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NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 1 To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Date: 8 October 1998 Ref REP483 

Subject: METRO grant scheme 

1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 To advise members of the re-start of the urban programme funded METRO grant scheme which is 
targeted on the central area and to seek approval for the proposed implementation. 

2 Introduction 

2.1 The METRO(Monklands Employment and Training Opportunities) grant scheme was an urban 
programme funded grant scheme which offers employers up to a maximum grant of 2500 per head for training for 
new employees who had been previously unemployed and recruited from urban programme designated areas in 
the former Monklands district. There is an annual allocation of $21,755 and the scheme is due to terminate in 
September 1999. 

2.2 
business development and employment support programmes under its management. 

Monklands Enterprise had administered the grant scheme on the Council's behalf, linking it with other 

2.3 Due to a misunderstanding on the part of the enterprise trust, no financial claim had been made in the first 
year of local government reorganisation and consequently, the Chief Executive's department(Urban Programme 
Unit) sought guidance from the Scottish Office on behalf of this department regarding the future of the 
programme. 

2.4 The Chief Executive has advised that the Scottish Office has given permission to re-start the project and 
it is proposed to administer it from the EDU until its termination next year where it will be subject to standard 
monitoring procedures. 

2.5 The grant aid available is relatively modest but it may be a useful support to other employment support 
schemes such as Employment Grants Scheme, the Women's Placement Project or the Training Assistance Grant 
scheme. It can only operate in the central area, due to the urban programme terms and conditions. 
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3 Recommendation 

It is recommended that members: 

a) note the report; and 
b) approve the proposed implementation by the Economic Development Unit. 

irector of Planning and Development 

0 For hrther information contact Teresa Lavery Senior Economic Development Officer 01236 616267 
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