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Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this report is to seek homologation of an Elected Member's attendance at the recent 
Ordinary General Meeting of SteelAction. 

Corus Restructuring 

The Ordinary General Meeting was held on Friday 9th February 2001 in Blaenau Gwent, Wales and 
was called as a result of the major restructuring announcement made by steel manufacturing group, 
Corus, at the end of January 200 1. 

The purpose of the meeting was get representatives together from the affected communities to discuss 
how best to minimise the impact in terms of job losses and plant closures. Attendance from local 
authorities in steel producing areas was specifically requested. 

The Agenda for the meeting included an exchange of information among representatives and planning 
a way forward, involving co-ordinated meetings and action with the Steel Groups of M.E.P.s, M.P.s, 
trade unions and local government representatives in Holland, Corus' home country. 

SteelAction 

Unemployment in many steel areas is among the highest in the country. Local authorities in steel 
producing areas, (North Lanarkshire Council included) have come together as Steel Action in order to 
protect and encourage the steel industry and to secure continued assistance for steel regions to create 
jobs and tackle unemployment. 

SteelAction has agreed eight objectives which the local authorities campaign together to achieve: 

+ Securing an end to illegal subsidies paid by some European governments to steel producers and 
an end to steel dumping where producers outside Europe sell steel products into the UK at prices 
below cost of production; 
Protecting the European funding to steel areas which have suffered heavy job losses; 
Securing enhanced training for steel workers facing redundancy and for unemployed steel 
workers, in partnership with local authorities, unions and employers; 
Persuading the Government to produce a 10 year plan for infrastructure investment; 
Persuading local authorities to buy UK steel products; 
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+ Pressing UK companies to continue to invest in new British Plant and in research and 
development; 

+ Pressing the Chancellor to develop policies to deal with the overstrong 2 which affects UK steel 
producer exports, putting steel and manufacturing jobs at risk 

+ Lobbying for action to achieve fairer energy / utility prices for UK steel producers. 

SteelAction is also involved in the launch of a new partnership training initiative in which four 
partners - the Steel Action local authorities, the main steel union (the ISTC), MOST Training and 
steel companies have joined together to fund and organise training for former steel workers and other 
unemployed people in steel areas. 

As a result of this consultation with partner representatives, SteelAction ultimately plan to seek a 
meeting with the Secretary State for Industry. 

Conclusion 

Councillor Pat Connelly attended the meeting on behalf of the Council. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Committee notes the content of this report and grant homologation for 
Councillor Connelly’s attendance at this meeting on Friday !#h February in Blaenau Gwent, Wales. 

David M Porch 
Director of Planning and Environment 
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