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Purpose of Report 

To seek approval for the submission of a bid for European funding(0bjective 3) for the development of 
local training support centres 

Introduction 

As members may know, the Council currently sponsors through the Urban Programme a modestly-funded 
“Local Training Support Centres” project in the central area which provides some resources to assist 
local community based organisations to provide local access to employment and training support 
programmes in community venues. Currently these are provided in Plains, Kirkshaws, Glenboig with 
three others planned for Whinhall in Airdrie, Craigneuk, Airdrie and Salsburgh. 

The project is managed by Summerlee Training Resource Unit and has a development budget of just over 
&9,000 per annum. Staff from Summerlee Training Resource Unit, and other organisations(e.g. 
Coatbridge College) provide training and support services in the centres but the management of the 
centres relies on the work of local volunteers. 

The progress of the project to date has been good, but evidence suggests that the lack of structured 
permanent staffing is restricting the growth potential of both the existing and proposed centres. 

Proposed action 

It is proposed, therefore, to submit a bid for Objective 3 funding, using the existing resources to match 
fund the bid(primari1y the urban programme funding) for resources to provide staffing for the local 
training support centres both existing and those still to be developed. 

Recommendation 

Members are asked to approve the submission of an Objective 3 bid, subject to the identification 
of resources from existing resources. 

Stanley C Cook 
Director of Planning and Development 

For further information contact Teresa Lavery, Senior Economic Development Officer 01236 616267 
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