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To: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

From: DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 

Date: 26 August 1999 Ref: ABRREP592 

Subject: LANARKSHIRE FOOTBALL TRAIL 
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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Council of progress made with regard to the Lanarkshire 
Football Trail project. 

Background 

Lanarkshire has a reputation for having given the world coal, steel and footballers. With the decline of 
the first two, we should capitalise on the legacy and future of the third. The area’s track record in 
producing world class footballers and managers is second to none, and this history should be 
celebrated. Names such as Sir Matt Busby, Jock ‘Stein, Jimmy Johnstone and Ally McCoist are known 
across the world, and this product recognition can pay dividends. The Lanarkshire Football Trail offers 
the opportunity to link economic, physical and social regeneration through a tourism-related project. 

Project Description 

The Lanarkshire Football Trail would identify landmarks of interest, for example the former 
birthplaces and homes of Lanarkshire football greats, linked by a series of plaques and an informative 
guidebook. It could also be linked to centralised exhibitions of Lanarkshire football memorabilia at 
various sites throughout the area. The project could also be promoted through the Scottish Football 
Museum project at Hampden Park. The physical trail could act as a catalyst for football-related 
business development and training opportunities, together with a resurgence of civic pride. It would 
attract considerable media attention and contribute to the re-imaging of North Lanarkshire. 0 
Partnership 

This project has already secured the active support of South Lanarkshire Council, allowing the trail to 
adopt the more recognised ‘full’ Lanarkshire identity and providing access to several famous 
footballers from the South Lanarkshire area. We have also been involved in discussions with 
Community Services of North Lanarkshire Council. It is our intention to involve Lanarkshire schools at 
some stage in the project, which could then trigger interest from the younger generation in the Trail. 
The reknowned sports journalist and historian Bob Crampsey has been commissioned to draw up a 
shortlist of players originating from Lanarkshire using the official Scottish Football League records. 
This list has been amended by both North and South Lanarkshire Council. Following this process Bob 
Crampsey, in his own unique writing style, has produced ‘pen-pictures’ of around 40 of the finest 
football players ever produced by Lanarkshire. 
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5 Funding 

5.1 The football trail project will continue with the commissioning of an illustrated map of the trail, and by 
contacting North Lanarkshire’s senior football clubs to secure their support for the project. It would 
probably be possible to obtain commercial sponsorship for the promotional material, particularly if a 
branded logo were developed. This could be done in-house. We have also examined the potential for 
accessing Millennium Lottery funding for this project. 

5.2 Development costs are estimated to be 51,000 with marketing costs of 52,000, giving a total project 
cost of 53,000, which can be met from existing budgets. The anticipated launch date for the 
Lanarkshire Football Trail is March 2000. 

6 Recommendation 

3.1 That the Committee note the contents of this report and approves the expenditure on this project. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning & Environment 

26 Aueusi 1999 

For further information, please contact Andrew Brownlee, Economic Policy Officer 
Telephone: 01236 616276 




