
EXCERPT OF MINUTE OF MEETING OF THE SOCIAL INCLUSION COMMITTEE HELD ON 
26 AUGUST 1999 

CENTRAL SCOTLAND RURAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 July 1999 by the Chief Executive (1) advising that 
at its meeting on 5 May 1998 the Policy and Resources Committee had agreed that the Council 
should participate in the establishment of the Central Scotland Local Rural Partnership which would 
provide an effective mechanism to take forward the aims contained in the Government’s Rural White 
Paper which was published in December 1995; (2) advising that although the Scottish Office 
definition of ruralality does not include any areas within North Lanarkshire, there are a number of 
rural communities where residents experience problems associated with remoteness, disadvantage 
and economic decline; (3) reporting that rural communities within Falkirk and West Lothian 
experience similar problems and are also excluded from the Scottish Office definition; (4) intimating 
that the Council has assisted in the establishment of a Central Scotland Rural Development Group 
which comprises officer representation from the Council’s Planning and Environment and Chief 
Executive’s Departments, West Lothian Council, Falkirk Council, Central Scotland Countryside Trust, 
Lanarkshire Development Agency, Forth Valley Enterprise and Forest Enterprise; (5) summarising 
the key objectives for the Council’s involvement; (6) outlining in an Appendix to the report rural 
issues which are common to all three authorities, and (7) reporting-thaffhe-Gmup-has-expresseban 
interest to the Countryside Exchange to be considered as a potential partner in exchange studies. 

Decided: 

that the establishment of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group be noted and 
approval be given to the continued involvement and representation by North Lanarkshire 
Council: 

that the rural issues identified by the Central Scotland Rural Development Group as detailed 
in Appendix 1 of the report, which are known to be common to the three local authority areas, 
be approved; 

that the potential for exchange work in relation to rural studies through the activities of the 
Countryside Exchange be noted; 

that further reports be submitted to this Committee by the Chief Executive for consideration 
and approval prior to any formal participation by the Council; 

that the matter be remitted to the Planning and Environment and Economic Development 
Committees for information, and 

that further reports be submitted by the Chief Executive to this Committee detailing the 
progress and activities of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group. 

EXS 126AU .DOC 
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To: Social Inclusion Committee 

From: Chief Executive 

Date: 9 July 1999 Ref CE012/003/015 
(02/JLR160) 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

Subject: Central Scotland Rural Development 
Group 

REPORT 

* 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to advise the Social Inclusion Committee of the joint work by North 
Lanarkshire, Falkirk and West Lothian Councils to establish a Central Scotland Rural Development 
Group. 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting on 5 May 1998, the Council’s Policy and Resources Committee considered a report 
by the Chief Executive and agreed to the recommendation that North Lanarkshire Council should 
participate in the formation of Central Scotland Local Rural Partnership. 

Previously, the Government, in its Rural White Paper published in December 1995 suggested that 
the establishment of a Scottish Rural Partnership and more locally based partnerships involving 
local authorities, public sector agencies and rural communities themselves, would provide an 
effective mechanism to take forward those aims contained within the White Paper. 

To date, the establishment of Local Rural Partnerships elsewhere in Scotland has concentrated upon 
those areas which are obviously and immediately recognised as rural, and those which feature 
within the Scottish Office definition of rural. For example: Dumfiies and Galloway; the Scottish 
Borders; South Lanarkshire ; Aberdeenshire; and Angus. 

CENTRAL SCOTLAND RURAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

0 

Whilst the Scottish Office definition of rurality does not include any areas within North Lanarkshire 
there are a number of rural comniunities where residents experience problems associated with 
remoteness, disadvantage and economic decline. Rural communities within the neighbouring 
authorities of Falkirk and West Lothian experience similar problems to those in North Lanarkshire, 
and again, with the exception of one small area in Falkirk and two in West Lothian, the majority of 
rural villages in these authorities are excluded from the Scottish Office definition. 

Accordingly, in order to explore the potential for joint and strategic work across a wider rural area 
than simply those communities in North Lanarkshire, and also to learn from examples of positive 
and innovative practice in other authorities, the Council has assisted in the establishment of a 
Central Scotland Rural Development Group. 

, 

Although similar in composition and aims to a Local Rural Partnership as recommended by the 
Scottish Office, the Central Scotland Rural Development Group would suggest that it is 
inappropriate to use this title given the correlation between the Scottish Office definition of rurality 
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and the establishment of both Local Rural Partnerships and nationally, the Scottish Rural 
Partnership. 

3.4 The Central Scotland Rural Development Group has now met on two occasions and comprises 
officer representation from the following local authorities, partners and external agencies: 

0 North Lanarkshire Council; Planning and Environment Department and Chief 

0 West Lothian Council 
0 Falkirk Council 
0 Central Scotland Countryside Trust 
0 Lanarkshire Development Agency 
0 Forth Valley Enterprise; and 
0 Forest Enterprise. 

Executive's Office 

Membership may also be extended to include representation by the Health Boards and Scottish 
Homes for example, or membership on an adhoc basis subject to the workload and agenda of the 
Rural Development Group. 

3.5 The Group has agreed to convene on a quarterly basis and the key objectives for North Lanarkshire 
Council's involvement may be summarised as:- 

0 

- to share information, experience and learn from those examples of good practice in terms 
of rural development implemented by neighbouring local authorities, partners and external 
agencies; 

- to identie common issues or problems, and similarities within the rural communities of 
central Scotland; 

- to identify the rural communities and villages of central Scotland and to raise awareness of 
the parricular issues which these areas face (for example: isolation; economic decline; and 
derelict iandscape); and, 

- to csploic jointly and strategically the potential for collaborative rural regeneration across 
a wider area, particularly in economic expansion, transport linkages and tourism 
in::ia:i\,es. 

4.0 CURREST \f'O€KLOAD AND LINKS WITH THE COUNTRYSIDE EXCHANGE 

4.1 The initial U u:L.iL)ad and discussions of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group have largely 
focused up02 dexniining membership, remit , frequency of meetings and other operational matters. 
The Group has however, identified those rural issues which are common to all three local authorities 
and a summanscd list of these is attached as Appendix One to this report. 

4.2 In addition, the Group has submitted an expression of interest to the Countryside Exchange to be 
considered as a potential partner in exchange studies between European rural communities and rural 
communities in America and Canada who may experience similar difficulties and challenges. The 
participation of North Lanarkshire Council, albeit throughout the Central Scotland Rural 
Development Group, in such an exchange would require further consideration and approval by the 
Council and accordingly, a further report in this regard will be submitted to the Social Inclusion 
Committee prior to any formal involvement. 
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5.0 RECOMMENDATION 

5.1 The Social Inclusion Committee is requested to:- 

i) note the establishment of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group and approve the 
continued involvement and representation by North Lanarkshire Council; 

? 

ii) consider those rural issues identified by the Central Scotland Rural Development Group and 
listed in Appendix One, which are known to be common to the three local authority areas; 

iii) note the potential for exchange work in relation to rural studies through the activities of the 
Countryside Exchange and request the Chief Executive to submit a further report to the Social 
Inclusion Committee for consideration and approval prior to any formal participation by the 
Council; 

iv) agree to remit t h ~ s  report, for information purposes, to the Planning and Environment and 
Economic Development Committees; and, 

v) request the Chief Executive to submit further reports to the Social Inclusion Committee 0 
detailing the progress and activities of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group. 

x cutive U-- 

* 
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APPENDIX ONE 

CENTRAL SCOTLAND RURAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
COMMON RURAL CHARACTERISTICS BETWEEN LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

* 
0 same,economic history, being former mining villages with little or no recent economic diversification 

following mining demise 

0 poor access to new jobs in urban areas 

0 isolation from main service providers and therefore lack of opportunity for training or employment and 
limited lifestyle choices 

0 ,  agricultural and commercial forestry hinterland, but few links to this from the villages 

0 sparse landscape of poor farni land, forestry and relatively infertile scrub and bog land 

0 lack of critical mass for investment 
0 

0 comparatively higher cost of providing services 

0 declining population, falling school rolls 

0 mixture of older indigenous population and new residents who travel outwith the villages to shop, work 
and spend their leisure time 

0 poor image for incomers 

0 combination of older local authority housing and newer owner occupied dwellings; lack of choice in 
housing and poor visual quality 

0 limited level of local shopping, mostly sinaller village shops and sub post offices 

0 0 poor public transport links 

0 poor level of outdoor leisurehecreation opportunities 

0 lack of facilities for young people 

0 pockets of poverty and disadvantage 

0 lack of community development and a range of social problems 

0 underdeveloped community capacity and organisational infrastructure 

0 lack of recognition of being “rural” areas and therefore more limited funding opportunities, 




