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Date: 7 October 1999 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Ref: CMcAIJMREP603 
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REPORT 

Subject: European Partnership Programme - 
New Towns 
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Purpose of Report 

This report is to advise members on a new European Partnership Progranme on New Towns, which North 
Lanarkshire Council is participating in. e 
Background 

In early 1998, the council agreed to participate in a 2 year European Partnership project which aims to identify how 
new towns can continue to offer a sustainable response to urban sprawl, identify measures to improve the 
management and financing of new towns, and to make recommendations in respect of the contribution of new towns 
to the European Spatial Development Prospectus. The project is known as Interreg 2c. 

The project consists of 4 main themes: Housing, Transport, Social Mobility and Economic Activity. 
Lanarkshire Council have agreed to focus on only 2 themes Housing and Economic Activity. 

North 

The project works through a series of meetings attended by various European Partners all of which are involved in 
managing new towns. There are 21 partners in the project and all are invited to contribute to the project by giving 
presentations, providing information or hosting workshops. The meetings focus on identifying issues, solutions and 
best practice for new towns. 

The conclusions reached at these events will be reported to the European Commission. 

Funding 

The cost for attending and or hosting meetings is paid for by the Programme. Input from North Lanarkshire Council 
is “in kind” with an agreement of a contribution of 48 days manpower over 2 years. 

North Lanarkshire Council Participation 

North Lanarkshire Council’s participation in this project is being co-ordinated by the Planning and Environment 
Department. The Council has participated in 2 meetings to date including a general meeting and a housing workshop. 
North Lanarkshire Council has agreed to host the next workshop on economic activity on the 11th and 12th of 

October 1999. The Economic Development Unit has been closely involved in the preparation for this meeting. It is 
expected that approximately 25 people will participate from the range of new town authorities from the Netherlands, 
France, England, Ireland, Wales and Belgium. North Lanarkshire is the only Scottish local authority participating in 
the project. 
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5 Economic Activities Workshop 

The workshop will take place over 2 days at the new town hall in Cumbernauld with delegates staying at the local 
Westerwood Hotel. Speakers at the event will include officers from the Council and external experts in the field of 
new towns. Representation from the Scottish Office is expected. An invitation may be extended to other new 
Scottish towns to attend, subject to approval from the Project co-ordinators. 

The Provost has been invited to weIcome a11 the delegates on the first morning of the meeting. 

6 Recommendation 

It is recommended that the committee note the contents of the report. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning and Environment 

For further information please contact Caitriona McAuley. 
Telephone : 01236 616279 




