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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 26 August 1999 Ref: ABR/REP593 

Subject: MEMBERSHIP OF 
ORGANISATIONS 

1 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to consider membership of Federation of Economic Development 
Agencies and continue membership of the Coalfield Communities Campaign. 

2 Background 

2.1 Following consideration of the subscriptions taken out by the EDU at the June Committee, there are 
two further issues to consider with regard to existing memberships. 

2.2 Federation of Economic Development Agencies (FEDA) - It was recommended by the June 
Committee to continue membership for one year at a cost of 2960, and that during this time 
membership would be monitored for the value which it brings. However since this time there has been 
a significant increase in the cost of membership of around 50% to 21,480. This is due to amendment in 
charging procedure, with those organisations representing over 300,000 people charged the additional 
amount. The seminars and conferences held by FEDA are often of limited usefulness and rarely within 
easy travelling distance. The output of FEDA adds little value to the work of the Economic 
Development Unit. Therefore it is proposed that, given the additional cost, North Lanarkshire Council 
reconsider membership of this organisation. 

2.3 Coalfield Communities Campaign - This is a strategic all-party association of local authorities in the 
present and former coal areas of Scotland, England and Wales. Established in 1985, the Coalfield 
Communities Campaign aims to help protect the jobs that still remain in the coal industry and to 
promote the economic, social and environmental renewal of areas affected by coal jobs losses. The 
organisation provides North Lanarkshire with a powerful voice which can be used to lobby the 
Scottish, UK and European Parliaments, both via its own activities and those of the associated 
organisation the Alliance for Regional Aid. Our involvement is particularly important to the areas to 
the East of North Lanarkshire, which have been eligible for East of Scotland European Partnership’s 
programme of assistance for the regeneration of coalfield communities. The cost of 22,812, although 
not a direct subscription, must be met from the subscriptions budget, and it is recommended that we 
utilise this budget for this purpose. 

- 

3 Budget 

3.1 The Economic Development Unit’s existing subscription’s budget can only sustain the continuation of 
one of the above memberships. Given the equivalent benefits obtained from each, i t  is proposed that we 
continue only with membership of the Coalfield Communities Campaign. Should it be decided that it 
important to remain members of both organisations, the additional cost would have to be sourced from 
other budgets. 
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4 Recommendation 

4.1 That the Committee note the contents of this report, and consider the discontinuation of membership of 
the Federation of Economic Development Agencies and the continuation of membership of the 
Coalfield Communities Campaign. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning & Environment 

For further information, please contact Andrew Brownlee, Economic Policy Officer 

26 July 1999 

Telephone: 0 1236 6 16276 
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