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6. NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 
AGENDA ITEM No. 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE UPDATE 
From: 

Date: 9 JUNE 1999 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
FORWARD 

Ref: IL/REP560 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to book in advance and buy forward where 
required exhibition space etc. for the North Lanarkshire Trade Development Programme 2000/2001. 

Background 

Committee is aware that North Lanarkshire Council is an active participant in the West of Scotland 
Trade Partnership (WSTP), along with each of the other West of Scotland local authorities (in the 
former Strathclyde Region). A programme of International Trade events organised and managed by the 
WSTP is currently the subject of an ERDF application, which runs from April 1997 to end March 2000. 
(ERDF funding for events which took place in the previous year, 1999/2000, will be due during the 
course of the year 2000/2001. In addition, it is anticipated that an extension to ERDF funding will be 
available. 

The project establishes across the whole of the West of Scotland a focused International Trade Group 
exhibition and mission support programme aimed at increasing the effectiveness of Western Scotland 
SMEs in international markets. North Lanarkshire Council has a key role in the partnership, organising 
and managing of a number of events on behalf of the partnership. 

Due to the cyclical nature of the international exhibitions programme, many pivotal events which North 
Lanarkshire Council is targeting for the 2000/2001 programme take place only once every two or three 
years. In order to guarantee that exhibition space can be secured, it is necessary to book space well in 
advance of the exhibition dates, sometimes as much as 18 months before an event is due to take place. 

Equally, it is often necessary to pre-book hotel accommodation and travel well in advance due to hotel 
accommodation being at a premium at exhibition times, and is generally booked up more than a year in 
advance. 

The monies involved in buying forward are minimal, usually consisting only of deposits to secure the 
various services. An approximate figure of 55000 should suffice to secure these services, however, it 
should be borne in mind that this is merely an indication of the total amounts. Final figures may be 
slightly higher. 

Furthermore, any buy-forward will be offset by incoming ERDF payments due for events which took 
place, and continue to take place, in financial year 1999/2000. 
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3 .  Recommendation 

3.1 Committee is asked to approve the buying forward of required services as necessary for the 
International Trade Programme 2000/2001. 

Head of Property 

For further information contact Isobel Long, Economic Development Officer - Tel :01236 616287. 




