of tourist attractions on 
trunk roads and motorways had been issued, (2) detailing the arrangements for determining the 
provision of tourist signposting, (3) indicating the procedure to be followed by organisations who 
wished to erect this signing, and (4) outlining the financial responsibilities in respect of tourist sign 
posting on trunk roads. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PRE-VOCATIONAL  TRAINING - THE  NEWSTART  PROGRAMME 
 

11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) advising of progress to date in the provision of pre vocational training for 
unemployed people; (2) seeking approval for amendments to the Newstart programme, as outlined in 
the report, and (3) recommending appropriate action. 

 
Decided: that, subject to adequate resources being identified, the future development of pre-

vocational training proceed as detailed in the report. 
 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE BUSINESS  LOANS  FUND  (NLBLF)  -  APPROVALS  UNDER  DELEGATED  
AUTHORITY 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and approved under delegated authority in 
terms of the Council’s Business Loans Fund Scheme during the period from 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  GRANT  (TAG)  1998-99 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Training 
Assistance Grants Scheme during the quarter from 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report be noted, and 

 
(2)  that, in future, progress reports be submitted to the Committee on a quarterly basis. 

 
 
 
TOWN  CENTRE  INITIATIVES  LIMITED  -  BUSINESS  PLAN 
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14. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 November 
1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 30 July 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) providing background information on the ownership and management of Town 
Centre Initiatives Limited (TCI); (2) advising that a Business Plan for the Company had been 
prepared detailing its objectives, and that it was intended to launch the Plan in September 1998, and 
(3) advising of current and possible alternative sources of funding for the Town Centre Management 
project. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
POLICY  AND  FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT  REVIEW  OF  THE  SCOTTISH  TOURIST  BOARD  :  
PRIOR  OPTIONS  REVIEW 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 41 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 August 

1997, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) advising of the provisions of a report, the Prior Options Review, carried out by the 
Scottish Office Education and Industry Department, and reviewing the policy and financial 
management of the Scottish Tourist Board, and (2) setting out the main elements of the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
‘THE  TOURISM  INDUSTRY  AND  THE  SCOTTISH  ECONOMY’  -  REPORT  BY  SCOTTISH  
COUNCIL  DEVELOPMENT  AND  INDUSTRY 
 
16. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising that in May this year the Scottish Council Development and Industry (SCDI) had issued a 
report entitled “The Tourism Industry and the Scottish Economy” detailing the impact of the tourism 
industry in Scotland for the years up to and including 1996 in relation to expenditure, employment, 
exports and current issues. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
TOWN  CENTRE  PUBLICATIONS  :  UPDATE 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 January 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development (1) providing background information on promotional literature for the town centres of 
Airdrie/Coatbridge, namely  “An A-Z of Shopping in Airdrie and Coatbridge Town Centres” and for 
Kilsyth “A Pocket Guide to Kilsyth “; (2) detailing the content of the publications and advising of the 
distribution arrangements in place to ensure effective circulation; (3) intimating that public demand 
for the “A-Z of Shopping in Airdrie and Coatbridge Town Centres” had been so greatl that it required 
to be reprinted in order to continue its circulation, and (4) advising that the production of the “A-Z of 
Shopping in Airdrie and Coatbridge Town Centres” had been jointly funded from the Department’s 
existing budget and Town Centre Management Initiatives Limited. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the action taken to date be approved; 

 
(2) that a reprint of the “A-Z of Shopping in Airdrie and Coatbridge Town Centres” be approved 

with funding from existing resources, and 
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(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
 
“GREGORY’S  2  GIRLS” :  PRODUCTION  FEEDBACK 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
advising that (1) the location filming for the follow-up to the successful 1980 film “Gregory’s Girl”, 
entitled “Gregory’s 2 Girls” had recently been completed; (2) feed back from the production team was 
of a positive nature and had confirmed the view that North Lanarkshire was a film friendly location, 
and (3) the film production handbook, produced by the Department, had proved to be a useful aid 
and that Scottish Screens Ltd have requested that the format be used as an example of best 
practice. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SUBSCRIPTION  TO  SCOTTISH  COUNCIL  DEVELOPMENT  AND  INDUSTRY 
 
19. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

proposing that the subscription to the Scottish Council Development and Industry (SCDI) be renewed 
for the period 1998/99 at a cost of £3,921. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the subscription to the Scottish Council Development and Industry (SCDI) for the period 

1998-99 be renewed, and 
 

(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT - ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT  
SUBSCRIPTIONS  TO  EXTERNAL  BODIES 
 
20. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

detailing subscriptions to external bodies, the services received and the cost of the subscriptions; (2) 
advising that the present subscriptions budget is insufficient to meet the potential total, and (3) 
indicating that a review of subscriptions has been carried out and it was recommended that the 
Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES) subscription be not renewed. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the subscription to the Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES) be not renewed; 

 
(2) that the Director of Planning and Development review the subscriptions budget periodically,  

 
(3) that subscriptions and the Council’s involvement with such organisations be assessed in 

accordance with their relevance to economic development in Scotland, and 
 

(4) that the report be noted. 
 
 
STUDY  ON  THE  IMPACT  OF  FARMING  IN  LANARKSHIRE 
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21. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 April 1998 
there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 24 July 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development advising of a research project being conducted on the impact of the farming sector in 
Lanarkshire which is being carried out by Lanarkshire Development Agency, North and South 
Lanarkshire Councils in partnership with the National Farmers’ Union of Scotland. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
LIVING  IN  LANARKSHIRE  -  A  GUIDE  FOR  THE  FOREIGN  BUSINESS  FAMILY 
 
22. There was submitted a report dated 4 June 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising (1) of a new publication which had been prepared and funded by the Lanarkshire 
Development Agency, South Lanarkshire Council and North Lanarkshire Council which provides 
foreign business families with useful information to assist should they relocate to Lanarkshire; (2) that 
the publication had been jointly funded at a total cost of £5,250, with North Lanarkshire Council 
contributing £1,750, and (3) that it was considered this publication could aid inward investment in 
Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
SUMMERLEE  TRAINING  RESOURCE  UNIT 
 
23. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) advising of the launch of the Summerlee Training Resource Unit’s annual report in September 
1998; (2) providing information in relation to recent developments, and (3) advising that funding for 
the project terminates in February 1999.  

 
Decided:  

 
 

(1) that the launch of the annual report in September 1998 be noted; 
 

(2) that the report be noted. 
 
 
 
INTERIM  REPORT  ON  WOMEN’S  PLACEMENT  PROGRAMME,  CENTRAL  AREA 
 
24. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
advising that (1) the Women’s Placement Programme, which initially had been delivered in the APT 
areas of the former Motherwell District Council had proved successful; (2) a successful application 
for funding to the European Social Fund would allow the programme to be extended across North 
Lanarkshire, to include the Central and Northern areas; (3) the Summerlee Training Resource Unit 
had delivered the programme over a 3 month period which had been attended by 10 women who, on 
completion of the programme, were successful in attaining the National Examining Board in 
Supervision and Management Introductory Award, and (4) two further programmes are planned to 
commence in the autumn, in the Northern and Southern areas of North Lanarkshire. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the Interim Report on the Women’s Placement Programme be noted, 

and 
 

(2) that progress reports be submitted to the Committee periodically. 
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YOUNG  ENTERPRISE  SCOTLAND  -  REQUEST  FOR  FUNDING 
 
25. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising that (a) Dunbartonshire Young Enterprise have approached the Council to sponsor one or 
more of their events or training sessions to be held during the period June 1998 to May 1999, and 
(b) the total cost of this project is £8,400 and any funding received would be used to assist the local 
schools, 25% of which were in North Lanarkshire, and (2) recommending that the sum of £500 be 
provided. 
Decided: that approval be given to the sponsorship of the project for the sum of £500, which 

would finance the cost of the Youth Enterprise Final Review. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY  CAPACITY  BUILDING  (ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT)  :  OBJECTIVE 3 
 
26. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising that (1) an offer of European Funding (Objective 3) has been made by the Scottish Office 
for the “Capacity Building for Community Economic Development” project; (2) the project would be 
managed by Summerlee Training Resource Unit on behalf of the Council and will operate throughout 
North Lanarkshire, and (3) the total cost of the project is £25,000 and that match funding had been 
identified within existing budgets. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given to accept the offer of grant from the Scottish Office, and 

 
(2) that it be noted that the Director of Planning and Development had identified match funding 

from within existing budgets for the project. 
 
 
 
REGIONAL  INNOVATION  STRATEGY  (RIS) 
 
27. There was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) regarding financial support for participation by the Council in the implementation of the Regional 
Innovation Strategy (RIS) within North Lanarkshire; (2) detailing the aims and objectives of the 
Western Scotland Regional Innovation Strategy; (3) advising that a total budget for the Lanarkshire 
Project has been set at £65,000, with a contribution of £5,000 requested from North Lanarkshire 
Council, and (4) advising that the sum could be provided from within existing budgets. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the participation of the Council in the Regional Innovation Strategy be recommended; 

 
(2) that the Director of Planning and Development be instructed to allocate the sum of £5,000 

from existing programme budgets to enable the implementation of the RIS Project within 
North Lanarkshire; 

 
(3) that further reports on the implementation of the RIS within North Lanarkshire will be 

submitted to the Committee periodically, and 
 

(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 
 
 
 
BUSINESS  SUPPORT  SERVICES  IN  SOUTHERN  DIVISION OF NORTH LANARKSHIRE 
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28. There was submitted a report dated 12 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 

advising (1) that following the liquidation of MEDCO a meeting of creditors was held on 31 July 1998, 
with a deadline for claims on the assets of the Company being set for 30 October 1998; (2) of 
discussions with the Liquidators in relation to computer equipment located within the former MEDCO 
premises which was utilised for training programmes funded through the Urban Project; (3) that in 
partnership with the Lanarkshire Development Agency, the Motherwell Business Advice Centre has 
been established to provide an access point to the business community for the delivery of both the 
Council’s and the LEC’s business support programmes in the Southern Division in the short term; (4) 
that an officer from the Economic Development Unit has been seconded on a part-time basis in order 
that business start-up, business development and business growth programmes can be delivered 
effectively and efficiently; (5) that promotion of this business and advice centre would appear in the 
local press and the Council’s Business Focus Newsletter, and (6) that discussions between the 
Lanarkshire Development Agency and the Council are on-going to determine the future delivery of 
support to meet the needs of the business community and business start-up clients in the longer 
term. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a full report will be submitted to the Committee on the outcome of the liquidation 

exercise and the implications for the Council. 
 
 
 
RESPONSE  TO  RECENT  ANNOUNCEMENTS  AT  BOC,  PLAINS  AND  BRITISH  STEEL,  DALZELL  
PLANT,  MOTHERWELL 
 
29. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
providing an update on (1) the current position with regard to factory closures affecting two North 
Lanarkshire Companies, and (2) action which had been undertaken by the Council in relation to these 
closures to assist those employees affected. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the contents of the report be noted, and  

 
(2) that further reports on developments at both plants be submitted to the Committee. 

 
 
 
BUSINESS/TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMMES - QUARTERLY  REPORTS 
 
(1)  YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  AND  TRAINING  INITIATIVE  1998 
 
30. With reference to paragraph 29 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 22 January 

1998, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Youth 
Employment and Training Initiative during the quarter from 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  SMALL  BUSINESS  SUPPORT  SCHEME 
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31. With reference to paragraph 22 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998 
there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Small Business Support 
Scheme during the period from 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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(3)  EMPLOYMENT  GRANTS  SCHEME 
 
32. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Employment Grant 
Scheme during the quarter from 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(4)  BOOST  FOR  BUSINESS  START-UP 
 
33. With reference to paragraph 19 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998 

there was submitted a report dated 27 August 1998 by the Director of Planning and Development 
providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Boost for Business 
Start-up Scheme during the quarter 1 April to 30 June 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 


