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Motherwell, 3 March 1999 at 3 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Curran, Convener; Councillor Connelly, Vice-Convener; Councillors Beekman, Coyle, Devine, 
Gray, Lunny, McElroy, G. Murray, Robertson and Stocks. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Curran (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Chief Committee Services Officer; Head of Economic Development and Property; Economic 
Development Manager and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors McCabe, H. McGuigan, Nolan and Shaw. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  (ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT) -  
FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT 
 
1. There was submitted a report dated 17 February 1999 by the Director of Finance (1) setting out the 

position with regard to spending levels of the Economic Development Unit within the Planning and 
Development Department for the period from 1 April 1998 to 31 January 1999; (2) providing an 
explanation of the more significant variances, and (3) presenting a projected outturn for the Unit with 
details of significant variances. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
PROPOSED  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  TRAINING  RESOURCE  UNIT  -  REMIT  FROM  POLICY  AND  
RESOURCES  COMMITTEE OF 2  FEBRUARY  1999 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee  

held on 2 February 1999 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director 
of Planning and Development (1) advising of the background to the development and delivery of 
training services for the unemployed by the Council, principally through the Summerlee Training 
Resource Unit; (2) proposing the establishment of a North Lanarkshire Training Resource Unit based 
on the management model developed by Summerlee Training Resource Unit over the last four 
years; (3) advising that contracts of employment would be offered for a three year period, subject to 
an annual funding review, with existing project staff being considered at the termination of their 
existing contracts; (4) intimating that a survey is currently being undertaken by consultants on the 
quality of services being delivered and to identify any gaps in services provided; (5) advising that, for 
the foreseeable future, outreach training would be provided at community level across North 
Lanarkshire by a network of local training support centres; (6) advising that the Community 
Development Sub-Committee had awarded £10,000, subject to continuation of the Unit to conduct a 
feasibility study to establish criteria and identify the most appropriate areas for the establishment of 
local training support centres; (7) advising that a submission for ESF Objective 3 Priority 4 Funding 
was successful which would enable a pilot project to be initiated; (8) detailing the means of funding 
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for the local training support centres; (9) detailing the proposed functions of local training support 
centres; (10) proposing that the North Lanarkshire Training Resource Unit be a Private Company, 
limited by guarantee to be based upon the Urban Programme funded Summerlee Training Resource 
Unit; (11) detailing a breakdown of start up costs of £172,687 of which there would be a shortfall of 
£5,822, which would be met by careful management of the project, and (12) seeking approval to 
develop this project over the 1999/2000 period. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the establishment of a North Lanarkshire-wide Training Resource Unit as a Private 

Company limited by guarantee, subject to endorsement of the relevant items currently being 
considered by the Department of Administration (Legal and Personnel Divisions); and subject 
to a sustainable funding package being available, be approved;  

 
(2) that an invitation to the Lanarkshire Development Agency and other partners in economic 

development to participate in the establishment of and support for the proposed Unit and the 
negotiation of project funding for the delivery of services by North Lanarkshire Training 
Resource Unit be approved; 

 
(3) that £60,000 be allocated to North Lanarkshire Training Resource Unit from existing budgets 

in return for services specified in a service level agreement between the two bodies ; 
 

(4) that other funding sources be investigated in order to support the development of the service;  
 

(5) that the delivery of Council programmes through the North Lanarkshire Training Resource 
Unit as detailed in the report and the fees for these services be agreed; 

 
(6) that a further report be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee outlining the funding 

arrangements as agreed for the 1999/2000 period, and 
 

(7) that, in future, quarterly monitoring reports be submitted to this Committee on this matter. 
 
 
 
WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  LOANS  FUND  -   EVALUATION 
 
3. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 27 August 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 
(1) detailing the findings of an evaluation of the West of Scotland Loans Fund carried out by Segal, 
Quince,  Wicksteed on behalf of the Scottish Office; (2) advising that the West of Scotland Loans 
Fund was launched following Local Government reorganisation in 1996 to provide loan finance 
services to small to medium sized businesses, either start-up or existing, which have good 
commercial proposals; (3) advising that the evaluation reviewed the period April 1996 to December 
1998 for the West of Scotland area; (4) advising that the questionnaire covered the area’s economic 
development: industry sector, number of employees, turnover of businesses, other sources of 
finance, purpose of loan, benefits and economic impact; (5) detailing the type of businesses assisted 
by the programme and their level of staffing; (6) detailing the areas the businesses benefited from; 
(7) intimating the outcome of an analysis on economic impact of the West of Scotland Loans Fund; 
(8) advising that the outcome of the evaluation was positive, and (9) advising that the evaluation 
highlighted that a high proportion of the fund was devoted to the provision of working capital but a 
low presence of funding for new technology with a recommendation that funding could be more 
directed towards more innovative and higher risk projects. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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SCOTTISH  COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING  INTERNATIONAL  
ASSOCIATION  (SCIENTIA)  SUBSCRIPTION 
 
4. There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

seeking approval to terminate the Council’s current subscription to the Scottish Commercial and 
Industrial Education and Training International Association (SCIENTIA); (2) advising that the Council 
is represented on SCIENTIA by two nominees each from the Departments of Planning and 
Development and Education at a cost of £50 for each Department, and (3) advising that the Councils 
nominees considered that continuing with the membership would not bring any benefit to the Council. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Council terminate its subscription to SCIENTIA, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
SERVICES  TO  BUSINESS  PACK 
 
5. There was submitted a report  dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

seeking approval to produce a Services to Business information pack consisting of three publications 
namely, Services to Business Guide, Inward Investment publication and an Economic Profile of 
North Lanarkshire and detailing their content; (2) advising that the Services Directory, which was 
produced shortly after Local Government reorganisation, required to be renewed and updated to 
reflect the current services provided by the Economic Development Unit; (3) advising that the 
Economic Development Unit  receives on a regular basis enquiries regarding (a) statistical and 
economic information relating to North Lanarkshire’s local economy, and (b) information on the level 
of support available to potential inward investors, and (4) advising that it is anticipated that 
expenditure of £12,000 will be required to meet the overall costs of the production, which would be 
met from existing budgets. 

 
Decided: that the production of a Service to Business information pack, consisting of an 

Economic Profile, Services to Business Guide and an Inward Investment publication, 
at a total cost to the Department not exceeding £12,000, to be funded from existing 
resources be approved. 

 
 
 
LANARKSHIRE  SCREEN  LOCATIONS 
 
6. There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising that following the production of the ‘Lanarkshire Screen Location’ brochure published in 
conjunction with South Lanarkshire Council in 1996, North Lanarkshire Council had established itself 
as a ‘film-friendly’ location; (2) advising that the follow up to ‘Gregory’s Girl’, ‘Gregory’s 2 Girls’ was 
filmed in Cumbernauld; (3) advising that an Officer in the Economic Development Unit had been 
nominated to act as Film Liaison Officer, as a single point of contact for all enquiries for location 
shooting; (4) proposing that the initiative be extended to include South Lanarkshire with South 
Lanarkshire Council as partners, and (5) recommending that these procedures be reviewed in 
January 2000. 

 
Decided: that the position be noted meantime. 
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EURO  SEMINAR  FOR  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESSES 
 
7. There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development (1) 

advising that the introduction of the new Euro currency on 1 January 1999 would have important 
ramifications for companies situated in North Lanarkshire; (2) intimating that recent surveys 
suggested that many businesses are still at the very early stages of preparation; (3) advising that the 
Chief Executive had undertaken to explore the possibility of arranging a Seminar on the Euro for 
small to medium sized enterprises in North Lanarkshire; (4) proposing that the event take place on 
11 March 1999, and (5) advising that the small to medium enterprises would be identified and invited 
through the local Enterprise Companies. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REVISED  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  PROGRAMME  1999/2000 
 
8. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 21 January 

1999 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development seeking approval, in principle, for the proposed revised programme of International 
Trade events for the financial year 1999/2000. 

 
Decided: that the approval be given, in principle, to the revised programme of activity as 

detailed in the appendix to the report. 
 
 
 
PLANNING  AND  DEVELOPMENT  PERFORMANCE 
 
9. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Development (1) advising of the service performance of the Planning and Development Department 
in line with the Council’s Best Value Plan; (2) indicating that it was intended that the report be 
extended to include additional activities from April 1999; (3) indicating that the information included 
within the annex to the report refers to (a) the capital programme; (b) statutory performance 
indicators; (c) complaints and comments and (d) property lettings statistics; (4) advising that the 
information included within annex 2 to the report is an extract from the 1997/1998 Accounts 
Commission publication, ‘The Environment’ for comparing performance for building control, lighting 
and planning with other authorities in Scotland; (5) outlining the sustainability implications, and (6) 
recommending that the Committee note the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
CHALLENGE  FUND  BID 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 18 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

8 October 1998 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development (1) advising that four bids for funding for the Scottish Office Closed 
Circuit Television Challenge Competition 1999-2000 had been submitted, namely (a) Craigneuk, 
Motherwell; (b) Upgrade/Extension of Systems in Schools; (c) Cumbernauld Town Centre, and (d) 
Kilsyth Town Centre; (2) advising that three of the four bids had been successful with the 
Upgrade/Extension of Systems in Schools being the unsuccessful bid; (3) detailing the financial 
implications for the Council which total £205,000, and (4) advising that due to the late decision on the 
Challenge Fund Bid finance in departmental Capital Programmes may require to be carried forward 
into 1999/2000 with discussions ongoing with the Director of Finance. 
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Decided:  
 

(1) that the payment of North Lanarkshire Council’s share of match funding of CCTV systems in 
Craigneuk, Cumbernauld and Kilsyth for the 1999/2000 period be approved; 

 
(2) that the matter be remitted to Policy and Resources Committee, and 

 
(3) that the contents of the report be otherwise noted.  

 
 
 
YEAR  2000  COMPLIANCE  
 
11. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

21 January 1999 there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development advising (1) Members of the current position of the Economic Development Unit in 
relation to hardware, software and the Economic Development Unit Client Management System with 
regard to Year 2000 Compliance, and (2) that the Department’s Information Systems Team in 
conjunction with the IT Division of the Finance Department was preparing a programme to ensure 
that IT equipment is Millennium compliant.  

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REDUNDANCY  SUPPORT  PROVISION 
 
12. There was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and Development 

(1) advising that a protocol had been adopted by the Council in relation to Redundancy Support 
Provision; (2) detailing the current situation in relation to ongoing redundancy support provision; (3) 
advising that on 18 February 1999 an evaluation of the support provision for the workforce of Assi 
Doman Limited took place, the outcome of which would be submitted to a future meeting of this 
Committee; (4) advising that discussions have taken place with Employment Services and 
Lanarkshire Development Agency seeking to consolidate and extend local partnerships working in 
the provision of redundancy support, and (5) advising that a meeting had recently taken place with 
representatives of Falkirk Council’s Economic Development Unit and Forth Valley Enterprise to 
assist these organisations to manage the impact of the closure of Wrangler Ltd, Falkirk. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that a further report be submitted to this Committee on the outcome of the Assi Doman 

Limited evaluation; 
 

(2) that future progress reports be submitted to this Committee in due course, and 
 

(3) that the contents of the report be noted. 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  LOANS  -  APPROVALS  UNDER  DELEGATED  AUTHORITY - 
QUARTERLY  REPORT 
 
13. With reference to paragraph 7 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998, there was submitted  a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development providing details of applications received and approved under delegated 
authority in terms of the Council’s Business Loans Fund Scheme during the period 1 October to 31 
December 1998. 
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Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
TOWN  CENTRE  INITIATIVES  LIMITED  -  QUARTERLY  MONITORING  REPORT 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

8 October 1998 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 21 January 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development (1) advising that Town Centre Initiatives Limited had previously 
submitted a Business Plan to the Council which outlined the projects and services to be developed 
over the next year; (2) advising that it was agreed that as a condition of payment Quarterly 
Monitoring Reports would be requested from Town Centre Initiatives Limited on the progress made in 
relation to projects and services, with payment being made on a quarterly basis subject to 
performance being achieved; (3) intimating that the total funding being requested would not exceed 
£22,084 with payments in October 1998, December 1998 and March 1999 of £11,042, £5,521 and 
£5,521 respectively; (4) advising that due to the workload demands this report focuses on the 
activities over a period of three quarters; (5) detailing in an appendix to the report a monitoring report 
for the period 1 April to 31 December 1998; (6) advising that as a result of staffing changes and the 
need to address operational issues it is proposed that the Economic Development Unit and the Town 
Centre Initiatives Board undertake an immediate review of Town Centre Initiatives objectives and 
structures and development opportunities; (7) advising that difficulties have been experienced in 
recruiting a new Project Manager, with the duties currently being undertaken by the Project Manager 
of North Lanarkshire Council CCTV Limited; (8) intimating that the project management  services will 
be provided by the Economic Development Unit, which will result in a financial saving, and (9) 
intimating that the major focus of the new Project Manager would be to generate new and additional 
funding as they are currently experiencing difficulties in this matter. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the payment of funding of £16,563 be approved; 

 
(2) that the findings of the review be considered at a future meeting of this Committee, and 

 
(3) that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  AND  TRAINING  INITIATIVE  (YETI)  1999 
 
15. With reference to paragraph 21 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998 there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Development (1) proposing amendments to the operational procedures of the Youth 
Employment Training Initiative (YETI); (2) advising that the Youth Employment Training Initiative 
Programme relies on an element of funding from the European Social Fund and due to the European 
Commission’s proposals to reform Structural Funding for the period 2000-2006, funding could only be 
assumed until June 2000; (3) proposing that the Council continue to offer a 2 year programme it 
being noted that if reduced support or no support was obtained from the European Social Fund after 
June 2000 the Council would require to cover the additional costs of completing the project; (4) 
proposing the insertion of a condition which would enable the Council to cease payment of the grant 
should further external funding cease or to seek additional internal funding to continue supporting 
employees for the full 2 year period, and (5) recommending a minimum hourly rate of £3 for recruits 
aged between 18 and 21 years, and £3.60 for recruits aged over 22 years. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given to the continuation of a 2 year programme; 

 
(2) that a minimum hourly rate in line with the Government’s minimum wage guidelines which 

take effect from 1 April 1999 be approved;  
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(3) that the amended operational procedures for the Youth Employment and Training Initiative 
for the 1999 programme as detailed in the report be approved, and 

 
(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
BUSINESS/TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMMES  -  QUARTERLY  REPORT  
 
(1)  TRAINING  ASSISTANCE  GRANT  (TAG)  1998-1999 
 
16. With reference to paragraph 23 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998 there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and approved under the Council’s Training 
Assistance Grant Scheme during the quarter from 1 October to 1 December 1998 and providing an 
interim review of operations from 1 April to 1 December 1998. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee providing details of 

applications for 1998/99. 
 
 
 
(2)  BOOST  FOR  BUSINESS  START-UP 
 
17. With reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998 there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and considered under the Council’s Boost for 
Business Start-up Scheme during the period from 1 October to 31 December 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(3)  EMPLOYMENT  GRANTS  SCHEME 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 26 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998 there was submitted a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Development providing details of applications received and considered under the Council’s 
Employment Grant Scheme during the period from 1 October to 31 December 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(4)  SMALL  BUSINESS  SUPPORT  SCHEME 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 25 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 

26 November 1998 there was submitted  a report dated 4 March 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Development providing details of applications received and considered under the Council’s 
Small Business Support Scheme during the period from 1 October to 31 December 1998. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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CONFERENCE  -  “RETAIL  CRIME  IN  EUROPE” 
 
20. There was submitted an invitation from the British Retail Consortium inviting the Council to be 

represented at its conference entitled “Retail Crime in Europe” to be held in London on 31 March to 
1 April 1999. 

 
Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 

 
 


