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Motherwell, 7 October 1999 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Brooks, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Burns, Cameron, Connelly, 
Jones, Lyle, McElroy, Morgan, Pentland, Saunders, Selfridge and Valentine. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Brooks (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer; Director of Planning and Environment, Economic Development Manager 
and Senior Accountant. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillors Donnelly, Love, McCabe, H. McGuigan, Nolan and Stocks. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  ENVIRONMENT  (ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT)  -  
FINANCIAL  MONITORING  REPORT 
 
1. With reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 

1999, there was submitted a report dated 17 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) setting out the position with regard to spending levels by the Economic 
Development Unit within the Department of Planning and Environment for the period from 1 April to 
15 August 1999; (2) providing an explanation of the more significant variances, and (3) presenting a 
projected outturn for the financial year. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  -  UPDATE  -  FIRST  QUARTER  1999/2000 
 
2. With reference to paragraph 12 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 

1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 September 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) summarising the assistance afforded to companies in North Lanarkshire through 
the West of Scotland Partnership International Trade Programme for the first quarter of 1999/2000; 
(2) enclosing, as an Appendix, a list of companies within North Lanarkshire which received support 
for the West of Scotland Trade Partnership event, and (3) advising that a full evaluation of the long 
term benefits of the Programme to companies within North Lanarkshire was being carried out by 
external consultants and a report of the findings would be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAMMES  -  BUDGET  VIREMENT 
 
3. There was submitted a report dated 15 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and Environment 

(1) advising, for reasons detailed therein, that there was a requirement to vire finance between the 
Department’s Business Development Programmes, and (2) proposing (a) that £9,000 be transferred 
from the Department’s 1999/2000 budget line for the “Management Technology Training Grant” to 
the budget line for the “Training Assistance Grant”, and (b) that £20,000 be transferred from the 
Department’s 1999/2000 budget line for the “Employment Grants Scheme” to the budget line for the 
“Boost for Business Start-Up Fund”. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that approval be given to (a) the transfer of £9,000 from the Department of Planning and 

Environment’s 1999/2000 budget line for the “Management Technology Training Grant” to 
the budget line for the “Training Assistance Grant”, and (b)  the transfer of £20,000 from the 
Department of Planning and Environment’s 1999/2000 budget line for the “Employment 
Grants Scheme” to the budget line for the “Boost for Business Start-Up Fund”, and 

 
(2) that the matter be remitted to the Finance Committee for its interest. 

 
 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  LOAN  FUND  -  ADAM  HART  HEALTHCARE  LIMITED 
 
4. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 23 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Environment advising (1) that an application for a business loan in the sum of £30,000 had been 
received from Adam Hart Healthcare Limited which supplies a range of healthcare products, and 
(2) that the purpose of the loan being sought was to assist with the company’s expansion programme. 

 
Decided: that Adam Hart Healthcare Limited be awarded a business loan in the sum of £30,000, 

subject to the terms and conditions to be adjusted by the Director of Planning and 
Environment and Head of Legal Services. 

 
 
LEVELS  OF  DELEGATED  AUTHORITY 
 
5. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 15 August 

1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 September 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) advising, for the reasons detailed therein, that it was proposed to increase the 
levels of grant aided delegated authority in relation to the appraisal of applications received in 
respect of various Business Development Programmes; (2) containing proposals for increasing the 
levels of delegated authority to officers within the Department, and (3) intimating that all approvals 
under delegated authority would continue to be reported to the Committee on a quarterly basis. 

 
Decided: that the levels of delegated authority to officers in the Department of Planning and 

Environment be increased in relation to the determination of applications received in 
respect of Business Development Programmes, as detailed in the report. 

 
 
NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  LOANS  FUND  -  APPROVALS  UNDER  DELEGATED  
AUTHORITY  -  QUARTERLY  REPORT 
 
6. With reference to paragraph 5 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 9 June 1999, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment providing details of applications received and approved under delegated authority in 
terms of the Council’s Business Loans Fund Scheme during the period from 1 April to 30 June 1999. 

 

C 
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Decided: that the report be noted. 
 
EUROPEAN  SOCIAL  FUND  RESIDER  II  PROJECT  -  “COMMUNITY  ECONOMIC  REGENERATION  
SUPPORT”  -  UPDATE 
 
7. With reference to paragraph 11 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 23 April 1999, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) reminding Members that the “Community Economic Regeneration Support” Project 
aimed to provide business development support to community based organisations in those areas of 
North Lanarkshire covered by the European Social Fund’s Resider II Project; (2) summarising the 
progress made by the “Community Economic Regeneration Support” Project during the period from 
1 January to 30 June 1999, and (3) detailing the organisations which have participated in the 
Project’s 1999 Programme. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a further report on the “Community Economic Regeneration Support” Project be 

submitted to a future meeting of the Committee. 
 
 
 
EUROPEAN  PARTNERSHIP  PROGRAMME  -  NEW  TOWNS 
 
8. There was submitted a report dated 13 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and Environment 

(1) advising that, in early 1998, the Council had agreed to participate in a two year European 
Partnership Project on New Towns; (2) summarising the aims of the Project; (3) detailing the 
Council’s contribution towards the Project in terms of manpower provided over the term of the 
Project, and (4) intimating (a) that, to date, the Council had participated in two meetings including a 
General Meeting and a Housing Workshop, and (b) that, as the co-ordinating Officer for this Project, 
he had agreed, on behalf of the Council, to host the next Workshop on Economic Activity on 11 and 
12 October 1999 when it was anticipated that there would be approximately twenty five people from 
New Town authorities within countries throughout Europe. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
NEW  LANARKSHIRE  LIMITED  -  PROJECT  FUNDING  1999/2000 
 
9. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 12 September 

1996, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 September 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) reminding Members (a) that New Lanarkshire Limited, through its “Supercounty 
Campaign” aimed to promote civic pride in Lanarkshire; (b) that in 1996/97, the Council had agreed 
to discontinue funding external bodies from core funding, and (c) that New Lanarkshire Limited had 
subsequently received project funding of £7,000 per annum from the Council; (2) intimating that, 
since its inception, New Lanarkshire Limited had sponsored a number of events in Lanarkshire 
ranging from school safety initiatives to events in town centres throughout Lanarkshire; (3) enclosing, 
as an Appendix, a list of projects in North Lanarkshire supported by New Lanarkshire Limited through 
its “Supercounty Initiative” for the period from July 1998 to August 1999, and (4) seeking approval to 
provide financial support in the sum of £7,000 to New Lanarkshire Limited for 1999/2000. 

 
Decided: that New Lanarkshire Limited be awarded the sum of £7,000 for the financial year 

1999/2000. 
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Prior to consideration of the next item of business, Councillor Lyle declared a pecuniary interest and 
took no part in the determination of the request for sponsorship. 
 
 
LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  AWARDS  -  SPONSORSHIP 
 
10. With reference to paragraph 16 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 October 

1998, there was submitted a report dated 15 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment advising (1) that the Council had been invited to contribute towards the sponsorship of 
the Lanarkshire Business Awards, and (2) that the cost of sponsorship was £5,000 which could be 
met from existing budgets. 

 
Decided: that the sum of £5,000 be contributed towards sponsorship of the Lanarkshire Business 

Awards. 
 
 
 
TOWN  CENTRE  INITIATIVES:  MINUTES  OF  BOARD  MEETING  AND  PROGRESS  REPORT 
 
11. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 October 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Environment (1) detailing progress made by Town Centre Initiatives Limited relative to the Council’s 
Service Level Agreement with that company for 1999/2000, and (2) enclosing, as Appendices, (a) the 
Minute of the board meeting of 27 May 1999, and (b) the Town Centre Initiatives’ Manager’s 
monitoring report on progress for May to September 1999. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REDUNDANCY  SUPPORT  PROVISION 
 
12. With reference to paragraph 20 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 

1999, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 9 September 1999 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) reminding Members that the Council had adopted procedures in relation to 
redundancy support provision; (2) advising (a) that the redundancy services provided to the former 
employees of Alexandra Workwear Limited were now complete; (b) that since August 1999, three 
companies had been notified to the Economic Development Unit as having gone into 
receivership/liquidation, viz:- (A) Icetag Limited, Airdrie; (B) Safeline Limited, Shotts, and  (C) 
Dewramet J.M.E Limited, Wishaw; (c) that Castle Cement, Coatbridge had indicated a large scale 
redundancy at its plant, and (d) that further job losses had also been experienced at Tubular 
Industries Scotland within the Imperial Works, Airdrie; (3) detailing the service provided to the 
affected employees of each of the companies mentioned above, and (4) intimating that, following 
consultation with external agencies on the ways in which existing Partnership arrangements could be 
strengthened, a Working Group comprising Officers from each Agency had been made responsible 
for drawing up a “Lanarkshire-wide” protocol on redundancy service provision. 

 
Thereon, the Economic Development Manager advised the Committee in relation to (1) further 
redundancies at Levi factories located at Whitburn and Bellshill, and (2) the redundancy services 
offered to former employees of that company. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the recommendations of the Working Group established to determine a 

“Lanarkshire-wide” redundancy support protocol be approved; 
 

(2) that a further report on operation of the protocol be submitted to a future meeting of the 
Committee; 
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(3) that the Council’s Redundancy Support Pack be circulated to Trade Unions to increase 
awareness of the redundancy service provided by the Council, and 

 
(4) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT  -  SERVICE  REVIEW 
 
13. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 13 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Environment (1) advising (a) that, in accordance with the Government’s “Best Value” initiative, the 
Council had agreed to undertake a range of reviews covering Council services over a 5 year period 
between 1998 and 2003; (b) that the services provided by the Economic Development Unit were 
currently being reviewed in year two of the Service Review Programme, and (c) that the scope of the 
review relative to the Economic Development Unit included examination of general systems and 
practices and a detailed examination of key issues, viz:- (A) Business Loan Services; (B) 
Employment Grant Scheme, and (C) staff absenteeism, and (2) detailing the procedures to be 
applied in conducting the review of services. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
REGENERATION  PARTNERSHIP 
 
14. With reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 1 April 1999, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 15 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) reminding Members of the aims of the “Environmental Task Force - Project 
Environmental Enhancement Programme”; (2) intimating (a) that, following approval of work totalling 
£288,000 for five Projects within the “Environmental Task Force - Project Environmental 
Enhancement Programme”, viz (A) Coatbridge Fountain; (B) Monklands Canal/Calderbank; (C) 
Brownsburn/ Monkland Glen; (D) Weavers Road/Airdrie, and (E) Caldercruix Improvements, further 
funding had been received from the Resider European Regional Development Fund for Projects 
detailed at (B) to (D) above; (b) that, subsequently, it was confirmed that additional money was 
available from that source for further environmental projects, and (c) that meetings had taken place 
with representatives of Lanarkshire Development Agency to review existing Projects and discuss 
additional Projects; (3) summarising revised and additional Projects submitted to Strathclyde 
European Partnership, viz: (a) Ravenscraig Approaches; (b) Greenhead Moss; (c) Town Centres, and 
(d) Environment Initiatives; (4) detailing  the funding package agreed for each Project, and (5) 
advising (a) that the Department of Planning and Environment through its General Services Capital 
Expenditure Programme and New Deal Management Income was contributing £530,000 towards 
various environmental Projects, as detailed within the report, and (b) that the Chief Executive’s 
Department and the Department of Community Services were making a further contribution totalling 
£30,000 towards these Projects. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be remitted to the Community Services Committee, the Planning and 

Environment Committee, the Social Inclusion Committee and the Policy and Resources 
Committee for their respective interests; 

 
(2) that further reports on the “Regeneration Partnership” Project be submitted to a future 

meeting of the Committee, and 
 

(3) that the report be otherwise noted. 
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EUROPEAN  STRUCTURAL  FUNDS  OBJECTIVE 3  PROGRAMME 
 
15. There was submitted a report (docketed) dated 29 September 1999 by the Director of Planning and 

Environment (1) advising that the Scottish Executive had published a Draft Plan for the European 
Structural Fund’s Scottish Objective 3 Programme, together with a Consultation Questionnaire on the 
Programme; (2) containing his observations on the Draft Plan, and (3) enclosing, as an Appendix, a 
copy of the completed Consultation Questionnaire which had been forwarded to the Scottish 
Executive as this Council’s response to the Draft Plan for the European Structural Fund’s Scottish 
Objective 3 Operational Programme 2000/2006. 

 
Decided: that the Council’s response to the Scottish Executive in respect of the Draft Plan for 

European Structural Fund’s Scottish Objective 3 Operational Programme 2000/2006 
be noted. 

 
 
 
ASSISTED  AREAS  REVIEW 
 
16. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 26 August 

1999, there was submitted a report (tabled and docketed) dated 7 October 1999 by the Director of 
Planning and Environment (1) reminding Members that, pending approval from the European 
Commission, the Assisted Area Map proposed by the Government would become operative on 
1 January 2000, and (2) advising (a) that the implications of the Government’s Review of Assisted 
Area Status had been examined by Officers from the Council together with Officers from South 
Lanarkshire Council and the Lanarkshire Development Agency; (b) that an analysis had been 
conducted of Electoral Wards excluded from Assisted Area Status and those which may be suitable 
for substitution; (c) that, for the reasons detailed therein and following discussion with the Lanarkshire 
Development Agency, it was considered that New Monkland East Ward should be given Assisted 
Area Status and the Ladywell Ward should be removed; (d) that the Lanarkshire Development 
Agency had proposed to the Scottish Executive that the Ladywell Ward be exchanged for the New 
Monklands East Ward on the Assisted Area Map, and (e) that the determination of the Scottish 
Executive, in this regard, was currently awaited. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
MOTHERWELL  AREA  ENTERPRISE  -  UPDATE 
 
17. There was submitted a report (tabled and docketed) dated 4 October 1999 by the Director of 

Planning and Environment (1) advising (a) that Motherwell Business Advice Centre had been 
established by the Council and Lanarkshire Development Agency as an interim organisation to 
deliver business support services to small and medium enterprises in the Motherwell area following 
the cessation of Motherwell Enterprise Development Company, and (b) that Lanarkshire 
Development Agency Board had decided that the most appropriate structure to deliver support to 
businesses within the Motherwell area was to recreate the Enterprise Trust Model and had appointed 
a Steering Group and Chair to form a new Enterprise Trust for this purpose; (2) detailing the Directors 
of the new Motherwell Area Enterprise; (3) reporting that the Board of Motherwell Area Enterprise had 
held its inaugural meeting on 30 September 1999 at which the Council was represented, and (4) 
intimating that it was expected that a new Chief Executive would be appointed in the near future and 
that Enterprise staff would be appointed between now and December 1999. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 
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REMIT  FROM  THE  POLICY  AND  RESOURCES  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  22  JUNE  1999  -  
QUARTERLY  UNEMPLOYMENT  REPORT:  FIRST  QUARTER  1999 
 
18. With reference to paragraph 40 of the Minute of the meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee 

held on 22 June 1999, there were submitted (1) a report dated 22 June 1999 by the Chief Executive 
(a) advising of the unemployment situation in North Lanarkshire for the first quarter of 1999, and (b) 
recommending that future unemployment reports be submitted to this Committee as well as to the 
Policy and Resources Committee, and (2) the relevant Minute excerpt. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Chief Executive submit quarterly unemployment reports to this Committee, and 

 
(2) that the report be otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
REMITS  FROM  THE  SOCIAL  INCLUSION  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  26  AUGUST 1999 
 
(1)  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE  CHILDREN’S  SERVICES  PLAN  ANNUAL  REVIEW 
 
19. With reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Inclusion Committee held 

on 26 August 1999, there were submitted (1) a report dated 26 August 1999 by the Chief Executive 
relative to the Council’s Children’s Services Plan for the period from 1998 to 2001, and (2) the 
relevant Minute Excerpt. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
(2)  CENTRAL  SCOTLAND  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  GROUP 
 
20. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Social Inclusion Committee held 

on 26 August 1999, there were submitted (1) a report dated 9 July 1999 by the Chief Executive 
relative to the establishment and aims of the Central Scotland Rural Development Group, and (2) the 
relevant Minute Excerpt. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
REMIT  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  HELD  ON  2  SEPTEMBER  1999  -  IT  SERVICES  -  
YEAR  2000  PROGRESS  (8TH  REPORT) 
 
21. With reference to paragraph 13 of the Minute of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 

2 September 1999, when consideration had been given to measures employed to ensure the Council 
was Year 2000 compliant, there was submitted a Minute extract which referred to progress to date in 
assessing IT hardware and software in various Council Departments. 

 
Decided: that the position be noted. 

 
 
7TH  EUROPEAN  CONFERENCE  AND  EXHIBITION  -  “EMPLOYMENT  WEEK  1999” 
 
22. There was submitted an invitation from Touchstones Exhibitions and Conferences Limited to be 

represented at its 7th European Conference and Exhibition entitled “Employment Week 1999” to be 
held in Belgium from 3 to 5 November 1999. 
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Decided: that no attendance at this conference be authorised. 
 


