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Motherwell, 5 October 2000 at 2 pm. 
 

A Meeting of the ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Brooks, Convener; Councillor Curran, Vice-Convener; Councillors Burns, Cameron, Connelly, 
Donnelly, Homer, Jones, Morgan, Nolan, Pentland, and Valentine. 
 
CHAIR 
 
Councillor Brooks (Convener) presided. 
 
IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
The Committee Services Officer; Economic Development Manager, and Accountant, Department of Finance. 
 
ALSO  IN  ATTENDANCE 
 
In respect of item 1 - Mr. J. Dearie, Chief Executive, Lanarkshire Technology and Innovation Centre. 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Councillor Lyle,  McCabe, McElroy, H McGuigan and Shaw 
 
 
LANARKSHIRE  TECHNOLOGY  AND  INNOVATION  CENTRE 
 
1. Under reference to paragraph 14 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 August 

2000, the Committee heard a presentation by Mr. Jim Dearie, Chief Executive of the Lanarkshire 
Technology and Innovation Centre on Innovation and Technology Initiatives in North Lanarkshire.  
Members were afforded the opportunity to question Mr. Dearie on the issues raised. 

 
Mr. Dearie was then thanked for his presentation. 
 
Decided: that the presentation be noted. 
 
 
 

REMIT  FROM  SOCIAL  WORK  COMMITTEE  OF  22  AUGUST  2000  -  POLICY  POSITION  
STATEMENT  “THE  WAY  FORWARD  FOR  CARE” 
 
2. Under reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the Social Work Committee held on 22 August 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 10 August 2000 by the Director of Social Work 
regarding a further consultation paper issued by the Scottish Executive which outlined a range of 
proposals for modernising the regulation of care and early years services to ensure the competency 
of the Social Work Services workforce (1) advising that a separate report would be submitted to a 
future meeting of the Social Work Committee on the regulation of the workforce; (2) detailing the 
main areas covered by the policy statement for the Scottish Commission for Regulation of Care; 
(3) providing details of the Commission’s proposals with regard to registration, inspection, 
enforcement and appeals and other duties of the Commission; (4) intimating that North Lanarkshire 
could offer an ideal location for the proposed Scottish Commission for Regulation of Care, in line with 
the Scottish Executive’s commitment to the dispersal of government agencies across the country, 
and (5) setting out the Council’s comments to the Scottish Executive consultation paper entitled “The 
Way Forward for Care”. 
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The Committee was advised by the Economic Development Manager that, with regard to submitting 
a bid to the Scottish Executive seeking to locate the Commission in North Lanarkshire, the matter 
had been referred to the Director of Housing and Property Services to ascertain the criteria to be met 
in respect of identifying suitable premises. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that it be noted that in terms of any proposed bid for the Scottish Commission for Regulation 

of Care, the matter had been referred to the Director of Housing and Property Services to 
ascertain the criteria to be met in respect of suitable premises, and 

 
(2) that a further report be submitted to this Committee in due course.  

 
 
 
LANARKSHIRE  BUSINESS  AWARDS 
 
3. Under reference to paragraph 10 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 7 October 

2000, there was submitted a report dated 8 September 2000 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) informing Members of this year’s Lanarkshire Business Awards and requesting 
approval for the Council’s continued sponsorship of the event; (2) advising that, as in previous years, 
the Royal Bank of Scotland was the event’s main sponsor; (3) indicating that both North and South 
Lanarkshire Councils had been approached to co-sponsor the event, the cost to this Council of the 
sponsorship being £5,000, which could be found from existing budgets; (4) outlining the benefits to 
the Council of such sponsorship, and (5) recommending that the Committee approve the sponsorship 
of the Royal Bank of Scotland Lanarkshire Business Awards accordingly. 

 
Decided: that the Committee approve the sponsorship of the Royal Bank of Scotland 

Lanarkshire Business Awards in the sum of £5,000. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  ENVIRONMENT  -  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT  -  
BUDGET  MONITORING  REPORT  2000/2001 
 
4. Under reference to paragraph 8 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 August 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 14 September 2000 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) providing (a) comparative information with regard to budget estimates and 
actual income/expenditure for the period ending 20 August 2000 for the Economic Development Unit 
of the Department of Planning and Environment, and (b) explanations of the more significant 
variances, and (2) recommending that the Committee note the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT  -  SERVICE  IMPROVEMENT  PLAN  -  MONITORING  REPORT 
 
5. Under reference to paragraph 24 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 June 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 September 2000 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) updating Members on the progress in respect of the implementation of the 
Service Improvement Plan being developed as part of the Unit’s Best Value Service Review; 
(2) outlining the background relative thereto; (3) reminding Members of the scope of the Review 
which focussed on Business Loan Services, the Employment Grant Scheme and staff absence; 
(4) outlining, in the Appendix to the report, the Service Improvement Plan progress report indicating 
the actions which had been undertaken as a consequence of the Review, and (5) recommending that 
the Committee note the report. 



ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  –  5 October 2000 
 

 

 

 
1682 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

PERFORMANCE  MANAGEMENT  AND  PLANNING  AUDIT  FOR  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  
SERVICES  2000/2001 
 
6. There was submitted a report dated 12 September 2000 by the Director of Planning and Environment 

(1) informing the Committee that the Economic Development Unit had been selected for a 
Performance Monitoring and Planning Audit as part of the Best Value process; (2) outlining the 
background relative thereto; (3) advising that the audit objectives were (a) to provide independent 
external assurance that the Council was making progress on implementing a performance 
management and planning framework; (b) to help identify good practice in areas of concern, and 
(c) to ensure that the Council and its services are planning for improvement; (4) indicating the 
timetable issued by Audit Scotland for progressing the exercise; (5) reporting that the Economic 
Development Unit had established a Working Group to prepare the necessary information for the 
Audit which required to be completed by the end of October, following which reports would be 
submitted to the appropriate Committees of the Council, and (6) recommending that the Committee 
note the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
EUROPEAN  SOCIAL  FUND  APPLICATIONS  - OBJECTIVE  3  -  APPLICATIONS 
 
7. Under reference to paragraph 3 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 24 August 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 September 2000 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) informing Members of the final bids submitted to the European Social Fund 
Objective 3 Programme for various economic development support measures; (2) indicating that 
Objective 3 of the European Social Fund aims to combat long-term unemployment, and the 
integration of groups at risk of exclusion from the labour market, raise skill levels of those in 
employment and foster a more entrepreneurial culture; (3) outlining the objectives of the Scottish 
Operational Programme 2000/2006; (4) detailing the European Social Fund Objective 3 timetable; 
(5) advising that a forum, the Lanarkshire European Group (LEG), had been established, to develop 
applications for funding and promote the strategic development of projects within the economic 
strategy for Lanarkshire and detailing in an Appendix to the report bids which had been submitted, 
and (6) recommending that the Committee note the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
BUSINESS  LOANS  FUNDS  QUARTERLY  REPORT 
 
8. Under reference to paragraph 4 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 June 2000, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 8 September 2000 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment informing the Committee of applications received and approved under delegated 
authority in terms of the Council’s Business Loans Fund Scheme during the period 1 April to 30 June 
2000. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  UNIT  -  PERFORMANCE  INDICATORS  1996-2000 
 
9. Under reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 4 June 1998, 

there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 4 September 2000 by the Director of Planning and 
Environment (1) advising that the Economic Development Unit has operated an internal system for 
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collating performance monitoring indicators since it had been established in 1996; (2) indicating that 
the internal performance indicators developed (a) emphasise the training and business development 
activities of the Unit; (b) reflect the major areas of budget spend for the Unit, and (c) cover the two 
main client groups namely the unemployed and the local business community; (3) summarising the 
changes to the programme and services since 1996; (4) showing a comparison of the range of 
performance indicators for the first four operational financial years of the Council; (5) outlining, in the 
Appendix to the report, a breakdown of the performance of each programme for the periods, and 
(6) recommending appropriate action. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the report be noted, and 

 
(2) that a further report providing information on the 2000/2001 performance indicators be 

submitted to the Committee in due course. 
 
 
 
REPORTED  JOB  LOSSES  AND  JOB  GAINS  IN  NORTH  LANARKSHIRE 
 
10. Under reference to paragraph 15 of the Minute of the meeting of this Committee held on 8 March 

2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 7 September 2000 by the Director of Planning 
and Environment (1) informing the Committee of the net impact of job gains and job losses within 
North Lanarkshire for 1999/2000 and the first quarter of 2000/2001, calculated by the Economic 
Development Unit through monitoring of news of local company expansions, contractions and inward 
investment; (2) outlining, in Appendix A to the report, figures showing a steady expansion and 
increased employment opportunities within existing companies; (3) indicating, in Appendix B to the 
report, the figures for the first quarter of year 2000/2001, and (4) recommending that the Committee 
note the report. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted. 

 
 
 
“A  FORWARD  STRATEGY  FOR  SCOTTISH  AGRICULTURE”  -  DISCUSSION  DOCUMENT 
 
11. Under reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Planning and Environment 

Committee held on 27 September 2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
27 September 2000 by the Director of Planning and Environment (1) advising Members of a Scottish 
Executive discussion document entitled “A Forward Strategy for Scottish Agriculture”; 
(2) summarising the various issues raised in the document; (3) indicating that he had responded to 
the Scottish Executive in terms outlined in the Appendix to the report and intimating that his response 
had generally welcomed the adoption of a strategic framework to support and develop the agriculture 
industry within Scotland, and (4) seeking homologation of his action. 

 
Decided:  

 
(1) that the Scottish Executive discussion document entitled “A Forward Strategy for Scottish 

Agriculture” and its implications for North Lanarkshire be noted; 
 

(2) that the action taken by the Director of Planning and Environment in responding to the 
Scottish Executive in terms outlined in the Appendix to the report be homologated, and 

 
(3) that the Director of Planning and Environment initiate a feasibility study into the possibility of 

establishing of a Farmers’ Market within North Lanarkshire. 
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REMIT  FROM  HOUSING  AND  PROPERTY  SERVICES  (PROPERTY)  SUB-COMMITTEE  OF  
9  AUGUST  2000  -  PROPERTY  DEVELOPMENT  STRATEGY  -  DEVELOPMENT  AT  
ST.  CATHERINE’S  SCHOOL,  VIEWPARK 
 
12. Under reference to paragraph 6 of the Minute of the meeting of the Housing and Property Services 

(Property) Sub-Committee held on 9 August 2000, there was submitted a report (docketed) dated 
28 July 2000 by the Director of Housing and Property Services (1) listing the developers who had bid 
responded to the public advertisement inviting expressions of interest to fund and manage the 
proposed business development on the site of the former St. Catherine’s School, Viewpark by 
submitting a Capability Statement; (2) advising that, following evaluation of each of the Capability 
Statements, a shortlist of five developers had been compiled; (3) recommending that each of these 
developers be invited to present detailed submissions for the proposed development to a  Special 
meeting of the Housing and Property Services (Property) Sub-Committee, and (4) recommending 
that the matter be remitted to this Committee for its interests. 

 
Decided: that the report be noted for the interests of this Committee. 

 
 
 
CONFERENCE  -  WORKING  WITH  THE  EU  -  INSTITUTIONAL  RELATIONS  AND  PUBLIC  
AFFAIRS 
 
13. There was submitted an invitation from the European Centre for Public Affairs to attend various 

conferences to be held in Brussels from 15 to 21 October and 26 November to 2 December 2000. 
 

Decided: that no attendance at these conferences be authorised. 
 


