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Date: 25 November 1999 

AGENDA E M  N@c. -12 - ,  
- NORTH LANARKSHIRE COUNCIL 

REPORT 

Ref: EDU/T0006/AJL/JW 
REP634.doc 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Subject: LANARKSHIRE SCREEN 
LOCATIONS 

PurDose of Report 

1. To advise members of the workings of Lanarkshire Screen Locations and its potential value to 
Lanarkshire’s economy to seek acknowledgement of a film liaison officer role as Lanarkshire’s 
principal contact with film makers who wish to use locations in Lanarkshire. 

Resources 

2. This report has no financial implications for the Council at this time. 

Backpound 

3. 

4. 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

Since 1996, the Council has been working to establish itself as a “film friendly” location. In order to 
achieve this, the Economic Development Unit has undertaken the role of a Film Office, through the 
work of a film liaison officer. The Film Office operates under the title “Lanarkshire Screen 
Locations”. 

Due to a vacancy within the Economic Development Unit, the film liaison officer’s tasks have been 
undertaken by an officer based in Planning and Environment’s Central Division since May 1999. 
During this time, contact has been established with various Location Managers, Production 
Companies, Producers and Directors and links with other Film Commissions strengthened. In the same 
period, over 40 Lanarkshire locations have been suggested to potential film makers, many of whom 
don’t know about Lanarkshire, or where it is. 

The remit of the Film Office was extended to cover South Lanarkshire in May 1999. This was done in 
order to extend the pull and potential of Lanarkshire as a whole, building on the Lanarkshire brand, 
reinforce joint investment and streamline the enquiry process for both Scottish Screen (the 
Government funded agency set up to promote Scotland abroad) and the industry. The South 
Lanarkshire liaison is carried out through Economic Development and Estates Services in Hamilton. 

A Film Commission’s role is to encourage film and television related activity to use the area for 
locations by making it as easy as possible to shoot there. This can act as a significant marketing tool in 
promoting the area and the accompanying production spend can play a part in improving the local 
economy. 

For example, between May 1998 and August 1999, some f24m was brought into Scotland as a result 
of feature film activity alone. Figures for commercials tend to be even higher. Added to television 
money, this represents a sector of industry well worth trying to get a share of. Lanarkshire is well 
placed to achieve this. 
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8. During 1999, the Film Office has received 49 enquiries for potential locations. Some 40 Lanarkshire 
locations have been suggested, either via Scottish Screen, or directly to production companies. Several 
photos have been e-mailed or sent to production companies. The lack of a dedicated photo library 
means that vital time is lost in organising the taking and processing of photographs for sending out. 

9. The film liaison Officer completed an industry recognised training course on how to perform the role 
more effectively in July of this year. Consequently, he, and the Film Office, have gained accreditation 
from the Los Angeles based Association of Film Commissioners International. Training costs were 
met jointly by both North and South Lanarkshire Councils. 

10. Lanarkshire Screen Locations is one of only six dedicated local Film Offices based in Scotland. Its 
activities are funded from mainstream Economic Development budgets within North and South 
Lanarkshire Councils. The resources available for developing the current service are relatively low 
compared to the other five. 

Scotland : The Location Network 

e 11. The other five local Fiim Offices in Scotland are: 

Edinburgh Film Focus : covering Edinburgh, the Lothians and Scottish Borders, this office is funded 
by City of Edinburgh, Midlothian and Scottish Borders Councils, Lothian and Edinburgh Enterprise, 
Scottish Borders Enterprise and ERDF (Objective 5B).This office has 3 permanent staff. 

Glasgow Film Office : covering the City of Glasgow, this office is funded by City of Glasgow 
Council, Glasgow Enterprise, Scottish Enterprise and ERDF (Objective 2) .This office has 4 permanent 
staff. 

Highlands and Islands Film Commission : covering the Highlands, Western Isles, Northern Isles, 
Argyll and Bute and Morayshire. This office is funded by the following Councils:- Highland, Western 
Isles, Orkney, Shetland, Argyll and Bute and Moray. Additional funding comes from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and ERDF (Objective 5B) .This office operates on a network basis, co-ordinated 
from Inverness by a permanent Film Commissioner. 

South West Scotland Film Commission : covering Dumfries and Galloway, this office is funded by 
Dumfries and Galloway Council, Dumfries and Galloway Enterprise and ERDF (Objective 5B) .This 
office has 2 permanent staff. 

Film Dundee : covering the City of Dundee, Angus and Perth and Kinross. This office will be 
expanded to become Film Tayside on gaining funding agreements from City of Dundee, Angus and 
Perth and Kinross Councils and Scottish Enterprise Tayside. This office has no permanent staff, being 
organised on a network basis, co-ordinated from Dundee by a Film & TV Officer. 

Summarv of Current Position 

12. The Economic Development Unit co-ordinates a film location service across Lanarkshire. The project 
is supported by South Lanarkshire Council and has received support from Lanarkshire Development 
Agency. 

13. In order to provide a more efficient service, which reflects well on the Council, to an industry capable 
of pumping milIions of pounds into the local economy, it is important that the Film Office is 
recognised at the corporate North Lanarkshire Council level. Currently television and film production 
comDanies can aDDrOaCh deDartments directly, if thev reauire use of a Darticular tvDe of location. 
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These enauiries. the assistance provided and any financial investment as a result of a successful 
7 

14. The Film Office’s value was recognised by the production team on Gregory’s Two Girls, a film 
launched at Edinburgh International Film Festival, to great acclaim, substantially shot in Cumbernauld. 

Future Action 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Should Members agree to this report, it is proposed that all of the Council’s departments are asked to 
advise the film liaison officer of any approaches for filming in North Lanarkshire. This will allow 
effective monitoring of the service provided to the industry to be carried out. 

It is envisaged that South Lanarkshire Council’s Head of Economic Development and Estates Services 
will submit a similar report to that Council’s Economic Development Committee in due course. A 
recognised feature of the current work of the Film Commission is the establishment of a closer 
working relationship between Lanarkshire’s two local authorities. 

It is proposed to discuss the work of the Film Office with Lanarkshire Development Agency with a 
view to identifying opportunities for partnership working in this sector. This would put Lanarkshire 
Screen Locations on a more equal footing with the other local Film Officers in Scotland and is a key 
factor in forging closer links with South Lanarkshire. LDA’s initial support for the brochure was most 
welcome and efforts should be made to build on this. 

Issues which require to be addressed include the need to:- provide an up-to-date library of potential 
location photographs, i.e. a continually updated set of photographs: compile and maintain a database of 
potential locations to detail ownership information, etc; approach owners of potential locations with a 
view to including them in a database; give the Film Office a corporate identity through the design of a 
suitable logo; upgrade the Film Office to a Film Commission by registering with appropriate bodies 
and the need to gear up both Councils to meet the industry’s expectations of a 24 hour reply service. 

Recommendation 

19. That the Committee notes the contents of this report and 

(i) authorises the Director of Planning and Environment to continue to provide this service on behalf 
of Lanarkshire. 

0 (ii) approves the protocol that all ‘film’ enquiries received by the Council should be reported to the 
film liaison officer. 

David M. Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT 
17 November, 1999 

For further information please contact Alan Leslie on 01236 812387 

REP634.DOC 




