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Date: 7th October 1999 Ref ABRIREP6 18 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Committee of the current situation regarding the Government’s 
Assisted Area Review. 

Background 

On 6 July 1999, the UK Government released its proposed Assisted Area Map to be operative from 1 
January 2000 pending the approval of the European Commission. In order to secure a more targeted use 
of regional aid, the Government decided to propose Assisted Areas based on groupings of local authority 
wards. 

The Government’s aim has been to identify locations of need (largely in terms of labour market 
weakness) and match these with neighbouring areas of opportunity where regional aid might have most 
effect in alleviating these needs. The Government used 4 indicators to identify areas with significant 
labour market weaknesses: 

0 employment participation rates, 
0 residence-based unemployment rates, 
0 workforce-based unemployment rates, 
0 local dependence on manufacturing. 

Using these four indicators, the Government reviewed all parts of Great Britain in order to identify areas 
suffering high levels of unemployment or low participation in the labour market, combined with 
significant manufacturing activity. 

Implications for North Lanarkshire 

Coverage based on 1991 wards is reduced from full coverage to 87%. Those 1991 Wards which are no 
longer eligible Assisted Areas are as follows; 

Kildrum and Park 
0 

0 

0 New Monklands East 
0 Cambusnethan 

Newmains 
Stepps 

Abronhill West and Abronhill East 
Queenzieburn and Kilsyth North West 
Banton and Kilsyth Central and East 



3.2 Officers from North and South Lanarkshre Council’s and the LDA have been considering the strategic 
implications of the review. However, there are certain conditions attached to any proposal for revising the 
Government map which had to be considered in this process, specifically : 

0 

0 

0 

any gains must be in eligible wards. 
the population coverage at local authority level cannot increase. 
any proposed changes cannot ‘zone’ a ward that sits in isolation, nor creates a ‘hole’ in the map that 
was not there before. 

3.3 Following discussions with officers from each of the planning divisions in North Lanarkshire. an analysis 
of the excluded wards and those which may be suitable for substitution was carried out. This revealed 
that of all the wards put forward for inclusion and exclusion by each of the planning wards. only two 
were interchangeable given the criteria detailed above. It was therefore proposed to the Scottish Office, 
via LDA, to include Monklands East within the Assisted Areas map, and exclude Ladywell, based on the 
following justification : 

NEW MONKLAND EAST WARD 

There is very a strong case for this ward being given Assisted Area status, in terms both of realising 
opportunity and meeting need. The ward has a high unemployment rate, at near to double the national 0 
average, and whch is significantly higher than the rate for the West of Scotland. The ward has the 
highest incidence of derelict and vacant land in the former Monklands District. The low number of 
manufacturing jobs masks the number of people who continue to rely.on continuing mineral extraction for 
employment at the three large extraction sites located in the ward. 

LADYWELL WARD 

This is a primarily residential area with only 37 businesses registered in Ladywell on the North 
Lanarkshire Business Listings Database. Unemployment in the Ladywell ward in April 1999 stood at 
only 2.8% and 1996 manufacturing employment in the ward was recorded at only 3 people. There is 
therefore very little scope for the ward to benefit from Assisted Area status. 

4 Conclusion 

4.1 Having submitted a proposal to exchange the ward of Ladywell for that of Monklands East on the 
Assisted Areas map, we are awaiting a decision from the Scottish Office with regard to this 
recommendation. The Committee will be informed of the outcome as sooil as it becomes available. a 

5 Recommendation 

5.1 That the Committee note the contents of this report, 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning: & Environment 

7th October 1999 

For fbrther information, please contact Andrew Brownlee, Economic Policy Oficer 
Telephone: 01236 616276 




