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Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to inform the members of the Economic Development Committee of the Government’s 
requirement for all Local Authorities to have in place a Local Agenda 21 strategy by the year 2000 and to outline 
some of the steps the Economic Development Unit will take to comply with this requirement. 

Background 

Local Agenda 21 is the local implementation of the global action plan for sustainable development agreed at the Rio 
Earth Summit in 1992. It is a process of developing local policies and actions for sustainable development, developed 
in partnership between the local authority and other sectors of the community. 

Adopting a Local Agenda 21 strategy means working not only in partnership with colleagues in the authority and 
other public services but also with businesses, the voluntary sector and the wider community to achieve common 
environmental, economic and social goals. 

Local Agenda 21 Process 

There are six main components to the LA 21 process and these are listed below: 

- managing and improving the sustainability performance of local authorities 
- integrating sustainability issues into all local authority policies and activities 
- raising awareness and educating 
- consulting and involving the wider community and the general public 
- working in partnership with others 
- measuring, monitoring and reporting 

Implementation 

The Economic Development Unit proposes to include in all relevant reports for Economic Development Committee, 
a section which highlights the implications for sustainable development as a result of the actions or policies referred to 
in the report. 
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4.2 The appropriate sections from the sustainability checklist will be incorporated into business development programme 

consideration. This will assess the impact of any proposal against a series of criteria covering social, economic and 
environmental issues. An example of this would be assessing if the proposal meets economic and employment needs 
of people and businesses by: 

- reducing poverty and low pay 
- providing training/personal development opportunities for local people 
- increasing employment opportunities for local people 
- linking local production with local consumption 
- improving the vitality and viability of town centres 
- helping local and community based business to set up and grow 
- improving the environmental impact of local business 

and assessing if the proposal ensures energy and resources are used wisely by for example: taking measures to reduce, 
recycle or reuse waste. 

4.3 In addition, there is funding available to businesses through the Environmental Loan Fund, as part of the West of 
Scotland Loans Fund, to assist businesses who are developing an environmentally friendly process of manufacturing 
or product. In these circumstances there is a reduced rate of interest payable to that of the main Loans Fund. 
Through this programme companies involved in the recycle of metal and plastic waste have been assisted as well as a 
company manufacturing recycled office consumables eg toner cartridges. This is a positive proactive measure which 
differentiates those companies involved in environmental projects. 

5 Recommendation 

Committee is asked to note and approve: 

a. The Economic Development Unit’s commitment to Local Agenda 21 
b. The intention to highlight sustainable development issues in all appropriate Committee reports. 

Head of Prooertv 
24 Mav 1999 

For further information please contact Ellen Byers, Senior Economic Development Officer. 
Telephone : 01236 616275 




