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NORTH LANARKSHLRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

AGENDA REM No. I..LUa.LI.C-iV \3 

1 To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: ST CATHERINE’S LEARNING 1 CENTRE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 26 August 1999 Ref: ABR/REP594 
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3.1 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of progress with regard to the St Catherine’s 
Learning Centre project. 

Background 

A detailed ERDF application was submitted for the final Strathclyde European Partnership deadline on 
30th June 1999. However there were a number of issues which needed to be resolved if we were to 
have any prospect of this application being successful. Primarily, the specification of the building as 
defined to meet the needs of the project as it is currently outlined has resulted in an indicative cost of 
f4.2million. This figure is not sustainable resulting in a funding gap of 2700,000 for the project. 
Additionally, the following matters had to be resolved : 

LDA were unwilling to give any firm commitment to the project prior to the results of the full 
feasibility study and the Review of Services to the Unemployed being available. 
any North Lanarkshire Forward finance was subject to an approval process which would extend 
beyond the deadline for ERDF assistance. 
the potential contribution of Motherwell College via the Strategic Initiatives Fund was subject to a 
successful application: 
the feasibility study was still ongoing and it seemed extremely unlikely that comprehensive 
evidence of long-term viability would be available in time for the Advisory Group meeting on 
August 5th. 

As a result of these issues, it was decided to withdraw the application from the 1997-99 Programme 
and instead develop a bid for the 2000-2006 Programme, when we should have a comprehensive 
package of back-up information and full and formal support from partner organisations. We have 
informed Strathclyde European Partnership of this decision. 

Future Progress 

EKOS Ltd are progressing with the feasibility study and we would expect this to be completed and the 
final report available by the beginning of September, allowing us to feedback on the findings at the 
next Committee. 
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4 Recommendation 

4.1 That the Committee note the contents of this report. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning & Environment 

26 Julv 1999 

For further information, please contact Andrew Brownlee, Economic Policy Officer 
Telephone: 01236 616276 




