
REPORT 

Date: 9 June 1999 

To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Ref: ABRIREP563 

Subject: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UNIT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to set out the subscriptions to external bodies paid by the Economic 
Development Unit and the services received in return. It also proposes that some of these subscriptions be 
terminated in order to balance the budget and allow scope for new subscriptions to be taken out. (I) 

2 Background 

2.1 Following consideration of the subscriptions taken out by the EDU, there are five existing subscriptions 
worthy of further discussion and these are outlined below. 

CLES - The membership of this organisation has been called into question in the past, given the high 
cost attached to membership (f3,839) and the additional cost attached to training course and seminars 
and the fact that these events are generally held in the South of England which makes them inaccessible 
to EDU staff. The existing subscription ceases on 30th April 1999 and it is recommended that this is 
not renewed. 

Scottish Council Development and Industry (SCDI) - Membership of SCDI brings access to a wide 
range of publications which are heavily used by EDU, including the Scottish Survey of Manufactured 
Exports, Pointer and Indicator. The annual subscription for SCDI stands at 23,921, but given that it is 
the only source of certain key economic information, it is worthwhile continuing our membership. 
Additional subscriptions are paid for membership/administration of SLAED (2249) and subscription to 0 Pointer (240) 

West of Scotland Defence and Aerospace Network (WoSDAN) - Has been a worthwhile group in 
which to participate in the past, with information sharing proving useful. Although North Lanarkshire 
is not a major player in the Defence industry in Scotland, the problems of diversification which face the 
industry are problems which are common to a number of industries which are of importance to key 
industries within the area and the benefits which arise from sharing ideas with organisations which 
share similar circumstances are considerable (e.g. in the area of redundancy support, retraining 
programmes, etc.). The annual subscription for WoSDAN in the past has stood at f500, but for 
1999/2000 this charge has been raised to 21,000, and it is recommended that this subscription is 
continued. 
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Planning Exchange - Membership of the Planning Exchange is absolutely critical to most research 
work undertaken by the EDU. The search and loan service from the Planning Exchange Information 
Unit is used regularly, while the publication Economic Development Today is a valuable source of 
economic development information via its articles and the provision of LEDIS factsheets, and a guide 
to other articles and publications with relevance to economic development. In addition the Planning 
Exchange also arrange a series of seminars and conferences throughout the year which are often 
extremely useful with regard to the work of the EDU and for which membership of the Planning 
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Exchange brings significant reduction. The current EDU contribution to the Planning Exchange stands 
at 54,728, and it is recommended that we support the continuation of this membership. 

Federation of Economic Development Agencies (FEDA) - Membership fee 5960. Regular 
seminars/conferences. Need to control output from this source in order to achieve better value from this 
subscription. Propose continued subscription. Continue with FEDA for one year with monitoring of 
output.. 

ProDosed New Subscriptions 

Four new subscriptions have been identified as being worthy of additional expenditure : 

BODY 

Newspapers - 
The Economist - 
Mackay Consultants - 
Edinburgh Gazette - 

SERVICE 

2.2 Total Cost 

SCDl 

SCDl 
SCDl 
The Planning Exchange 
Thornson Directory New Connections 
FEDA 
WoSDAN 
Motherwell Chamber of Commerce 
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce 
Lanarkshire Environmental Business Club 
Scotmedia Magazines 
Fraser of Allander Institute 
Bulletpoint 
New Economics Foundation 
CEED 
Municipal Journal 
Newspapers 
The Economist 
Mackay Consultants 
Edinburgh Gazette 
TOTAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS BUDGET 

E300 
270 
596 
580. 

Annual subscription to Scottish 
economic policy organisation 
S U E D  admin. fee 
Subscription to Pointer 
EDU share of NLC contribution 
Subscription to LEDIS 
Membership fee 
Membership fee 
Membership fee 
Membership fee 
Membership fee 
The Drum Magazine 
Quarterly Economic Commentary 
Subscription to monthly magazine 
Supporter information 
Quarterly environmental magazine 
Weekly Local Government Magazine 
Daily Newspapers Reviewed 
Subscription to weekly magazine 
Annual Subscription 
Annual Subscription 

The total cost of these sL,scriptions in the year '2000 will amount to S 
This is significantly below the subscriptions budget for the year of 214,000. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UNIT SUBSCRIPTIONS 1999-2000 

2.3 Floating Budget 

6 as deta- :d be 

SUBSCRIPTION 
RATE 

pa (excl. VAT) 

3,921 
249 
40 

4,728 
337 
960 

1,000 
235 
140 
95 
75 
50 
350 
18 
24 
110 
300 

12,886 
14,000 

OW. e 

The Economic Development Unit is flooded with a range of offers of membership and subscription to 
organisations and publications. Many of these are of little relevance to the work of the Unit, but some 
are worthy of attention. A section of the budget should be set aside for dealing with such occurences to 
ensure that we are able to obtain anything thought to be of value to EDU activities. It is proposed that 
the projected budget surplus of 21,114 is used for this purpose. 
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3 Recommendation 

3.1 That the Committee note the contents of this report, and : 

(i) 
(ii) 

Agree to the Economic Development Unit subscriptions for 1999/2000 as detailed in the report. 
Agree to the utilisation of the floating budget for additional subscriptions as and when it is 
recognised that they would add value to the work of the Economic Development Unit. 

Acting Director of Planning & Environment 

For further information, please contact Andrew Brownlee, Economic Policy Officer 
Telephone: 01236 616276 

@ -  9 June 1999 




